
CARVER HOSPITAL, J u l y 29/63 

Dear F r a a t ' " ' - ^ : v ... , \^ 

77ith thou^rhts e i t h e r p a i a f u l or p leasant I seat myse l f t o - ^ r i t e t o you , 

a l t h i u c h you t o l d me not to w r i t e t i l l I got another f rom you ; I stopped at E l m i r a 

& stayed t i l l monday n i g h t when I s t a r t e d f o r here <fc got here safe & sound w h i l e 

a t E l m i r a I c a l l e d on Mr . Murdie & he t o l d me you had £>een t h e r e & s t a i d & s t a r t e d 

f o r home Saturday m o r n i n g . Oh F r n a t i f o n l y I had known i t I v/ould have givmn 
a good d e a l ; I got t h e r e a t t w e l r e ©•clock f r i d a y n i g h t - stayed t o the s o l d i e r s 

home u n t i l morning & t h e n went t o t h e h o s p i t a l , i t was hard t o {?e so near & not 

see each o ther but i t must be i t was Ood*s w i l l l e t us hope t h a t t h e t ine w i l l 

soon come iThen we may meet & not hare t o p a r t when I come home a g a i n may I be a 

f ree man & may t h i s war t « among the t h i n g s t h a t w e r e . I had a Tery pleasant 

t ime w h i l e a t home but I missed you v e r y much when I got cn t c t};e cars oh, how ' 

l one ly I f e l t such .̂ r '^-^rfu] ur .ccrtai^^ty l a y before me where would I be another > 

year from t h i s t i m e & vrhen should I meet w i t h my o l d f r i e n d s ^j: l i v e o v - r those 

pleasant t imes again which I had j u s t passed t h r o u g h . Then I thought o f my regiment 

k how i t was s c a t t e r e d not h a r d l y a boy t h a t I knew l e f t , these thoughts made me 

f e e l v e r y sad b u t such thoughts would not do & so I looked a t the s u b j e c t i n a i A t h e r 

l i g h t . I saw my c o u n t r y s t r u g g l i n g f o r l i f e . I saw s laveho lders k ambit ious men 

t r y i n g t o t r a m b l e under f o o t the l i b e r t y o f t h e people !c t o des t roy t h a t government 

which our f a t h e r s formed ^ under Yfhich our n a t i o n prospered beyon4 a n y t h i n g ever 

known tefor^e ^ t h e darkrecs c l e a r e d away I saw my d u t y p l a i n be fo re me d: reso lved 

t o perform i t though i t cost me my l i f e & v . , y God h e l p me k preserve me t o see t h e 

r e b e l l i o u s s t a t e s come Pack under the o ld s t a r s & s t r i p e s & a l l fae u n i t e d . I t i s 

very c o o l k n ice here t h i s m o r n i n g ; about as warm as i t i - , a t home, t h e f l i e s are 

t h i c k e r t h a n s p l i t t h e y bother me so I can h a r d l y w r i t e , t h e r e was between t h r e e 

f o u r hundred worn out t i r e d s l l d i e r s came h - r e t h i s m o r n i n g , t h e y have-had v e r y 

hard t imes l a t e l y & t i i '^y look h a r d . i t seems c u r i o u s t o hear ther^i p ra i se up t h e 

v i c t u a l s f o r d inner w h i l e t o me t h e y don»t h a r d l y lock f i t t o e a t . t h e doctor j u s t 

c a l l e d me down t o see me about s t a y i n g over my f u r l o u g h a t f i r s t he sa id he would 
have t o r e p o r t me t o t h e g e n e r a l but when I showed h im my c e r t i f i c a t e - o m t h e 

. u r s . o n . t Kl» i ra h . . . i d I . 1 1 r i . h t . F r . . t I d i d dot t h i r i c you u o u l d : , 



j e a l o u s ; when I w r o t e t h a t l e t t e r I thought I would t e l l you before some one r i s e 

d i d as t h e y seem t o hare a good d e a l o f i n t e r e s t i n my w e l f a r e ( same f o l k s ) ca t a 

pieee i f f b e r r y p ie f o r me & k i s s any o f t h e boys you l i k e bcdjr & remember me as 

your t i m e f r i e n d Edgar, v / r i t e soon p lease . ^ : 


