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SRR The 1863 Diary of STEPHEN WELCH

January 1- In the Army of the Potomac opposite and in front of the celebrated
town called Fredericksburg, Va,, where we have been since thte 17th
of Dec. 1862. Weather falr and cold., I am not verv well, but am so

« as to be around,.

2- Friday-We yet continue in the place and position we have been for
nearly 3 weeks, within range and distance of the guns of the enemv,
I am still! indisposed, having jaundice,

3. Sat,-Pretty much the same routine and story todav as it tas been
for a long time back, Nothing new or interesting transniring, “Easther
fair and pleasant, kealth about the same,

4 thru 6~ No entries

7- Wed.- Most of the regiment have succeeded in getting (the rest of
this entry obliterated),

8 and 9- No entry -

10- And continue x

11- to work at

12- the same until they have got things quite comfortable and

13- Tue.- Today are called on to go on picket at 12 o'clock for 2 davs,
Rad only been gone about 4 hours and were ordered in and to be in
readiness to march at 2 o'clock that night with two davs rations in
haversacks, I remain in camp.

Y4-ved- At 2 o'clock A, M., the regiment fell into line verv quietlv and
started for some nvlace, and rumor has not told us where or for what
purpose. Weather is verv fine and pleasant.

15-Thu- About dark, the Regiment returned to camp, baving heen up the
River to work on a road and not into a battle as some predictecd.

16-Fri- Some rain last night but it is pleasant this morning with wind.
In the P.M., there was 3 davs provisions issuecd wsith orders to cook
them and be in readiness to march at short notice.

17-Sat- About noon, broke camp and started with 3 davs rations in hav-
ersacks and 2 in the wacgons. Don't know where thev are roine, Not hre-
ing well, I went with the ambulance., Went & miles up the river, =tomnned
for the night,

1B~ Sun- No entry.
19th thru February 3rd- paces torn out ( 16 days)

" February 4-Wed- Seswilmggpsew starts for Cattaraugus this morning and T send bv
him $40., S17 for Delancey and $23 mine, Also, $20, for Charles McFav.
Received a letter from wife and daughter. Last night was a cold one,
All well,

5-Thu- This morning, at roll call, we were told to strike tents and nack
up ready to march at 8 o'clock. Dontt ¥now where we are bound for, hut
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A P,u.'_raining'and continued to during TDhE Nivik, - =

6-Fri~- All mud this rornine, At 10, moved unnn a #p{1) i{nto woods, staved
about 2 hours, and then started and went 3 mi{les and joined the halance
of the Corps at 5 P.M, Pleasant, -

7-Sat- It being pretty cenerallv understood that we arte to stav here for
g spell, the 154th went into a nice lot of pine and hesman to cut and fir
for building again, and tonight it looks like a citv, Verv pleasant,

<5 n“mnam started.

B- Sun-~ Alfhough it is Sunday, building continues to g0 on and will for a
few days to come, There i{s a rumor that we are to move again in a few 7
days. Very pleasant today. - ;

9-Mon- We have got another tabitatiob built and moved in and are now
ready to start agaln. Received soft bread todav, the first for ? months,

Very fair.

10-Tue- Thigs is a very warm and pleasant dav. Recelved a letter from
wife and wrote one to her and three otbers, Jo Truesdell came around
to see us again, Received some desicated vegetahles todav, 1st time,

11-Wed- QGG started for home todav., Cleaned up our streets.
Some snow and tben&turned to rain and I think we uill stav here lon~
enoush to pay us for £iying up our tents. Chkiee. called “nricht,

12-Thu- 1 went up to Stafford and B'ot a pie, paid 25¢. Companv and Bat-
talion drill once wore. Nothing worthy of note. Jeather pleasant.

13-Fri- They are bringing things down prettv strict now. Insnection of
arms this afternoon at 23 o'clock, This is 2 rost beautiful dav, as

-

nice as any hav day in Cattarauvgus, il C 2Me to carp.

14-Sat- This is another fine morning, Wild geese are coing rorth, Blue-

birds and robins are qulte plentiful. Had some desicated vegetable
soup for breakfast, Rained before morning.

15-Sun- Cloudy and rain at {ntervals during the dav. Received a letter
from home. Nothing of importance hrappening novadats.

16-Mon- Ten men called out this morning to go on picket, Pleassnt morn-
ing. It has been nothing but detailing men all cav. General Hooker
reviewed this Corps today.

17-Tue- This is anotber billious morning as it beran to snow about &
o'clock this morning, More pickets going out. Snow fell to the devth

e

of about 8 incres, 1 am in usual good realth,

18-i’ed- Todav, it has rained the most of the time, Cot. Warner returned,
failing to get & furlough. A one-sided cast-lot eame to see whn
should receive a furloush for 10 davs. H. Llamb, Portville,

19-Thu- A man belomging to Co, "D" died today, his name was Bull. The
mud is very deeb. Nothing verv remarkadle transplrine now-a-davs.
3 davs Beef and 3 a ration of surar. All quiet on the Potormac.

20-Fri: Very pleasant morning, Ravine fortunes rold geeme tn hHe the or-

dor now-a-davs, as there is an old Dutchman in the 74tk that is nleas-
ing the arny by telling them that thev will be home in 3 months.
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BABSEy LTLCLVEUL 4 O JCLLET ITOM wire saving that the monev bad sr-
rived. Before morning it (balance chliterated),

22 thru 27- Parmes missing

28-Sat- Yesterdaj},%_ a Corporal in our Comnanv, was arrested
as a deserter from the 74tk N, Y, We are to be mustered for pay acain
. today. Government now owes us 4 months wares, We shall probably he paid
soon, As there is not 29 davs in tpis month, I will £i11 the page

under the date of the 28th. M, a member of our Company

ran a bayonet through his foot this morning,

Mareh 1-Sun- Rainy in the morning, but cleared off before noon, Our Chaplain
having returned, trere was vreaching in tke P,M, Twentv men from
our Company gone on nicket, )

