PERSONALITY

Mortally wounded Oscar Wilber had many witnesses to his
last hours, including the famous poet Walt Whitman.

xactly who sent Mrs. Sally

Wilber the final, tragic
word about her son Oscar’s
death is unknown. But from
the time he received his mor-
tal wound until the day he
died, friend and foe alike
looked after her son and kept
her informed of his condition.
A compassionate Confederate
writing from the battlefield
was the first to notify her of
Oscar's wound. His regimenal
comrades, including a cousin,
warched over him after his re-
tum o Union hands. And
during his last days, Oscar
Wilber received his consola-
tion from several good Samar-
itan strangers who visited the
wards of Washington'’s exten-
sive military hospitals, dis-
pensing companionship and
kindness to row after row of
sick and wounded.

Four of those kind strangers
left behind descriptions of
their encounters with Oscar
Wilber in Washington. Three
of them have faded into
obscurity. The fourth visitor,
a part-time copyist in the Pay-
master General’s office and
freelance contributor to news-
papers, is now remembered as
a colossus of American litera-

By Mark H. Dunkelman
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Visiting a dying Union soldier in Washington, DC., gave Walt Whitman
insight into “These hospitals, so different from all others—these thousands,
and tens and awenties of thousands of American young men.....”

veteran, including Oscar’s fa-
ther Alanson, who came west
from Onondaga County, N.Y,,
in 1830.

Five Wilber cousins left the
valley to enroll in the ammy in
August and September of
1862—COscar, age 21, Charles,
24, Milo, 18, and brothers Dar-
ius, 20, and Lyman, 18. Darius
and Milo had already volun-
teered in the neighboring town
of Hinsdale when Oscar en-
rolled there on August 11. Late
in September, the Wilbers were
mustered in as privates in the
newly formed 154th New York
Volunteer Infantry, Charles
in Company | and the other
cousins in Company G.

Oscar Wilber’s own story of
his army experiences was told
in a series of letters to his moth-
er and uncle, Nathan Wilber,
back home in the Five Mile
Valley. Oscar had occasionally
waorked for Nathan in the past,
and he was relying on his uncle
to handle his financial affairs
and look after his mother and
family in his absence. In his
letters, Oscar described the
novel sights the new soldiers
saw, and the hopes and fears of
a new volunteer.

On October 3, 1862, he
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ture. Walt Whitman, former
printer, newspaper editor and author of
Leaves of Grass, a slender volume of verses
then in its third edition, had rushed to the
front after the Barttle of Fredericksburg
to look after his wounded brother. Pro-
foundly moved by the plight of wounded
and sick sotdiers, Whirman remained in
Washington, spending much of his spare
time visiting the capital’s crowded hospitals,
talking with the broken men, reading to
them, writing lerters for them and giving
them little gifts.

It seems very possible that Whitman
wrote the last, sad letter to Sally Wilber no-
tifying her that her son was dead. That final
chapter of Oscar’s story came a year after he
enlisted, a year in which the young soldier
voiced cautious optimism that he would
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survive, while also describing the ominous
consequences of the war he had volun-
teered 1o fight.

Mother and son parted company in the
summer of 1862, when Witber heeded Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln’s call for 300,000
three-vear volunteers. For the previous two
years, Sally Wilber—a widow since 1852—
had depended on her eldest son, the third
of eight children, for the family’s support.
The household included Oscar'’s invalid
older sister Rosina, a younger sister, three
younger brothers and Sally’s mother. The
family owned and worked a small farm in
the town of Humphrey, in Cattaraugus
County, N.Y. [t was one of several Wilber
farms in the valley of Five Mile Run settled
by the seven sons of a Revolutionary War

wrote from Camp Seward, at
Arlington Heights, Va., describing the reg-
iment’s railroad trip from its rendezvous in
Jamestown, N.Y., ro the seat of war—the
stop in Elmira to receive their rifles and ac-
couterments, a short layover in Baltimore,
a slow final ride to Washington along the
heavily guarded tracks, and the march
across the Potomac to their campsite. From
Camp Seward, the sandy, rolling country-
side was covered with tents, forts and rifle
pits as far as Wilber could see, and the sol-
diers were “as thick as flies.” He tried ro visit
one fort, and although he was not allowed
to enter, he saw it housed cannons large
enough for a man to crawl into. From its
camp, the 154th had a fine view of Wash-
ington. “Old Abe has got a very nice house,”
Wilber thought. But all in all, the area



