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KELLY'S FERRY, JANUARY 26th /o4

Dear Fraat
T rec'a your letter last Saturday might & should amswersd it sooxer but we

had oraerﬁ Surday night to be ready to mareh at 8 o'cloek the next moraing; we
knsw mot whieh Way we were goimgzl'we were reaa, at the time & march to this Dlaec

only flve or six -1198 to rollove the 101 111, regt. oOur duty is to unload

 “FEnata & guard the stores hers, have full rations draw soft-iwread 2 days & flour

Z 1 out of 5 & the other rations in good quantitlés° Vie moved into the eanp of the

roglnent that left & the Col. g£ave me square tent with a fly over it for a ecover

right mear his, a nice fireplace in, all I had Yo do was put up the erds, it is
real large, Blll Tom & myself oceupy it. This is the roughest place I ever

$aw; all roeks, mow amd then & homely women, high roeky pbluffs al1 around. the
boat comes Up oxce or twice a day; Freet I Was smry «lad to get your letter, I
had looked more than a week for one from you; I peran to think y®du had forgotten

me almost, or else was siclk. You seemed to be in a melancholy mood when you

wrote, yeu write as though the present was gloomy, the future dark, that life was
%ot as pleasant 23 in days goue py; Yyou siid you cared for nobody & no body eared

for you; Now Framt you kwow better; You have friands that are good & true, one
at least & I kuow Plenty who are your friends; you haye friexds exouzh; all you

want is to thinkg what care you whether all are frieads @r wt, cherish those

who are! Be what woman should be pure & lovely, he gocd & leave the rest to
him, who doeth all things well; & all will cope out well, To be sure these are
zloomy times, but if we 4o our duty each ome in his nlace, we shall be Ly &

happy still; im spite of rebs or « I guess py your talk there is a good deal

said about you at home. if so it ig causad py their Jealousv; or else they wish

to pull yoyu down to their owe level; there are Soue who hate yoy because You have
& stromger hold up OR my affections than they. I kmow it is so Fraat g they will
Pull you down if ther can; perhaps Frrat I have dome some things I ought not to

hive done; if so forgive thez % thiak of me 2s one who loves you, I have sent e
pictures & lettersy to others, put you have had the preference in all ny thoughts

think ¥du are that

—

& im all my wishes; I don' think they would ma.e yeR



'ﬁxiiiij; put might make you think I did »mot care anything a p out you'I can see in
bw;o;e,of ybur letters a want of confidence, throw it all aside & write to me as
i'yovl..l sometines used to talk té me & when we meet I will prove tc you I am, Edgar,
& that my love for you instead of deereasiaz 1. your lonmg alsence has grom
stronger. You thought my letters read very dows, it must be a mistake if they
d¥ @ mever was nore cheerful thax simce I got haek td the reg't mever so full

of fum; mever so and never o I am glad your father is coming home. I hope

:yltﬁ;yoﬁlwill ses him this time, I would like t® be there a frv days while you were
at hone,‘wouldn't we have a real old talk, & would not we be happy for a little

while at least. I have written plain; perhaps some thirgs I ought nrot if so they

ars mistakes & of the head and wmot the heart. We nizht as well be plaiw tell

each other our thoughts ac keep them to ourseives. Let us pe friends what

o I made some splendid fried ecakes the other dey % a short cake as much

as a . Giva wy love to all my friemds. Good »ight. Washville, Tem».




