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NEAR STAFFCED C. H. VIRGINIA, April 10/%3

My dear Franrt
I promised to write you and do it this week s8 to keep my word geod I shall have
to do it teday se it cam go out temorrow. I had just laid dowm to take a map but I

happened te think 3f my promise so I got up axd wert to work. You kxwdw I abways like

to keép iy word good. We are havimg so many grand reviews and so much drilling I:_ -

éai'f get time to write mor amything else. We had a Gramd Review yesterday."Wb‘wéro

reviewed by Gen., Howard and staff., He is our jamor general ucﬁ:jhﬁéﬂhas taken e 611&;‘

lately and Sizel has gome west, I Ielieve I'd rather have Sigel. Today we had a grand

review at which the president, gemeral Hooker amd a1l the divisiom generals and
brigidares im the corps. were presexzt, It was s grand show. the grandest I have
seex since I was in Virginia. Ve were told to get ready im the mornimg so aboutvll
we started axd wemt about two miles to the place where the reviaw was to h; held.

Here we were up ix lines one behind the other, a brigade im a line. We had Just got
forned axd stacked our gums te rest whem we could see them 211 lookimg towards the
station. I soom saw it was a body of Lamcers that attracted their attention. They
were gayly dressed and mouwted or fime horses each cre bearing o dance about 10 ft.
loxg with a little red flag om. The next thimg we heard was the roar of thg cannon
awrd almost made up jump out of our boots followed by 25 more im homor of the presidext,
All eyes were strained to goﬁ o glimpse of that chap Lireolun. Tre beys in the rear
rexk  pushed themselves 10 ft. high( though I reckda they would be glad to come down
a veg or two when they come to crawl into their tents), He socon camein sight followed
by about 500 generals anéd officers and calvany('th're were three wormer with him and
they looked a great deal petter to me tham he did) after they r%de around and showed
thexselves to us, we had to walk along by them and show ourselves to then. There was
a little boy about as large as Dutck Shammox who rode by the side of the president
fulfilling what is vrittern in the Bible (R 352%1e child snhzll lead then) afser we

a2  im review, ve nmorched brck to camp and sat down to my dimner of koiled pork and

hard tack. I made up my mind that 211 their ard show was only a outside show, oxly

s mask to'cover the miseries, the anguish and tesrs which is caused by war. Their



is that we have never beem sworm in and they can't hold us. The boys thought the

ei_‘fioers were going to try to get us sworn im teday or tomorrow they ean't see if..
I guess it is all humbug. I wish it would happei soxevway sc that we codld get hore,
The paper was a present from Johm Manley, he gave every ome khx i the regimemt twe
sheets because we named the carp after him. 4e boys are all well, Del has gbno
_hong‘, lut Framt, I must close this lettsr and get some wood. ITTrite as soon ssyou

zet t_hen; From your true friemd, Edgar S.