“2-MonamThere“is"ﬂothing,new.transnirinq ahout these davs: The weather—————
is like April in New York. Received a letter from Hu Clark with
town meeting returns,

3-Tue- Some of the memhers of this Company have received Boxes from , -
friends at bome. Mine has not come vet. Fair and rleasant,

4-Wed- Nearly the whole of the able-bodied men in the Reciment have
gone out on picket again today. It is ouite cool, in fact, it is
a2 cold, raw, windy day, Received a letter from home., All well,

5-Thu~ Those who have been on furlough the last ten davs, returned
today. Pickets came about 11 o'clock. Received a letter and a bair of
socks froo home. Orton Zounds is the next man that goes on furlough,

6-Fri- This morning, there is a kind of sleet falling, which will
seon turn to rain. Two men died in camp hospital last night,
Received 2 papers and Delancey got a letter,

7-8at- It is raining again this morning. There is a rumor that Sigel
has resigned, Company inspection at 9 o'clock, can't see it.
Weather mild, some rain in the night,

8-Sun- Just about the same thing, onlv more. Drew 2 davs vrovisions.
urote to wife, Rain again last night. Some vromotions are talked
of, . : RERER: PR R S

9-M6qp About 400 bave gone from this Reriment on nicket for I Aavs.
"Heatber fine, all quiet. Finished reading the Testarent through.

10-Tue- Hiram Straight ang Stephen Osgood returned from Fosnital to
the Companv. 8% o'clock A, M, commenced snowing, but soon turned
to rain and continued to rain at intervals all dav and night. Al
quiet and well,

11~ied- This morning, Ort Rounds starts for home on furloueh of ten
days. Weather clear and pleasant with cool breezes, Nothing new
or interesting. Van Arnum returned to the Regiment,

12- Thu- Pleasant this morning, About 11 o'clock A, A, the nickets

came in, Heard froes tocay for the first time this sescon. Wished-
hope my wish comes true. .
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count de 3am . .5am," Li L3 & vwid, vom wiire oo
©, succession, and.good. - C o wee e e er s man s e R

Y4-Sat- The long-looved-for hox came to us, Most of the eatahles was
spoilt, but there was enourh left to make it pav, such s berries
cheese, butter, some cookies, Fair hut cold. :

15-Sun- Lieut, Arthur Hotchkiss started for home on a ten dav furlougt.
Charles McKay goes out on picket for 3 davs. '

I&Hon-w—w, this camp was this dav named after him,
. The Regiment gave cheers and he paid the whiskev and then they
cheered him again. Weather pleasant and cool,

17-Tue- Heavy guns were heard today, whether it was for St, Patrieck or a
battle,don't know, Very stringent orders in regards to cleanliness,

_ Emaupe®® ;s over to see us again. Corporal Bouton arrested for
having a light after taps. Weather verv Fines—— = - mmmmmm oo

18-%ed- On dress parade there was an order that there be no more squad
cooking, but it must be done by Companv, Cant. E. S. Mills started
for home on furlough, '

-

19-Thu- Some clothing was received. 1 got a pair of mants, Two men were
detailed for codking and are to have dinner tomorrow, Heavy guns
heard again today. Weather pleasant. No sugar for 2 davs.

20-Fri- This is the dav for an equinov~ial storm and we have it in a
snowstorm. Wdf the 105tk (now
consolidated and called the o4th) -came up, Received a letter from wife,

21-Sat- Our Regiment was again called out on picket for 3 davs, The
Seargants in our Companv being sick, I was called on to 7o pnd 1T am
now out on pnicket and it is a rather tough dav. Snow 2 inches and
muddy.

22_.Sun- The guards that are on the outnost with me are all strangers to
me. Our Company are on the next post to me, Ahout 11 o'eclock A, M.,
it began to clear off and {t is verv nleasant. Orton Rounds returred,

23-Mon~ The duties are considerably increased todsv so that e have to
keep awake ¢ hours out of every 12. Lewis Bishop is the next one
that goes home from this Companv.

24.-Tue- We were relieved at 11 o'clock A.t. bv the 136th Regiment, and
we return to camp, Just at dark, it began to rain and it Vvept it ur
most all night.

25_9ed- Trose having their guns loaded had tke privilese of srootine
then at a mark. Orton Rounds was the onlv one trat hit the marl,
Hotchkiss returned, “eather pleasant. E, M, TJohpeon and Benrv “hite
in camp.

26~Thu- Received a letter from E, H. Hotekkiss last niert and answered
it todav. 20 men mone on fatigue dutv, No more furlouzhs to bhe erant-
ed. Cloudy all day,

27-Fri- Twentv men to co on dutvy called on todav. It was wrong and we
were sent back to camp. The Companv went in the P¥, and nractieend
firine at tarpet. Some good stots made. "leather very pleasant.



Mareh 2B-3zat- Althoush vesterdav -yag so fair, it cormenced to raln Aurine last
nicht and it bids falr to be a had dav and T tawve rot to ro on mard
dutv, Bad quite an easv time,

29-35un- Another knapsack Inspection this mornine at 10 o'cloct. rcelved
3 letters from home, one of which annnunces the intentior of wife to
come down here, which I hope she will not do., Beather auite cool.

