CARVER HOSPITAL, July 2 /63

Dear Frant

With thoughts meither painful or pleasant T seat myself to write to You,
althdugh you told me not vo write till T gZot another fron you; I stoppad 2t Elmira
& stayed till monday right when I started for here & got hare safa & sound while
at Elnir; I called on ¥r, Murdie & he told me you had been there & staid & started

for hone«sgturday MOraing. Ch Frmat if only I hsad kmown it I vould hsve £ivan
% good deal; I got there at twelve o'clock friday aight - stayed to the soldiers

home until mormimg & thew went to the hespitwl, it was hard to be so near & not

see each other but it must be it was God's will & let us hicpe that tre tirewill

%00R come when we may meet g not have to part when I eom® home again nay I be a

free man & may this war be amorg the thiwgs that were. I had a very pleasant

time while at home but I missed you very such when I got ox to the ears ok, how
loxely I felt such o Adresdful vacertaiaty liy bsfore ma where would I be another
year from this time & when should I meet with my old friewmds 2 live ov~r those
oleasart times again whieh I haq Jjust passed through. Thexn I thought of my regiment
& how it was scattered not hardly a boy that I knew left. +these thoughts made ne
feel very sed but such thoughts woula ot do & so I looked at the subjeet in axdth ar
dight, I saw my country struggling for life. I #aw slaveholders & ambiticus men
trying to tramble under foot the liberty of the peovle 2 to destroy that governnent
which our fathers formed & under whieh our matiox prospered éeyoné 2uything ever
;kncwn kafonvp & the darkrpaess cleared away & I saw ny duty plaiw before me & resolved
to cerform it though it cost me my life g Wy God help me & PTesSsrve ne to see the
rebelliouns states come back under the oiqd stars & stripas & al) be united, It is
Very cool & miee here this moraing; about as warm as it is at home, the flies are
thicker than 8plit they bother M8 S0 I can hardly write, there was between three

four hundred Worn out & tireg soldirrs came hers this morping, they have ‘hag very

hard times lately & they look hard. it Seens curious to hear then praise up the

victuals for dinrer while to me they don't hardly look fit to eat, the doetor Just

called me down to see xa apout stayimg over ny furlough at first he said he would

: ' ps o ~
have to report me to the general but when I showed him my certificate “rom th

i inl 1d be
surgeon ot Elmira he said I was 21l right. Frant I d4id not think you wou




ijoaloul.ﬁ;",bbn I wrote that .letter I thought I would tell you before some one clse
did as they seem to have a zood deal of imterest im my welfare ( same folks) eat a

piece ¥F perry pie for me & kiss any of the Loys you like bedp & rememler me as

your true friemd Edgar, write soom »nlease,




