
KELLY'S FERKY, JANUARY 26th /54 

Dear F r a n t 

I r e c ' d your l e t t e r l a s t Saturday n i r h t <& should answered i t sooner but we 

had orders Sunday n i ^ h t t o f)e ready t o march a t 8 o ' c l o c k t h e next Morn ing ; we 

knew not whi ch way we were goini^J we were reaey a t t h e t i m e & March t o t h i s place 

on ly f i v e or s i x m i l e s , t o r e l i e v e t h e 101 1 1 1 . r c g t . Our d u t y i s t o unload 

boats & guard the s tores h e r e , have f u l l r a t i o n s draw s o f t - b r e a d 2 days & f l o u r 

1 out o f 5 & t h e o t h e r r a t i o n s i n good q u a n t i t i e s ; We woved i n t o t h e camp o f t h e 

regiment t h a t l e f t & the C o l . gave me square t e n t w i t h a f l y o r e r i t f o r a cover 
r i g h t near h i s , a niee f i r e p l a c e i n , a l l I had t o do was put up the ends, i t i s -' 
r e a l l a r g e . B i l l , Tom & myse l f occupy i t . Th is i s t h e roughest p lace I ever 

saw; a l l rocks , now and t h e n & homely women, h i g h rocky b l u f f s a l l around, t h e 

boat comes up once or t w i c e a day ; Frn-tt I was rry r^lid to g e t your l e t t e r , I 

had looked more t h a n a week f o r one f r o n y o u ; I began t o t h i n k y i u had f o r g o t t e n 

me a lmos t , or e lse was s i c k . You seemed t o be i n a melancholy mood when you 

w r o t e , ybu w r i t e as though t h e present was gloomy, t h e f u t u r e d a r k , t h a t l i f e was 

not as pleasant as i n days gone by ; you sa id you cared f o r nobody & nobody eared 

f o r y o u ; Now Frant you kninw b e t t e r ; you have f r i e n d s t h a t a re good & t r u e , one 

at l e a s t 6c I know p l e n t y who are your f r i e n d s ; you have f r i e n d s enough; a l l you 

want i s t o t h i n k ^ what care you whether a l l a r e f r i e n d s %r n o t , c h e r i s h those 

who arc' . t>e what woman should be pure 6, l o v e l y , b^ Cocd & leave t h e r e s t t o 

him, who doeth a l l t h i n g s % Y G 1 1 ; & a l l w i l l come out w e l l . To be sure these are 

gloomy t i m e s , but i f we do our d u t y each one i n h i s p l a c e , we s h a l l U gay ^ ^ - -

happy s t i l l ; i n s p i t e o f rebs or . I guess by your t a l k t h e r e i s a g2>od deal 

said about you a t home, i f so i t i s caused by t h e i r j e a l o u s y ; or e l se t h e y w i s h 

t o p u l l you dcy^n t o t h e i r own l e v e l ; t h e r e are some who hate you because you have 

a s t ronger ho ld uu on my a f f e c t i o n s than t h e y . I kno^- i t i s so F r n a t k t h e y w i l l 

p u l l you down i f t h « - c a r ; perhaps Frnat I have don^ some t h i n g s I ought not t o 
h ive done; i f so f o r g i v e the:^;: ^ t h i n k o f me as one who loves you , I have sent 
p i c t u r e s i i c t t . r ^ ti> o t h e r s , b u t you have had t h e p r « f . r c « o e i n a l l my t h o u g h t . 
& im a l l my A . i s h e s ; I don' t h i n k t h e y ^76uld ma>.e yiSi _ t h i » k y i u aro t h a t 



k i » d , bat might aak« you t h i n k I d i d not care a n y t h i n g a out yoii^ ' I can sec i n 

tome o f your l e t t e r s a want o f conf idence , t h r o w i t a l l a s i d e & w r i t e t o me as 

you sometiixes used t o t a l k t6 me 6c when we meet I w i l l prove t o you I am, Edgar , 

6: t h a t my love f o r you ins tead o f decreasing your l o r g absence has grown 

s t r o n g e r . You thought my l e t t e r s r<»ad v e r y down, i t must t e a mis take i f t h e y 

diH (l never was more c h e e r f u l t h a n since I got t a c k -th t h e r e g ' t never so f u l l 

o f f u n ; never so and never . I am g lad your f a t h e r i s coming home. I hope 

you w i l l see him t h i s t i m ^ , I would l i k e th be t h e r e a days w h i l e you were 

a t home, w o u l d n ' t we have a r e a l o l d t a l k , 6c would not we t e happy f o r a l i t t l e 

w h i l e a t l e a s t . I have v / r i t t e n p l a i n ; perhaps som^ t h i n g s I ought not i f so they 

are n i s t a k e s Sb o f t h e heâ ^ ard not the h e a r t . IVe might as w e l l t e p l a i n t e l l 

each o t h e r our thoughts as keep them t o ourso-ivea. Let us foe fri^^nds what 

. I made sosie sp lend id f r i e d cakes t h e o ther day c a shor t cake as much 

as a . Gi - r - i i^y loVe t o a l l my f r i e n d s . Good v i g h t . N a s h v i l l e , Tenn. 