30-Mon- This morning, the sun appears in all {ts splendor. 180 men of our
Regiment gone to build roads. I think that the Virginians are as much
of an unthank{ul people as the Yankees, for thev now and then have a

31-Tue- fair doyand then it i{s a weather-breeder. Yesterday was falr and
pleasan:, but during the night, it began to storm and on awakening
this movcing, we find ourselves nearly buried in wet, Feavv snow
about 3 inches deep, and the storm soon turned to rain which males
it very bad underfoot. In the afternoon, it cleared up and the snow
disappeared very fast. I have 2 or % letters from wife which are not
answered vet as she intimated that she.is coming here. A whistev
ration was seérved out to the men and some of them got as drunk as
fools. Capt. Ed Mills returned from kome and hrought me a letter
from wife, She wants to come here very much, but I cannot see it
in that way, It is no place for honest women,

April 1-Wed- Again it has cleared off, but is not very warm, It is thouzht
that we shall soon leave here., Wrote two letters to wife. Company
cooks don't go very well,

2-Thu- Burn't beans for dinner, We don't live half as well as we éid
when we cooked in squads or evervone for himself, i
c is our commander. Furloushs granted. Weather
pleasant,

3-Fri~ Nothing very interesting happening. Battalion drill 3 hours
in P,M, Weather pleasant,

4-8at- We went out on Bicket todav, The weather fine and we ttoucght
we would have a good time, but it soon clouded up and at 9 o'eclock,
P, M., it began to snow, and such a storm we iave not seeh in some
time, . -

5-S%un~ We expected to have to stav out 3 davs, but owine to the storm,
we were relieved this afternoon. We were not sorrv. Beceived a let-
ter from home, Verv wet under foot,

___S-Mon-mbemz promoted to Sdtmvme nromoted from - -
ansiedrtontmelidsms: . Lewis Bishop was made 5th Sergeant and started howe

on furlough.

7~Tue- Cm went home on furloush, C}
took his pOSLtLOn in Co. “K", : -
i R .., and T am glad of {t, Weather cool and

sone fros-.

8-Wed~ Battalion Dri{ll preparatorv to a review hv Gen. Howard, The ;

Regiment marched in revievehabanemGedygmieslds nd trere was not an

of ficer that saluted him, After heing reorimanded, . t~ied aeain and
done better,

9-Thu- Review of thre 11th Armv Corns_hWH who lost
his right arm at the Battle of Fair Oaks, He Ls akout 35 vears of

age and his hair {s somewhat grav, 'Jeather verv fine.



ToTTT onswr wy presluent LIDCOIn and ajll Generalg

e e over us, Being on guard duty, T ‘cou)d not attend, Weather nleasant
' but cool winds, Received a letter from home, a)) vell, Dnctor Eddy
up here, :

11-Sat- Very fair spring day but it looks like rain. Delancy {s on camn
guard, Lacy Pierce returned to the Combanv, He has been ahsent near
.4 months,

12-Sun- Another knapsack inspection at ¢ o‘élock. At 2 o'clock, received
orders to be ready to start in the morning, A very little rain:

13-Mon~ At 8 o'clock, got inte line and started on a march, Jeaving
our knapsacks, It is sald that we are going to Kelly's Ford, It {s
a fine day to march, being cloudy and cool. As near as I can ruess,
we marched 18 miles to Wartwood Chureh,

- - 14-Tue- Started st sunrise and marched about 16 wiles and arrived at
Kelly*s Ford at ¢ o'clock P,M, It Jooks now very much as though
there would be warm work in the.morning. Passed thtrough some fine
country, '

15-Wed- At 1% o'clock AM., 1t begah to rain and it kept it up all
day. This is the™2nd stick-in-the-mud expedition and are fust one
day too late f&r a fight, It seems as though the god of hattles was
against us, ' .

16-Thu- At 1 o'clock A M., our Companv went out to euard the Battery
for one hour. The rain mazking so muck mud, we moved our camp a2 few
rods and fixed up a good bed and slept well right in range of the
enemy's guns.

17-TFri- At 8 o'clock, I went out with some men onh guard. Exnect to

stay B hours. Weather fine. What the Movement is, we don't ¥now, !

We are near the Rappahanock, at or near Mt. Holly, Svsesmmumississen

o€ Syl ey

18-Sat-' Brigade drill at © o'clock, Sentence of "Marauders™ read to
Brigade, _
r d acr is back with * i
very fine,

19-Sun- Last night, received 2 letters from btome, Ve bad not hagd a
mail for a week. At noon, went out picketing, Veather ouite wavm,
Nothing in the way of news,

20-Mon- On picket 'till noon and then return to ecamp, A little rain
today, which makes it muddy in camp, Most of the tobacco chewers
are suffering for the want of it, Let them cet some hefore marching,

21-Tue- It is wet, cold, and dreary and we feel the need of overcoats,
We have a great deal of picket duty to do. I was out doing patro}
duty where the bushes were 0 thick that I had to crawl on mv knees,

22=-Wed- Some of tle furlourh men returned this morning. It is reported
that we are roing back to the old camp to ret our pav,The weather
is more pleasant but it rained l{ike the verv devil before mornine,

23-Thu- Last night, {t wasg expected that an attack would he made unon
"us early this morning. I was on the outlines and we had to be vide
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.April 23-cont,.awake, But there was no attacke
" .. peadquarters probablv was the.canse .of the ala-m,

264.Fri- This morning about 1 o'clock, it commenced rainire and %ent it
up *till 3 P.M, Yesterdav, Lacv Pierce went to the tospital, and to--
day Orton Rounds, One heavy gun was heard akout 6 P, ¥,

t 25.8at- It has cleared up and looks as thoush we were going to have
" fair weather, What stories can be started in camp. It is two weeks
gince we sent any mail, At ] o'clock, went out again on picket duty.
Weather fair. -

26-Sun- Well, for & wonder, I have been out on duty for 2& hours and
there has been no storm. Yesterday, there was a prisoner passed
my outpost well-guarded and blind-folded. Ball-plaving and card-
playing as much today as any other.