The thighbone of Oscar E. Wilber of Company G, 154th New York, smashed at Chancellorsville
on May 2, 1863, today resides in the National Museurn of Health and Medicine.

looked very desolate, and it seemed like
nothing had been raised on the nearby
farms since the war began. “1 have seen
more than [ ever knew before,” Wilber de-
clared, but “I like Catraraugus the best.”
The 154th made a two-day march to Fair-
fax Court House and was assigned to the Ist
Brigade, 2nd Division, XI Corps of the
Army of the Potomac. The men guessed
their first battle could not be long off. Corps

commander Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel was re-
garded as a fighter—he had been “boxing
with the Rebels for some time,” Wilber
noted—and rumors of a move toward Rich-
mond abounded. Caprain Matthew B.
Cheney of Company G thought his men
would have “to Aght right along,” Wilber
noted. With that sobering thought in mind,
he asked his uncle “to pray for me and all

the rest of the soldiers.” He closed his letter
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on an upbeat note, saying he thought the
war would end by spring, and “1 expect to
come home yet.”

The battiefield had assumed a horrifying
reality when Wilber wrote again on No-
vember 6. In a move roward Thoroughfare
(ap, the regiment had passed over the Bull
Run battlefield. Wilbur cataloged the gris-
ly scenes—the many corpses covered with
a thin veil of dirt, dead horses, a man’s sev-
ered head, a dried and shriveled arm, a
standing boot holding a leg shot off below
the knee, the face of a man peering from
the ground where the rain had washed the
soil away.

By the time of his next letter, in late No-
vember, the 154th had retumed to Fairfax
Court House from Thoroughfare Gap, and
Wilber was getting over a case of the
murmps. He had been quite sick, very weak
and unabte to eat hardtack, but now he was
getting “pretty stour” as he recovered. Sev-
eral of the 154th boys had the mumps, and
some were so sick they had o go to the hos-
pital. The surgeons had recommended
Wilber go, oo, but he told them he
wouldn't unless his condition worsened, “]
ain't as afraid of being shot as [ am of sick-
ness,” he admitted to his mother. He esti-
mated that out of nearly 1,000 men ar its
muster-in, the 154th New York had less
than 600 soldiers left for duty.

When he wrote again on December 23,
the 154th New York had marched south,
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CAPTAIN
CLOONEY’S
CHARGE

All morning long Union soldiers had repeatedly eried to clear
Contederates from their well-protected positions in the sunken
road of Bloody Lane. Casualties on both sides were ghastly.

The determined courage of the [rish Brigade finally brought relict
as these defiant fighrers faced point-blank volleys, then artacked and
re-atcacked to drive the Southerners ourt ot the action,

Here, Capt. Patrick Clooney, crippled in the right knee by a minie’

ball, is seen raising the Brigade’s colors as he urges his men to press on.

INTRODUCING THE FIRST IN A NEW SERIES CELEBRATING THE
1rISH BRIGADE. EXECUTED BY BRADLEY SCHMEHL. COLUMBIA, PA.

Number two in the Serics, “St. Patrick’s Day, 1863, appearing early in 1997,

[mage: 177 x 19-3/4" Price: $85. plus $10, shipping

Owerall: 227 x 23-3/4" (In CT, add 6% sales tax.}

Edidion: 800 | Check, money order, MC or VISA

To Order: 203/661-9072 Green Flag Producrions, Box 7757,
800/739-6464 - Greenwich, CT 06830-9998

The Irish Brigade ar the Battle ofArztietamr
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and Wilber was in sight of Confederare
pickets on the opposite bank of the Rap-
pahannock River near Falmouth, Va,
where Company G was supporting a bac-
tery. Fortunately for the Wilber cousins and
their XI Corps comrades, they had arrived
in the area oo late to rake part in the Bar-
tle of Fredericksburg, or “Ceneral Burn-
side’s slaughter yard,” as veteran regiments
called the fight. Major General Ambrose E,
Burnside’s ractics in that Jisastrous defeat
were widely criticized among the rank and
file of rthe Army of the Potomac. 1t was just
plain wrong, the men thought, 10 advance
across open lots to assault the strong Con-
federate positions. “It is hard work to hit a
man if you can't see him,” Oscar Wilber
wrote, but “if the Rebs would come out fair,
we could whip them.”

