" 10CKOUT VALIEY Feb. 13/64

¥y dear Frieud
Witha calm peses perv.ding my whole beiﬁ;. I seat ayself to write to ypu; in
reply to your kind letter which I ree'd last Tuesday, Today is Surday, everything

is ealn & Qulet everything seams like peacs; nmy mind with the rest; it seens Just

ﬁ:naw as thourh I was at pesce with 2ll & I had RO enmity agginst ary ome; & that I

could a]wajs feel thus; but tis mot =y nature; before I kmow it ry mind is dwelling

on the actiors of some person: & ere I know it I am consigning them to some miseralle

fate which ix reality I would rot wish them to share, but thew I try to do as wear

right s possible & be a manm what time I stay om earth so that when I die I may.

feel I have mot lived in vain, but that the world is a little ietter for my haviar
been in it, A soldier isg generally what they would 221l a2t home rough; he does
ot plaster over his actions as smooth as some of those at home, but at heart he
is apt to be the tetter of the two; what he says you may devend on; folks at hone
are t”*rlblj concerned about their boys im the arny. They would do well to look

a little more to the morals of those at home. I shoula Judge by some of my letters

I zet & by what I hear from those who have [sen home & what I saw while at home |
that the society in Lecn was recediry instead of advancing tewards that refinement
which should characteristio, Frawt let them xot influsnce you; take a strairht
forward course & kesp it; ramsnber you are responsible for your acts & time that
Pleasure is mot the object ofthis 1ice but a recreation from the sterner duties,
Perhaps I am £iving to much advige if so excuse it, I canrot keep it out of my
®igd; I feel an interest for you which I feel for no other; I sat a £ood many
letters & 1 £et 80 much trash & nonserse that it ig g relief to get a good letter
from you. I like fum & nmonsense ags well as anyone but o have allh_n_y;pcils the
whols. ‘Now for the news, the Re bsy they say have goc* tne blues; I suess they have,

= . . ; .
the way they dessrt, The report is we sre £01ng To get prv in a gon or two; I

hope we shall, them I'11 haye 3 ne7 nat; I have one with about 70 holes in the top
of it. The kpvs are all well, pill sonds his best respects to youq he zot a letter
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from ¥iss G, tods, don't you tell Anyome. MNarshell & Cel 2re on pickei. Some of



the qu; an picket went patrolimg last might & found a barrel of flour that rolled
off tho ears., Our Quartasrmaster has resigned & gowe home. I think Del will have
; h15'plg¢e;but dor't kmow. I hope he will get it. I got a pass y=sterday & went
into.the c;ve in Iookout. We went im about two miles under ground; when we cane
to quita_i stream, someplaces locked like large rooms, sbome places we had to crawl
"“’cj;hands &bkleos her walk & marrow path over roek & a vlank Dver soms deep hole,

,fﬁaﬁnlsoue large stomes & we could hear them way down, down, it seonad as

'~.though t'wer- two hundred feet. I got some good nice ore; We stayed until our

kcaldles were two thirds purat ther had to hustle out for it is darker than piteh,
in thore Jjust at the end¥ywpre stands a rough head foard ow whieh is imseribed the
following, an umknown womar, & victim of rebel cruelty; some Chio troons foumd her

& kurlcd her, the grave is apout four feet from the railroad traek, as I looked

at it I thought how the women of this country must suffer & I praysd this war
night clo;a, but there has got to be more fighting, more plood split ere shall
azain retura the south are, strairing every merve to f£ill their armiesl I think
when the sprinmg éampaign opexs they will have a3 large an arwy as evar, They had

at 2uyoms time, T thixk there will be Hoody fighting, About the results I have

not a doupt - we shall corqu=r them though it take tan years, what makes me speak

df it the papers all talk 8o favorably, & think we ara £0inz to have peace
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I can't see it wish I could. I wish you would tell me how. Then was ia a
great hurry to bid you zood bys. was she, I Zuess ske has bidden me good bye I

have not heard from har in three momths, ¥ou said I dig rot wamt your letters so

long I must let you knmow, I will, but just keep writing then long till I lat you
aow, I have bean shaved & hagd my hair cut today I let By moustache remain; I
“&m going to let them rush; perhaps you wom't kmrdw me whan I g+t home but Frant T
aust leave you, it is about 25 hard to stop as it usad to be to go home, sometimes |
I guess 7t is chore time so T will bid you good bye.

I remain your true friend, Edgar Virite sdoxr,