27-Mon- This morning, I went and got some milk and the folks are hard
up for the necessaries of life, The woman begged that I would hrine
her something. Capt. Warner and others came up with the baggace,
including knapsacks, etc. Received letters, ete,

28-Tue- Nothing very-interesting 'till.6 o'clock B.M.,, we were called
out and marched{toc where they were going to put Pontoons across.
We were taken across in the Pontoons »nd deploved as skirmishers.
The bridge was laid by 1 o'clock and encountered no enemv. e
. 1 —returned to camp at 1 o'clock, '

269-Wed- morning. The Army began to cross at 10 o'clock tast nicht,
and are at it vet and it is now dark and Ftardlv anv haggace i=
over. We have laid near the crossing all dev and have had a chance
to see more than e ever have hefore, I nresume there was 70,000
crossed, '

30-Thu- This morning we started on, We pass throurh a fire countrv.
Kelly's Ford will long remember the crossing of the Union Armv,
Big time crossimg tbe Rapidan with Baggage Train, forded it,
water mid-side of the boxes,

‘May 1-Fri- Last night at 12, arrived within 8 miles of Fredericksburg,
right West. Traveled 12 miles after 5 o'clock. Todav, the bell
has opened once we started, but came back soon, At € otelock P,M,,
called into line again. Skirmishing bv some of our Bricade. Laid
in arms in reserve all night.

2-Sat- General Hooker passed, loudlv cheered. About € o'clock, we
went into the rifle pits and staid 'till 5 P M,, when we were
relieved to get subper and before we got it readv, we were attacked
in the rear.wSukaee¥rirapmenneetISE R Y U Ry T E . We were

driven back, ~Y—"

3-Sun- Our Regiment are badlv scattered and T am awav from it. T was
taken prisoner while behind some breastworks near a brick house
used as a hospital. I am now with a good manv ol our Armv, =ome
officers,

4 Mon- Last night, we staved near where our Reciment was in action,
This morning, we nrisoners-893- started towards the South, went
about 15 miles and stopped for the nieht at Srotsvlvania Court

Rouse in the Court House vard with a brick fence and a strone
guard, Morz prisoners coming in, Plcasant.




rived at the nailroad at‘h.piace called guinia Station.-k-ﬂood
many of the men have notting to eat. We found a pood =>nv more
here, Just at dusk, it began to storm awfully,

6-Wed- We remained at this place all this dav..'?eather stormv,
About noon, we received 2 days rations of Flour, 1¥ ver dav each
man and a little salt Reef. I sold my wateh for ¢35, Confederate
_® money, More rain at night.

7~Thu- Today, there was a batch of about 7,000 started on towards
Richmond, The rest have remained tere at the Station. Bot a dol-
lars worth of sugar at $1,50 per pound.

8-Fri- About noon, we 79t under wav, marching towards Richmond,
There is said to he 1,200 of us in this batch. Passed Milford
at 4:20, passed Lewolee Station just at night and camped about

s = eeme— - - - ——  pa-mile beyond; Travelled near 16 miles;-Weather cloudv, -

9-Sat~ Started in good season marching on the B. R, track, TJust
at sundown, passed throueh a nice place called Ashland, went a
mile beyond and camped within 15 miles of Richmond, Weather warm,

10-Sun- Started at 6 o'clock still 'marching on R. R, At 81 o'clock
A M., left fhe R, R, at Glen Allen, 10 miles from Richmond, At
about 3 o'clock P,M,, arrived in the citv of Riebmond where we were
put into a dirty Tohacco warehouse too thick for health, 7eceived
1 loaf Bread. Very hot,

11-Mon- All this dav here, we lay in the basement, where there is
hardly a breath of air, 200 of us in a room 40 » 60, At 3 o'clock
received % a loaf of bread and a small piece of meat. It is said

that we are going to he removed to Belle Island,

12-Tue~ According to the papers, the funeral of Lt, Gen. Jackson
takes place here in Richmond tedav, Pe is 39 vears of are, At
6 P.M,, were taken over on Belle Island and trere found 1,380
prisoners from Rosecrans Armv,

13-Jed- All this dav, threv were verv busv Paroclineg nrisoners,
Towards night, thev hurried uvp things, Therz is a rurmo- that
Hooker is as far this wav as Ginnv's Station. ."le have had a
ration of orly one hardtack todav, Just at dark, it bepan to
rain,

14-Thu- This morning, the bread fever run bhigh, T paid %2 for 3
small loaves, After a2 while we got & hardtacks to a man, About
noon, left the Island and started for Citv Point, via Petersbury,
distant 31 ‘miles. Walked *till after dark and got within 3 miles
of Petersburg. Travelled about 20 miles.

15-Fri- Started again before sunrise, passed throurh Petershurg at
6:30 o'clock A, M,, Arrived at Citv Point and went on boatd the
steamer boat "Morris™ at noon, when we immecdiatelv received rood
bread and ham. We felt as though we had got horme,

16-Sat- This mornine, we are anchored off Fortress Monroe. After
taking on coal, we started on our wav to Annanclis. At noon, we
each received a loaf of bread and abdout + a good bolled bam.
There are over 1,000 on board, lousy as thunder,



« May

17-5un= Jaked up.and- found . that ve.were anchored off Annapolis, ano

at 10 o'clock, began to fio off of the boats ( 5 of them), and march

to Camp Parole, distant about > mlles from the citv, We were escorted
by a band of musle.

18-Mon- Being again {n Camp, of course there is notting to varv the

regular routine, Wrote to friends at home, “eather verv warm,

19-Tue- We got some clothes, such as shirts; drawers, Blankets, and
Blouses. Lrew & davs rations of eatables, Bread we rfet every dav

but the loaves are a little too small, I got 1 shirt and 1 vwr, =hoes,

20-@ed- Today, T have been washing and slaving livestock, Have got nretty

well cleaned up. Weather is very warm during the dav,

21-Thy- It is rumored today that we are poing to be removed from here
to Washington and that we start in the morning, Cooking beans for
supper, hot business.