Things were not easy for General Bum-
side’s army in the coming weeks. [n January
1863, Wilber described building corduroy
roads leading to the Rappahannock in
preparation for a move. Events indicated he
would soon confront the enemy, Oscar
thought. “Well, Mother,” he wrote, “if we
have got to fight wirh them we might as
well be about it, for [ have got sick of it.”
But a battle was not to be. A few weeks later
he described the resulting fruitless cam-
paign, the dismal “Mud March.” Out for
days and nights in the rain and mud, soaked
to the skin under a knapsack that seemed
to weigh 60 pounds, the arty’s pontoons,
cannons and teams stuck fast in the mire—
it was the worst time that he had ever seen,
and Wilber declared with disgust that he
would write about it no more.

The 154th moved a few miles to the
vicinity of Stafford Court House, where
Wilber enjoyed a new winter campsite in
the woods, with plenty of logs to built huts,
much firewood to burn, and a good source
of water. There, the boring routine contin-
ued. The men grumbled about not getting
paid. “Old Uncle Sam owes me three
months’ pay,” Wilber complained. “I guess
he is getting poor for he can'’t pay off the
soldiers.” A rare nore of homesickness crept
into Wilber’s letter to his uncle of February
21: “Nathan, 1 wish | was to your house
today, where [ could clasp my hands wich
you and your family. Oh, what a happy day
that would be to me!”

In early March, the 154th finally re-
ceived its pay. Both Darius and Lyman
Wilber spent all the money they drew with-
out sending any home, Oscar Wilber noted
with a hint of disapproval. He, too, was
short of cash, but he sent two-thirds of his
pay home to Nathan, for Sally and his sis-
ters and brothers. Times were still dull in
camp—“All we have ro do is drill and stand
on picket,” he wrote. He told his litcle
brothers he would rather receive a letter
from them “than to have one from old Abe
Lincoln.” He predicted there would not be
much mote fighting in Virginia, that the

Continued on page 16



{997
CONFEDERATE
(lendir

ublished since

1975 in a

limited edition
and revised yearly.
Beautifully printed and
iltustrated monthly with
previously unpublished
and researched
photographs of
Confederate soldiers.
Daily listing of 1861—65
events, campaigns,
birthdays, etc. Orders
shipped promptly and
satisfaction guaranteed.

Send $11.95 to:
Confederate Calendar Works
P.O. Box 2084, Dept. A, Austin, Texas 78768

Help Us Fight To Save
Our American Heritage!

Southern heritage is a part of American heritage but
“civil rights” groups want to remove ALL Confederate symbols
from public property. Join HPA today and help us fight
political correctness and cultural bigotry against the South.

Heritage Preservation Association

HPA is a nonprofit, national membership organization that utilizes
educational resources along with political and legal action to protect
Southern symbols, Southern history, and Southern culture.

Annual dues of $39.95 include: HPA membership \
card, bi-monthly newsletter, quarterly reports, \
™

Confederate Shopper’s Club™ and the Heritage-BBS
computer system. Mention this ad to save 10%

(VISA, Mastercard, AMEX) =

To join by phone or request free information, call

800-86-DIXIE

HPA ¢ PO. Box 98209 ¢ Adanta, GA 30359
(404) 928-2714 o Fax (404) 928-2719-

16 AMERICAS CIVIL WAR NOVEMBER 1996

war would be settled by autumn, and that
he would be home by then.

He was very wrong. Wilber’s next sur-
viving letter was dared April 28, 1863, from
Kelly's Ford on the Rappahannock, where
the 154th was poised to lead the way across
the river and inaugurate what became the
Chancellorsville campaign. “1 think that
we shall have to fight pretty soon,” he ad-
mitted. “] think that our men will atrack
the rebels in two or three days.” This time
he was right.

Wilber’s letter from Kelly's Ford was the
last he ever wrote. He never got the chance
to write to his mother and uncle and tell
them what happened over the next few
days—how the 154th New York pushed
across the Rappahannock in pontoon boats
that evening and secured a bridgehead;
how the men looted the riverside planta-
rion of the ford’s wealthy namesake the fol-
lowing day, how they woke up on May 1
to ind themselves in an isolated clearing in
an area aptly named the Wilderness; how
a brief movement toward the Confederates
that day was halted when Burnside’s re-
placement as commander of the Army of
the Potomac, Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker,

*lost his nerve; or how the regiment re-
tumed to the Wildemess clearing and spent
the night, the last night Wilbur ever spent
as a2 whole man, before a shell fragment
smashed his hip so hard that it broke his
thighbone in two during the Battle of
Chancellorsville the next day.

