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My dear Friend A 

7/itha c a l a pe^ce perr^.dinr BV whole b r i - - , I seat myself t o w r i t e t o ypu; i a 

r e p l y t o your k i a d l e t t e r which I rec»d l a s t Tuesday. Today i s Suaday, everythiag 

i s calM (5c q u i e t ever^d:hiag seeas l i k e peace; ay i t i a d w i t h the r e s t ; i t seeas j u s t 

aow as though I was a t peace w i t h a l l k I had ao e a a i t y a g ^ i a s t aay oae; k t h a t I 

could always -^eel t h u s ; but t i s aot sy aature; before I kaow i t xy aind i s dwelliag 

oa the a c t i o n s o f some persoa: k ere I kaow i t I ajs consigaiag thesi t o soae juiseratJLe 

f a t e which i a r e a l i t y I would aot wi s h them t o share, but thea I t r y t o do as aear 

r i g h t as po s s i b l e <5c be a maa what time I stay oa e a r t h so t h a t when I d i e I iaay 
f e e l I have aot l i v e d i a v a i a , but t h a t the w o r l d i s a l i t t l e b e t t e r f o r my haviar 

beea i a i t . A s o l d i e r i s g e n e r a l l y what t h * y would c a l l a t home rough; he does 

aot p l a s t e r over h i s a c t i o n s as saooth as some o f those a t hone, but a t heart ha 

i s apt t o be the t e t t e r of the two; what he says you ?aay deoend on; f o l k s at Kbae 

are t - ^ r r i b l y conceraed about t h e i r boys i a t l i e army. They would do w e l l t o look 

a l i t t l e more t o t h e morals of those at home. I should judge by some o f my l e t t e r s 

I get k by what I hear from those who have been home <5c what I saw v/hile a t home, 

t h a t the s o c i e t y i n I>-cn was receding instead of advancing t w a r d s t h a t refinement 

which should c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . FrO^t l e t thea not i n f l u e n c e you; take a s t r a i g h t 

forward course k keep i t ; remember you are responsible f o r your acts k time t h a t 

pleasure i s not the o b j e c t o f t h i s l i f e but a r e c r e a t i o n from the s t e r n e r d u t i e s . 

Perhaps I am g i v i n g t o much advise i f so excuse i t . I cannot keep i t out o f my 

mind; I f e e l an i n t e r e s t f o r you which I f e e l f o r no o t h e r ; I get a good many 

l e t t e r s k I get so much t r a s h k nonsense t h a t i t i s a r e l i e f t o get a good l e t t e r 

from you. I l i k e f u n k nonsense as w e l l as anyone but t o have a l l s p o i l s t h e 

whole. ]̂o-.7 f o r the news, the Re b ^ they say have gc^ tne blues; I guess they have, 

th« way they d e s e r t . The re p o r t i s we are going t o get pry i n a t^cy or two; I 

hope we s h a l l , then I ' l l have » n^r h \ t ; I have one w i t h about 70 holes i n the top 

of i t . The \pys are a l l w e l l , B>ill sends h i s best respects t o voujci he got a l e t t e r 
from Miss G. toda^ don't you t e l l anyone. Marshall k Gel are on oicke:.. Some of 



the toys mm p i c k e t went p a t r o l i n g l a s t n i g h t k found a b a r r e l o f f l o u r t h a t r o l l e d 

o f f t he c a r s . Our Quartermaster has resigned k gone home. I t h i n k Del w i l l have 

hi s place but don't know. I hope he w i l l get i t . I got a pass y-sterday k went 

i n t o the cave i n Lookout. 7/e went i n about two miles under ground; when we came 

t o q u i t e a stream, someplaces looked l i k e l a r g e rooms, »bme places we had t o cr a w l 

on hands k knees then w a l k a narrow path over ro^k k a plaafk % v e r some deep hole , 

over down some large stones k we could hear them way down, down, i t seemed as 

though t'were two hundred f e e t . I got some good nice one; We stayed u n t i l our 

candles were tr//o t h i r d s burnt then had t o h u s t l e out f o r i t i s darker than p i t c h , 

i n there j u s t a t the encnncflTe stands a rough head fcoard on which i s i n s c r i b e d the 

f o l l o w i n g , an unknown woman, a v i c t i m of r e b e l c r u e l t y ; some Ohio troops found her 

k buried her, the grave i s ajodut f o u r f e e t from the r a i l r o a d t r a c k , as I looked 
at i t I thought how the women o f t h i s country must s u f f e r k I prayed t h i s 7/ar 

might c l o s e , but t h e r e has got t o be more f i g h t i n g , more b̂ -ood s p l i t ere s h a l l 

again r e t u r n the south a r e , s t r a i n i n g every nerve t o f i l l t h e i r a n a i e s l I t h i n k 

when the spring campaign opens t h e y w i l l have as large an army as ever. They had 

at anyone t i m e , I t h i x i k t h e r e w i l l be bloody f i g h t i n g . About the r e s u l t s I have 

not a doubt - we s h a l l conquer them though i t take t e n years, what makes me speak 

* f i t the papers a l l t a l k so f a v o r a b l y , k t h i n k we are gbing t o have peace 

I can't see i t wish I could. I wish you would t e l l me how. Then was i n a 

great h u r r y t o bid you good bye. was she. I guess she has bidden me goodbye I 

have not heard from her i n three months, you said I d i d not want your l e t t e r s so 
long I must l e t you know. I w i l l , but j u s t keep 7 / r i t i n g them long t i l l I l e t you 

know. I have been shaved k had my h a i r cut today I l e t my moustache remain; I 

• am going t o l e t them rush; perhaps you won't knir.7 me when I get home but Frant I 

must leave you, i t i s about as hard t o stop as i t used t o t o go home, sometimes, 

I guess -'t i s chore time so I w i l l bid you good bye. 

I remain your t r u e f r i e n d , Edgar Y/rite s3)o». 