29-Fri- At 2 ofclock P,M,, was ordered to pack up and fget into line,
marched to the dock and embarked on the steamer “Georgia"™, Left
the dock instant_before sundown, bound for Washington,

23.5at- On board ‘he boat, we received some hardtacks that were haked
last June, ratber bad. Arrived at washington at noon, At 5 P.M.,
went to Alerandriz and left boat. Marched 2! miles to camp, Found

w, arm broke. Hot coffee, bread and rice for subD-
per on a table,

24-Sun- We are now in what haé_beeﬁ called the Convaleécent Camp,
Everything is neat and clean, good barracks and bunks, I am in
Barracks 36, Bunk £3. Heard the Rev, Dr. Janes nreach todav. Verv
warnm,

25_Mon- Yesterdav, we were panting for breath, todav we bave Fire in
the Barracks. They are trving to make the prisoners work..¥ad to
call out a Regiment to keep order. TheY did not get manv,

26-Tue- Most of the men have gone to work cteerfullv, Time draes
‘heavily with we here. I do not enjov mvself,

27-Jed- Nothing different todav, It is pretty warm weather.

28-Thu- The same thing. Having no money, I have to take np with what
I can get and when I cannotl beg tobacco, have to go witbout. John
Manly was here, trying to get things fixed so we can get our Ppav.

29.Fri- 1 got outside the guard today and went over where we cambed
on Arlington Heighbts, It looks nice there, vplentv of ¢reen €rass,
and one would hardly think it could ever be as nastv as it wAas
when we was there.

30.5at- I have been very unwell todav, heing trouhled with the Nlar-
rhoea, Have not been as bad since I have bhegen ont, Was very much
disappointed at not reccivine a letter.

31-Sun- Wrote to Delancy and Charles. After dinner, moved from Barrachs

16 to Barracks 41, Bunk 80, Was verV much dicappointed at not recpivd
ing o letter from home. Heard a rood sermon hv ttre :

1 could not learn where he was from,

&
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June l-Mon- I, done a big washing, 2 shirts, 1 or, drawers,.] vair soctks,
2 pandkerchiefs and a towel, John R. MeConrell came over to cee me
today. Gave me a paper of Tobaceo and some monrev, all of which was
very scceptable,

2_Tue- Received 3 letters. One from wife, one from Delancv and one
¢ from Capt. Warner, No money from home and I am verv much dicarnointed,
for I want some very much, I am glad to hear that trey are all well,

3.Yed- Wrote home agasin today. One of the bovs of Co., *B™ that I Tent
some money to while in Richmond, received some from home and vaid re
$2., so I am not so hard up as I was,

&4~Thu- Received 2 letters todaﬁ from home, Heard that Z. Roherts had
got home all right. Good for him, There has been two burials todav,

one a prisoner that came to carp whem I did, Great revival meeting
going on in Camp. B

‘5.Fri- Am dectailed as Sergeant to oversee a squad of men to work,
Worked near the cook room digging road,

6- Sat- Towards night, we were entertained by remarks by the

. .
w Some rain.

7-Sun- It is verv cool for the time of vear. No news, verv dall,
Neard thgwm ? Societv preach
today. I certainly thought that I should get a Jetter or two,
but none came. . ‘ : w

8-Mon- Kothing to vary the regular routine of everv dav. It is eat
and walk around, then eat and sleep and so on, etc., e don't live
very high and I con't think anvone will be troubled with the
dispepsia,

O-Tue- Just before noon, we were ordered ts pack un and move into
Barracks No, 36. It is wbere I have moved from once, Fort lvons
blew up, Killing a number of men,

LSRR

10-Wed- It has been very warm today, The news fron the Western Armv
still continues to be good. Saw a man here Jooking for his son
that is here a prisoner, belonging to the 121st N, Y. V.

11— Thu- About the same thing everv dav. Nothing new, verv dull hus-
iness to be here in thés camp. vemsiew®®wedl, having been paid off
for two months and knowing that I was hard up for monev, let me
have S5,

12-Fri- Have been watching the mail everv dav for letters, and todav
find that I have two advertised in Alevanéria, Sent for them and
shall get them tomorrow.

13-Sat- Received two letters, one from home that Onan fetched to the
Regiment, and one from Delarcv with one enclosed from R, E, Fenton
that bas been two weeks coming from Washineton, 2 dietance that
I could walk in an hour. )

14-3un- This is mv birthdav. 1 am 39 vears nf are, 1 was {in hones that

1 should spend todav at home. Heavv shower of rain last nieght, WYent
out and got a few strawberries, vigited Arlington Helghts,

’ e



June 15..Mon.. 18 8 VEery Warm, g pBuUvu HEly ULy s soer s s R R it L B
, ., Division nospitals,. the whole Army.falling back,..... ... .

16-Tue- Received pav up to May 1st., Paid by ¢, W. Camnbell. Allotrent
of $60. No. 4137, The weather {8 very warm and men on the march
suffer for water, Dud Phelps came into this Convalescent Camp, sick,

17-%Wed- Today, there has more of our Company men that are sick, came
here from Division Hospitals, there has been over 1,000 arrived
today. Wrote to wife this day. I am doing some writing in an office,

-

18-Thu- Today, I see the last man that I expected to find in the army,
_Abram Van Hoosen, Got letter and papers {rom home, We were chanped
from Barracks to tents towards night, & rain storm,

19-Fri- About 6 P,M,, & convalescent, belonging to Co. "E", 154th Rent,,

comnitted suicide, W,
Chatauqua Co, We are now drawing our rations and doing our cookine.

20-Sat- Today, the drum major and two men of Co, "F", went to Washington

on a pass and none but the major came back, Wﬂ

for home or somewhere else,

-

21-3un- There has ﬁeen a pgood deal of iieavv firing heard toéav, nro-
bably a battle tear Bull Run, I have done wmy washing,

22-Mon- There was a review of the Convalescents and Parole prisoners
by Gen, Heintzelman. I can't see what it amounts to.

23-Tue- Wrote to wife, £0 Cummm—————

Gisntingideduetetertegy Some of the rted off with a
squad that were going to Annapolis, Some of them will get picked un.