The first word Sally Wilber received
about her son’s fate was by the hand of a
kind Confederate, PJ. Friedrich of the 16th
Mississippi, who addressed a letter to her on
May 4: “In going over the battlefield, I met
your son wounded very seriously. Although
an enemy, [ could not refuse attending to
his wounds, as far as [ was able. Your son
was struck by a cannonball, breaking his
right thigh; the wound 1 should judge is a
mortal one. He was perfectly resigned to his
fate, and said God's will be done. He rold
me to write to you and tell you that he
wished you and your daughter should have
his land as long as you lived. As I now have
the opportunity of sending your son’s dying
request by some of the prisoners who will
soon retun notth and by this means con-
vey the sad intelligence, [ do so knowing
that the facts of the matter communicated
is better than to live in suspense as regards
to the fate of your son.”

Despite lying unattended on the bartle-
field for 10 days while suffering greatly,
Wilber somehow clung to life. Finally, he
and other badly wounded Union prisoners
were released to their own forces, and he
was carried to Acquia Creek Hospital, not
far from the 154th’s Stafford Court House
camp. Cousin Milo Wilber visited him
there, and late in May he wrote a couple of
letters to Sally Wilber at her son’s request,
instructing her as to how Wilber wanted his
affairs settled and bracing her for the in-
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evitable. “Oscar wanted me to tell you that
he was willing to die,” Milo wrote to his
Aunt Sally. “He thought he was prepared 1o
Jie, and [ think he was. He says vou must
not rrouble yourself about him.”

On June 12, Wilber dicrated a letter to
Danford L. Hall, a comrade of the 134th
who had been slightly wounded and cap-
wred at Chancellorsville. Wilber's leg was
badly swollen, Hall informed Sally, but his
appetite was good and he otherwise looked
first-rate. Hall reiterated Wilber's previous
message—that Sally should not trouble
herself about him, and that he was recon-
ciled to his fate. “He says you need not
think of coming down 1o see him,” Hall
wrote, “for it would not do any good.”
Wilber wanted to see the family, Hall
noted; he would see them at home if he re-
covered, and if not, “he wants you all to
meet him in heaven.” At the bottom of the
last page of Hall’s lettet, Wilber signed his
name in an unsteady hand.

Two days later, on June 14, Wilber began
a journey by boat to Washington. On June
16, an individual identified only as C. Baker
was at Washington's Sixth Street Wharf,
where wounded soldiers were landed, when
“3 fine, noble looking young man motioned
to me to come to him.” Wilber told Baker
about his condition and asked him to for-
ward some money and a message to Sally.
“He told me he thought he could not live
but a few days,” Baker wrote. “He is reduced
quite low & [ should not think it strange if
he dropped off in a few days.”

Later that day, Wilber was admitted to
Armory Square Hospital, just east of the
turrets of the Smithsonian Institution on
Independence Avenue. “When brought to
this Hospital he was very much prostrated,”
surgeon D.W. Bliss later wrote. “{His| stom-
ach became very irritable-—constant nau-
sea. He grew gradually worse. No previous
history could be obtained from him.”

In the humid heat of Washington’s sum-
met, Oscar Wilber lay dying. His immedi-
ate world was reduced to his narrow iron
bed, rthe whitewashed walls of Ward K's
barrackslike pavilion, the comings and go-
ings of surgeons and nurses, the steady ap-
proach of death, and the comforting visits
of his new friends.

Edwin S. Shaw was one of them. Shaw
visited Wilber on June 29 and wrote a let-
ter to Sally for her son, telling her that his
wound was not painful much of the time,
that his apperite was good, and that he rest-
ed well at night. Wilber requested his fam-
ily to pray for him, told his younger broth-
ers to be good and mind their mother—"if
they love their brother that lays here sick
and wounded and perhaps never will see
him again"—and revealed his reliance on
faith during his ordeal. “I thank God, dear
Mother, that [ can lay here and think of his
goodness to me,” Shaw wrote, quoting
Wilber. “I can lay here and think of the suf-

Continued on page 86



ORS!

unit,

1 unit.

| data,

ge-
Tore
other

9

865.

ENT!

ne of the
W YORK
available
m matte,
easures
s original.

fans of
sing this
der now!

7-1395
LN
RAME
o Flame Ret.
$139

$165
ught.)

AN

i Flame Ret.
$40
$20

ight:)
its, Sibley
it Flys...

ents Flyer

.10

e-cnactment
cludes near-
lor section,

oeder.
'AY!
Y 13
IV 25267

PERSONALITY
Continued from page 18

ferings of the Savior [and] how he died for
me and rose again to show me thar [ oo [al-
thought a man are of heaven, and [ shall
dwell with Him.”

