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given a thirty days’ furlough, and being unable to return at that time
he was granted an extension of sixteen days, and in February, 1863,
went to parole camp at Alexandria, thence to Raleigh, N. C. e was
discharged at Ehnira, N. Y., June 21, 1865. All through those years
of terrible suffering he had proven himself a true and brave soldier.
Feb. 9, 1870, at Brocton, N. Y., he was united in marriage to Betsey
J. Haight, the daughter of Luke and Mary (Rorapaugh) Haight. She
was born March 1, 1842, in Smithville, ﬂ Y. Two children have
blessed this union, Lillian A., born Oct. 15, 1873, and William, born
Dee. 31, 1876. William Iaight, a brother of Mrs. Skinner, was in
Co. E, 154th N. Y. V. L. Comrade Skinuer is a member of James R.
Hall Post, No. 292, and his wife is a_member of the W. R.C.; they
live on a beautiful grape farm near Portland, N. Y.

LESTER SKINNER.

Lester Skinner, a son of David and Betsey (1Lill) Skinner, was born
May 12, 1831, in Portland, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. When only a boy
of fourteen, he entered the ranks of Co. A, 2d U. S. L. Art., of the
Regular Army, Jan. 4, 1846, at Syracuse, N. Y., as a private and in
the course of his youthl!ul military life was promoted to Sergeant, being
too young for further promotions. Under Brevet Colonel Duncan
this gallant command left the U. S. and joined the forces of Gen.
Taylor at Point Isabelle, Texas, near Fort Brown, then besieged by
the Mexicans. On May 8, 1846, they met in battle ut Palo Alto, de-
feating the Mexicans; directly following was the sigral victory at
Resoca de LuPolna on May 9. After these glorious achievements
his command was sent to Vera Cruz, under Gen. W. Scott, and he was
detailed on board the frigate * Vandalia” about four months, return-
ing to his command before the bombardment of Vera Cruz. He par-
ticipated in every battle on the inland and march to the City of Mex-
ico, receiving his well-earned discharge November, 1847, at the City
of Mexico. On returning home he immediately ve-cnlisted in the
same company and regiment, and once more landed at Vera Cruz.
Peace having been declared e came back to Fortress Monroe, and
in 1851-2 was on the scientific board, and was transferred in Co. C,
201 U. S. H. Art. In 1858 he was sent to Florida; the Seminoles had
revolted, and skirmishes and surveying occupied his time until the

ear 1858. We next find him at Boston Ilarbor, and on the memora-

le Jan. 9, 1861, his command was ordered to Dry Tortugos, Fla. It
was the first company of the North to move at beginning of the Civil
war. Under Brevet Major Lewis G. Arnold, the command fortified
Dry Tortugos, and remained until February, then came to reinforce
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Gen. Slemmer at Fr. Pickand, Fla., garrisoning this unul Apri '
1861. He accompanied Co. A, U. S. L. Art. to W;whn-é:mi, ml-drtri:-
joined his command at Dry Tortugos. In November. 18 0 e )'“next
ipated in the bombardment of Ft. Pickand, Fla. anlsé(l;:,\n. e
witnessed the operations of his command in M ‘h,. ! "«:“s e
April, on the frigate “Mississippi,” he passed the towning l,,un i
the rebel forts near New Orleans, as his regiment wits ordt:.lgt "‘P b
river. On the surrender of New Orleans, in April, lb-(l;—iS‘(?" b:l
placed on ordnance and guard duty until discharged Nov. 4, 18bZ,

_ a=ain re-enlisted in the Orduance Corps for three yoars, and served

fathfully until Nov. 3, 1865, On Jan. 3, 1866, he vnhsu.‘«l fo:”l‘::
last time, in Co. 11, 15th U. 3. Reg. Inf., and during the. ‘1 c'cont;rc.\k-
tion of the Scuth, this regiment was ul_u~ectly u‘\stru_nf:eutf u:" H ‘the
ing up the famous u](hpl\:lux-l(lan," Tan. 3,.]}«,.0&‘“.“.%;:  1us
discharge of our worn, heroie veteran at llu.ntsvnllc-. ! '.1. Ray o
twenty-two years he had endured Lhc.h:\rclsln})s of the .umy‘ -l g
conrage known only by the bravest of men. In ['h‘(- u-:unp,' ‘IO:‘l “-_ ;he
field, he showed the greatness of his manhood. . Iwo ‘c‘.na‘s u; R
<uffering of our comrade, one reccived before I‘.nulnw-n.*: ) ‘V-;S o3
<hot in the head; the other, a gunshot received in the side ur et
Seminole revolt. Comrade Skinner takes great pleasure In ve! a '8
the stirring scenes and battles of his early m:un\nm«.l‘. e is nul\:l \'[:‘(;"i‘c"
ine the declining years of his life in sight of the “hillowy old b
and the home of his early chillhood at Portland. N. Y.

MABVIN M. SKINMNER.

Marvin M. Skinner, Corp. of Co. F, 154th N. V. V. L, t'ul;‘wg I‘|gc
ranks of the great Union army when ouly 19 yeurs of :nge.'m g 1%
1362, in the town of Arkwright, Chautanqua €o.:: - Y‘ ; ia U-I‘I‘l;
mand was assigned to the 1st Brig., 24 Div., th A G ;.'(fl“f:l:hc
sransferred to the Army of the Cumberland, and L. came I:l v..ut'f)]‘“ :
1-t Brig., 2d Div., 20th A. C. e shaved in the gl vies of this \n‘ i b
reviment on many hard fought fields, L‘Ia:u)ccll‘u ~\Pl|e,.. };cui\;‘)jn:,
Lookout Mt., Knoxville. Buzzards Roost, Mill €y ck |.‘u ae, ‘L>-I:-‘{;|:
Dallas aud Pine Kuob. June 15, 1864 at Pine K wob, ba"j".‘é.t--(,,.-
rade was wounded in the left leg by a eunshe \'cnt_t(‘; '(d (f‘-\\'m'
ville, Ind., for three months on account of wound .mJ' typhoid t" .
In September, 1864, he was furloughed for thirty ul...\sl, lfj?mlp,‘)cuné
resiment in May, 1865, at Goldsboro, N. C. On the 'lhll ( ng o’ abe,
13%5. he was grauted his honorable discharge at [HEY cn‘s urg. 'lh;
For his valued services “Uncle Sam” has given lum & txu\sum.

now resides on a well kept favm near Charlotte Couter, N.