24-YWed- Received a letter from boﬁe. Dud Phelps examined and sent to
the Regiment. This Convalescent Camp ia a dull vlace,

25-Thu- Nothing to change the monotonv of the place, It is the same
thing every day. Lent Dud Phelps 5 dollars. He is to pav it to
Delancy when he gets to the Regiment,

26-Fri- The same thing everv dav. Nothing new.

27-Sat- Today, there was near 1,100 sent to their Reriments, and
Dud Phelps among the number,

28-Sun- Reports are that the Rebs are within a few miles of here.
After dark, this camp was hadlv alarmed, Every team i{s on the move
doing something and we are snon expected tO-—=wcowe-

29-Mon- This morning things appear about as quiet as uveual, Nothing
surprising. Weather sarm, cloudy and sultrv,

30-Tue- This month has passed and eone. 500 Convalescents were armed
and sent out, 300 Cavalrv men sent to Washinmton to he mounted,



July l-yed- nothing to mar the quietness of the camp, eather verv warm and
’ sultry,. A S R

2-Thu- The same monotorv of the camp is still'nnhroken. Received a
very interesting letter from wife, which I will scon answer,

. 3-Fri- Sultry all day, News from the Armv not so favorahle, Some raln
before morning. :

*Note-—~ The Battle of Gettysburg was fourht tre first % davs of Tulv,
Stephen's brother Delancy, was captured at tre hattle and im-
srisoned at Libby Prison at Rictmond, Va. Stemten, of couree,

did not know this. Delancy -as captured on Julv 1, tte firat

dav of the hattle, He was confined at Lirhv Trison cometime

between Julv 21 and 25, He was adritted to the ¥{1litarv Triron
Hospital on Feb, 19, 1364, suffering from Rheumatism Ch, ¥Ye Aied

in the Hospital on Feb, 27, 1864 at tre are of 17. L
The above information is taken from Confederate Armv reco~3s at

the National Archives at Jashington, D. C. i

4-Sat- Passed verv quietly, seemed more like Sunday tran a dav nf
rejoicing. At night, there was a display of fireworks. Some rain
in the morning, just erough to lay the dust. -

-3un- As usual, we have preaching in the Chavel at one side of the
camp and gambling on the opposite,

6-Mon- 2ain most of the forenocon, guite hard, Armv news cheering,
Received a letter from home. All well.

7-Tue- News continues to he of thre rost cteerineg ¥ind. Tre weather
is cloudy and rtainy.

-

8-Yed- Showery during the day.

9-Thu- #m., Canning and mvsell went to rjashington on a »pass. I cannot
get a Furlough to go home. Called on John's wife, didn't see him,

10-Fri- Remazined in the tent most of the time todav., Verv warm, 3
heavy shower, Blackberries are ripe and the hovs get some.

11-Sat- It is verv warm and sultry todav, Two Sergeants helongine to
the 154th returned to camp todav, baving been ahcent without leave
for 20 days.

19-Sun- Wrote to wife and enclosed-a check of §60,, pumberted #4137,
. for 3% davs. The bheaviest shower that
we have had this season occurred this afternoon.

*Notew—-- The following is a copy of the letter written by Stephken to
his wife on July 12th,



Camp Convalescent
July 12, 1863

My Dear Wife:

Again I find myself compelled to make use of the pen
to say a few words to vyou instead of meetin? vou face to face as
I was in hopes of doing,

On Thursday last, I went OVPr to Washington to see what were
the chances for getting a Furlough, but I found what I knew hefore,
that if a person would get up a story ahout friends being <ick and
not expected to live, and swear to it, and get tte Colonel nf this
camp to ecndorse it, then thev gensrally receive a Furlough for ten
days, but I am not going to do any such a.thing as long as all of
you are as well as at present. I went where John used to be emploved,
but did not find him, but found where he boarded and saw his wife
for a short time, She is a great talker, and I liked her appearance
and actions much better than when I saw her at Jamestown, She
appeared to be at home and not quite so much flashv dress, She saw
Mrs. J, G. Johnson a few days before, and told me the street ttrat
she was on, but didgnot remember the Number, and so I could not
think of seeing her.

Johnson has been taken prisoner and Taroled. 1 should like to
see him. I do not hear anvthing from the Regiment, and ¥%now nothring
about them, except what we see in the paners snd ttev are not ment-
ioned, but I see that Von Steinwher led the 27tt on foot himself,
and at a double-quick, and arrived in time to do good service, and
again mention is made of the 73rd Penna., all of which rakes me think -
that they zl1 have been in action again.

Weidrick's Batterv is connected with our Brigsde, and that was
fairly taken by the Rebs when the Artillery men went into them with
stones, clubs, rammers, and swabs, knocking trem "jollv west™, and
retaking their Battery. That is what I should call hand-toshand
fighting, and prettv severe, too., The Eleventh Corps has fairlv
retreived its good name, and I shall never helieve that there was
anvone to blame at the Battle of Chancellorsville for the ctampede,
except the General of the Corns, If I ever get so I can talk with
you, I can tell yvou why I think so. I am rlad to hear that he is
doing things in a satisfactorw manrer this tirme,

Enclosed vou will find the check for sixtv ﬁollars, whick 1
will now send, although I hLave not heard whether vou have received
the ten that I sent vou last weelk, nor whether Joel Hull has paid
ten dollars to Father, but presuming vou bave received evervthing,
I will now risk this, making in all eightv dollars out of One hundred
and two, and I will keep what I have left for mv own use,

I am as well as usual and hope that vou all continue to eniov
your usual good health. Give my respects to all and helieve me as ever,

Yours
Stephen
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time, 1ece1ved a letter from home containing one from J. Manlv and one
from Sister saying that wife {s sick with the agne nf the face.