An employee of the Treasury Depart-
ment, A.]. Pratt, visited Wilber on the
night of July 20 and wrote to Sally the next
day. Wilber had little hopes of recovery,
Pratt wrote, but he was "entirely willing &
prepared” to join God in heaven. “He will
have every attention,” Pratt assured Sally,
“but | cannot hold out much hopes of his
recovery. He is growing weaker daily.”

COn the afterncon of July 22, Walt Whit-
man made the familiar trip through Wash-
ington’s streets to Armory Square Hospital,
where he weaved his way through rows of
beds until he came to Wilber's side. He
spent a long time with the young soldier.
Whitman noted the suppurating wound
and how chronic diarthea had prostrated
Wilber. “1 felt that he was even then the
same as dying,” Whitman wrote that
evening. Wilber asked Whitman to read a
chapter of the New Testament to him,
whatever he chose. Whitman tumed to one
of the evangelists, and read about the last
hours of Jesus, and the crucifixion. “The
poor, wasted young man asked me to read
the following chapter also, how Christ rose
again,” Whitman wrote. “} read very slow-
ly, for Oscar was feeble. It pleased him very
much, yet the tears were in his eyes.”

Wilber asked Whitman if he enjoyed re-
ligion, and received an equivocal answer:
“Perhaps not, my dear, in the way you
mean, and yet, mavbe, it is the same thing.”
Wilber replied, “lt is my chief reliance.” He
talked with Whirman about death, and said
he did not fear it. “Why, Oscar, don't you
think you will get well?" asked Whitman.
It was not possible, the young man re-
sponded. “He spoke calmly of his condi-
tion,” Whitman noted, and “behaved very
manly and affectionare.”

As he was about to leave, Whitman bent
and gave Wilber a kiss, which the dying sol-
dier “rerumed fourfold.” Wilber gave Whit-
man his mothert’s address. Perhaps that
night, after he recorded the encounter,
Whitman wrote to Sally Wilber of meering
her son. Or perhaps he wrote to her later,
for, he noted, “l had several such interviews
with him"—but no letters of Whitman to
Mrs. Wilber are known to survive.

Edwin Shaw returned to Wilber’s bedside
on July 23 and wrote another letter for him,
forwarding $25 to mother from son. Wilber
was “quite low,” Shaw wrote, “and the
chances are against him for getting well. He
does not seem to suffer much from pain, yet
[ can see thart he is failing daily.” As he had
before, Wilber informed his mother that he

was willing and prepared to die, to be re-
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lieved from the cares and evil influences of
human life.

A few days later, on the evening of July
18, Wilber showed another visitor, AJ,
Prart, a letrer from Sally, and asked Pratt ro
answer it for him. He was “very prateful” for
his mother’s letter, but was unable to sit up
and write himself. The nexr day, Pratt tock
a sheet of Treasury Department stationery
and sent news of her son to Sally Wilber,
Like PJ. Friedrich, Milo Wilber, Danford
Hall, C. Baker, Edwin Shaw and Walt
Whirman before him, Pratt noted Wilber's
religious faith was his solace. "He desires
me to say that he is daily growing weaker
and feels that his earthly career is Jrawing
10 a close,” Pratt wrote, “but that his mind
is calm and in perfect peace being stayed
on the Lord Jesus Chrisr, who he feels is
near to support and comfort him as he pass-
es through the dark valley.”

Wilber had bad news for his mother
about his physical condition. “His wound
he desires me to say is running very much,”
Pratt wrote, *and he is unable to keep any-
thing on his stomach.” Now the son sent
his mother his farewell. “He sends his kind
love and blessing to vou, whom he calls his
dear Christian mother, and also to all the
children and to Grandma,” wrote Prart.
“He knows thar although about to be taken
from you and never more to see you on this
side of the grave that the Good Lord our
Heavenly Father will watch over and pro-
tect the dear ones at home. He asks you all
to seek Christ and endeavor daily to be-
come more like Him, says this world has no
allurements for him, that he is ready to go
& feels it will be better for him.”

The evening after Pratt wrote his letter,
he stopped by Armory Square and visited
Wilber again. The following day, July 30,
he added a short posrscript to the lester.
“Saw Oscar again last evening,” Pract
wrote. “He had not eaten anything during
the day & is rapidly fading.”