‘14-Tue- The news from the Army {s rather meager and not of much interest,

Perbaps Lee may get awav without having another battle.m
xd, Weather nleas-

ant today,

15-ded- Nothing remarkable today, Great riot in New York. Weather verv
warn, :

16-Thu- Received a letter from D, Phelps, from the Regiment, It is bhadly
cut up. They have about 60 left. CeuumeiEE—GCGEGSCEIONNR C1:rles
McKay stands it first rate. The weatPer is verv warm and sultrv.

17—Fr1- Received a letter from Father in which I learn with regret that
W S WIWY’)led. Reported news nf the fall of
: Charlestown, bope it may be true. Let O, Rounds have $2,, making
$3. in all,

1B-Sat- No very material change in the war news, See in thre Ferald a
list of officers that are taken prispners from the. 154th, . Weatber
fair and warm/ g

19-8un- It is very warm today. Received a letter from wife. She is get-
ting about again which I am ¢lad to hear. The 27th Connecticut Jeft
for home today, they being nine months men, Thev pumber zbout 300
prisoners,

20-Mon- Nothing more remarkable than common to relate. The war continrues
to he waged vigorouslv in most parts and it is to he hoped will
soon terminate, The weather continues to he verv warm,

2}1-Tue- Received a letter from wife giving me notice to he prepared
to receive sad news, as she thinks that little Fannie cannot Tong
survive. Oh, that I could go home and see ttrem all.

22-Wed- Wrote to Dud Phelps,w
scout, He fetched him to time tv firing one shol, but did not Fit

bim, Brought him into camp and he is now safe, Review todav, warm,

23~-Thu- Macde application for a Furlough, shall te disappointed if I
don't get one., Wrote to wife, There is a continual going and coming
of men to and from this camp, I am well, excent a cold.

24-Fri~ Today, we are to be rustered for pav. Henrv Martin is rere. Tt
is & long, tedlous job in a hot dav to muster 1,800 men without
an organization, It has been verv hot todav. Received a letter
from wife, '

25-5at~ Have been very busv, 8 of us, making out pav Roll, which I
think is labor lost, as it has heen done in too much of a hurrv,
The weather ig very warm,

26~3un- Have been to work on them Bav-rolls 211 Aav, and just at nirht
was very happily disannointed bv receiving word that T %ad eot a  +-jom
furlough. Have a bad cold and am nearlv sick,




July 2/<Mon- Stacted trom Camp.at A A M, Left washinmton.at 3 p M,, Ar-
v rived in paltimore at 5 p,M, Staved 'til) 9;15 p M, and started
-~ again, Had a cup of tea in washinvton and feel some hetter,
28-Tue- Arrived at Elmira and stayed there 'till 2:27 P.M,, wren T
' got onto the slowest traln that I ever saw, Was 10 hours from
there to Fome. Arrived at home about 12 o'clock at night,
29th thru August 17th--- No entries.
" August 1B-Tue- 2 Pr. Shoes returned to Quarter Master.
19th thru Sept, 3rd--- pages torn out,
Sept., 4-Sat- No entry.
5-Sun- Fannie died at 12:00 noon., Aged nine vears. : - -
6th thru 15th--- No entries,

16th thru 27th---pages torn out.

28-Mon- Eaving heard that there was & general exchange of prisoners,
I made prepar%tions to start tomorrow,

26-Tue- Started for my Regiment.
30-Wed~ Stayed in Elmira.
October 1-Thu- Started for Washington,

2-Fri- The Regiment bhaving sone to Tennessee, I reported-to Parole
Camp and staid there for three or four davs,

3rd thru 5th--- No entries,

6-Tue~ Left Parole Camp and went to Alexandria and too% a *oat to
Washington, Staid *till 7 o'clock P,M. and ttarted on Railroad
for the Regiment,

T-4ed- Passed Harﬁer's Ferrv about % P,},

8=-Thu= At Aacl, we =ora IR0 rileg from freelir~, 8% tho rwpmize
of ~einT there in the mornine, “ut Aid not ~et there 'till the
night of

9-Fri- When we arrived at Benwood after dark, we oot a cupr of cof-
fee and some Rardtacks. Crossed the Ohio on Pontoon Bridee, laid
around for 3 bours and started.

10-Sat~ Arrived at Columbus at @ P M., received no rations 'till in
the morning.

11-Sun- Arrived in Cincinatti at 6 o'clock P.M, It I{s a 1ittle curious
that there is nothing prepared for us on the route, Dropped & let-
ter as we passed Cynthias, Rested well in an old wuildine.

12-Mon- Finding that we stould not go on 'till noon,. L «want un and
saw Cvnth and Tm and rot a clean shirt.



ochber 13- Tue- Elestion day in ohio, Last night, evervthing {n mv Vnansaek

.. was stolen,
14-Wed- Left Cincinnati on the steamboat "Rodolph” st 12 noon for
Louisville, Ky.

{5-Thu- Arrived in Louisville between 9 and 10 A,M,and went to the
Soldier's Home and left for Nashville at 7 P,M, Distance 186 miles,

16-Fri- Arrived at Nashville about 5§ P,M, Left Nashville at

17-Sat- 1 o'clock A.M., arrived at Murfreeshoro on Stones Piver at
4L AM,, and stayed in the Court House '£i11 10 A, M, Started again
at 3 P.M, Passed Tullahoma 75 miles from Nashville, arrived at
Stephenson, Alabama at 7 P.M, and staved all night in a dirty
place called a house,

18—Sun- It is raining and bids fair to be as muddv as old Virginia.

About noon, arrived at the Reglment on the Tennessee River at
Bridgeport.

19-Mon- The 33rd New Jersev broke up camp and moved awav. I picked
up 2 shirts that&some of them threw sway and washed them, 50 I bad
a change. The Regiment are makine Cordurov Road,

20-Tue- Still making Road. I did not go out. Wrote a letter home.

21-Jed- The Regiment are making Tieg for a Raid Road. I am tempor-
arily in command of Company “C".

55.Thu- Continue to get out R, R, ties for 3 davs when the work is
szbandoned. -

23 and 24----No entries,

25_Sun- We are allowed to rest and wash our clothes, Wrote a Jetter
home.,

26-Mon- The Regiment drew some clothing. I sot a vair of shoes. It
is rumored that we march tomorrow.

27_Tue- At 6% o'clock, broke camd and started towards Chattanoof?a,
crossing the Tennessee river. At 11 o'clock, halted %o eat opnosite
the mouth of a cave 12 miles deep. Here are Saltpetre works,
Camped 14 miles from Chattanooga,

28. Jed- At 6 A.M,, resumed our march feeling prettv sore. At 2 PH,
were formed in line of hattle and advanced on a charce and drove
the enemy, Came through to within 4 miles of Chattanoora,

29.Thu~ Firing being heard, we were called into line at 7 AM, and
advanced towards action, but it “eing of short cduration, we re-
mained around until nearly noon, when we went into Breastworks
that were captured in the night.

30-Fri- We remain in tte same breastworks, Weather rainv, -ations
are rather short. Found some Potatoes and fried =ome Ffor dinner.




Rovember
| B

Oh heavensy Fow iL.did raing;.Alter 4DOUT an ROUr, LTE iHCLi whAwe
and relievdd us, but it proved to be a mistale and we srere acain
sent bacv in the rain, and dark as tar. At noon %todav, however
they did relieve us and we marched of f about &2 mile and camped,
The weather is more pleasant.

1-5un- We are almost constantly calle@ upon for men fo- Fatipue or
Picket, so much so that the whole company are on duty of some ¥ind.
most of the time, Weather quite mild.

2-Mon- There was a large mail came into camp today. Some of the bovs
got a number of letters while others got none, The Rehs continue
to throw shells at our Trains without much damage.

3. Tue- This is Clection day in N, Y. Nothing very remarkable, Doctor
Van Arnum came up to the Regiment,

{-Jed- The wvhole Regiment were detailed for Fatigue and all reported
to Corps Headquarters 3 times and sent back each time, Oh consis-
tency---thou art a jewel, but 1 can't see it. Weather cuite warm
and pleasant, 3 rations issved.

5-Thu- Most of the Regiment tave gone out on Faticue duty., I am trv=-
ing to make okt a Payroll, but find it rather uvphill husiness as
the last cne 1s lost, It rains ocuite swartly. The Rebs favor us
with shells occasionally.

6 and 7--- No entries,

82 3un~ Drawed some shirts and clothes and dealt them out to CO,"C",
¢ thru 15-—-No entries

16-}on- Received pay to the 3lst of October. I received vav for six
months, £102., ninety of which I left in the hands of Major Camp-
bell to be sent to Mrs. Louisa Welel, Alleganv. Jeather nleasant
but cool. "

17-Tue- Wrote to Chamberlain., Most of the Regiment are out at work,
Weather very fine for the season,

18-wed- This is a very fopgy morning, 10 men from our comnant on
fatigue, .

19 thru 2l---Ko entries,

22-Sun- At 1} o'clock P.M,, broke camp and started for Chattanoogs,
distant about & miles, and cewmped where there was no chance to
get any wood. Continued to stay tere until

23-Mon- noon, when we were ordered into lire and the prospect of a
Battle soon hecame apparent, as we were ordered to leave our
knapsacks and marched out wrere the “alls soon becan to Flv, Af-
ter dark, rade and occupled Breastworks,

24-Tue- The Battle todav is the teaviest on our left. Continued to
occupv the ? . of our Brigade was there and lost heavilv,
de are doing duty, get fired at., 3 men ir Co. "H" younded,



-

December 7-Mon- About

.November 25 thru pecember f.-- pages tOrN. OUL, v . v wer s ot o o g aan

B A,M., packed up and started on the Heck track,
Marched 17 miles and camped 1 mile West of the River, I was
not very well today,

8. Tue- Started again at 7 A,M, and marched to Philadelphia and
stopped for dinner. Soon after dinner, .it began to rain, which
made it very slipperv walking, Marched 16 miles and camped
near Sweetwater, ' :

5-Wed- Started at 71 A,M, Rations heing out last night, we are
ratter tard up, Ye are to get some tonight at Atrens, Arrived
and camped at 4 o'clock, Travelled 14 miles, YWeather pleasant,

10-Thu- Remained in camp until about noon, when we packed uv and
marched about a mile west of town and again went into camp and
staid during

11-Fri- and, having a chance to write, sent a letter to Father to

let them know where we are. Went out foraging todav. Got dinner
in two places, paid 25¢ each--stole 2 hen., Weather finq.

12-8at- Marched grom Attens to two miles west of Charlestown, distance
16 miles, Weather pleasant until after noon, it began to rain and
continued to in the night.

13-Sun- Started at 7 o'clock A,M, and marcked to Clevelsnd, distant
9 miles, where we arrived zt noon and went into camp, it being
rainy and very bad travelling. From here to Chattanocoga, it is
30 miles.

l4-¥on- About noon, moved camp a mile to the South end of the vil-
lage, Drey some flour and meal and got it bhaked into hiscuit,
Bought supper, had some sausage,

15~ Tye-~ Remained at this place 211 ttis dav and »t night, drew some
bard Tacks and eoffee, the first in 2 weels, Received orders to
march in the morning,

16-Wed- Started on the marchk towards Chattarooga, marched 15 miles.
Towards night, it rained very bard and we had a bad right of it,
Kot muwl rest.

17-Thu~ Was ordered to start at 5% o’clock, hut did rot 'till 7,
wren we found plentv of mud and water on the surface. ent
about 4 miles and then took the R. R, track and made for the
old camp. Marched today 21 miles and found the old camp in a
bad state of disorder.

13-Fri~ Last night was a cold one and we suffered some, although
everyone had a wool blanket. I bhave been husv trvineg to eet
clothing for the men. It is very cold and windv todav.

19th thru 3lst--- pages missing.