Ar 4 p.m. the next day, fuly 31, 1863,
Oscar Wilber died. The cause of death, stat-
ed Dr. Bliss, was exhaustion. His body was
sent home and [aid to rest in Five Mile
Cemefery. In August, Sally Wilber was en-
tered on the pension rolls as a dependent
mother, art a rare of eight dollars a month.

Walt Whitman perhaps provided the
best epitaph for Oscar Wilber and the mul-
titude of soldiers who died in the hospitals
he knew so well: “These hospirals, so dif-
ferent from all others—these thousands,
and tens and rwenties of thousands of
American young men, badly wounded, all
sorts of wounds, operated on, pallid with di-
arrthea, languishing, dying with fever, pneu-
monia, etc., open a new world somehow to
me,” he wrote. In Oscar Wilber’s world in
Armory Square Hospital, Whitman dis-
covered humanity tried by terrible, fearful
tests, bodies and souls probed Jdeeply by
tragedy—the real war, he said, that would
never get into the books. =
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THE TOY SOLDIER GOMPANY,
established in 1984, has been a
pioneer in helping hobbyists

and "grown-up kids"

to rebuild their

collections their

mothers threw out

and to recapture

the fun of playing

e, Of 0id and new piastic and lead toy
7 soldiers. We offer recast plastic
figures as well as original

plastics from

Britains, Marx,

Airfix, Atiantic and

more, plus old and

new lead soldiers

from Britains, Imrie/

with little piastic : : . Risiey, Tradition,
men on the living room carpet™—"%. F— . 2 ¥"Mariborough and Leman's, [Figure
especially with their own kids. We are sets suitable for children over 5, Mustra.
the world's largest mail order resource tions below are 54mm and sold unpainted),

(NEW!—EXCLUSIVE!

ACCURATE

54mm C.5.A. SET #2

The first new 54mm Accurate figures in
8 years: 5 never-befora-released models plus
5 popular CSA action poses. Choose CSA
arey color, USA blue, butternut, rifle green
LM sky biue. $25 per set of 40 figures.

UNPAINTED FIGURE SETS - This is a sampling of the 1000 plastic
figure sets we offer from every period of history! . $25.00 each.
TIMFO . TIMPO i TIMPO TIMPO
FOOT KNIGHTS MOUNTED KNIGHTS, 1815FRENCH JIQ 1815 FRENCH
{50 pes) CAVALRY o
o~

N

TIMPO
1815
BRITISH
INFANTRY

{40 pes)

MARX 1776 MARX 1776 MARX MARX MARX
COLONIALS ~ BRITISH {50 pcs) ZORRO MEX. ALAMOMEX. 7th CAV
(50 pes) (50pcs) {50 pes)

Rediscover the fun of our
chitdhood with these plenti-
ful assortments of unpainted
figures and accessories.
Choose $99 or $249 versions
of these Marx-type playsels,
and introduce your children
te the joy you felt when you
discovered these under the
Christmas tree.
¥ , ROME VS CARTHAGE
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MARX USA MARX CSA ACCURATE  MARX JAPANESE BRAVEHCE)ART 0
ROGEA'S AANGERS
MARX 1776 PLAYSET
; . BATTLE OF WATERLOC
MASX ALAMO PLAYSET
éggtéé?}'ﬁ : MARX CIVIL WAR
-, LITTLE ROUND TOP

PICKETT'S CHARGE
MARX FT. APACHE
WW Il NORTH AFRICA
WW I| EUROPEAN
WW I D-DAY
WW I RUSSIAN
WW Il PACIFIC
CALL FOR MANY OTHERS!

THE BEST TOY SOLDIER GATALOG! our lavishiy illustrated
bi-monthiy plastic and lead soldier catalog is 90 pages long, and offers thousands
of different toy soldiers, books and accessories. Designed to introduce beginners to
the hobby, our catalog is also a weicome resource for the experienced collector. You
can subscribe to 6 bi-monthly issues for $12.00 per year, and receive $50.00 WORTH
OF FREE COUPONS cor purchase a singie catalog for § 3.00 each {non-U.S. sub-
scription: $30.00; single copy $6.00). Order from this ad and receive a free catalog.

SHIPPING TERMS: $1.00 - $60.00: $6.25; $61.00 - $100.00: $10.00;
add $3.75 per $100.00 thereafter. Foreign customers add $20 surcharge. Visa and
Mastercard accepted - enclose card number and exp. date. Mail and phone orders only,

{50 pes) (50 p¢s) USA (50 pes)
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