
(no d a t e ) 

Edgar, do you g e t d i s h e a r t e n e d any i n r e g a r d t o t h e 
d i s t r a c t e d s t a t e o f our c o u n t r y ? The n i g h t seems l o n g and 
d a r k , b u t t h e dawning o f t h e morning may y e t be c l e a r and 
b r i g h t . I am o n l y one o f among t h e m u l t i t u d e s who are p r a y i n g 
t h a t t h e t i m e i s n o t f a r d i s t a n t when t h e s l a v e and J e f f 
Davis s h a l l r e t u r n w i t h h i s f o l l o w e r s s a y i n g we have s i n n e d 
a g a i n s t thee and are no more w o r t h y t o be c a l l e d t h y sons. 

There has been and i s y e t c o n s i d e r a b l e e x c i t e m e n t 
i n B u f f a l o . The people f e a r t h e c i t y i s g o i n g t o be d e s t r o y e d 
by rebs who h i d e themselves i n Canada. War seems t o be 
Measuring our homes. God g r a n t i t may come no n e a r e r . 

Here i t i s q u i t e l a t e i n t h e e v e n i n g and t h i s l e t t e r 
i s n o t f i n i s h e d y e t . Perhaps you w i l l say she no need t o 
have w r i t t e n such a l o n g one t h e n , b u t say what pleases 
you most. I don't c a r e f o r you so want o l d meanest. 

I am g l a d you have got your n i c e house back a g a i n . 
I hope you may s t a y t h e r e l o n g enough t o pray f o r h u n t i n g 
up your f u r n i t u r e . We are g o i n g t o s e l l our p l a c e here 
and buy a f a r m some where. 

Father t a l k s o f g o i n g t o Pa. t o buy. I am ready 
t o go when he does. I am t i r e d o f l i v i n g i n t h i s way. 
I want t o be independent. As t h e o l d d u t c h woman s a i d " r a i s e 
a l l our own b u t t e r and bread and t a n k s t o t h e yankees". 
We may buy w h i l e he i s gone bu t I h a r d l y t h i n k he w i l l go 
t h a t way. Edgar may I ask you what photograph you meant. 
You s i a d you had g o t t h e ambrotype b u t t h e photo, you c o u l d 
n o t y e t , I d i d n ' t know b u t you t h o u g h t you had t o l d me 
about them i s t h e reason why I asked you. I haven't done 
wrong i n a s k i n g you. I haven't done wrong i n a s k i n g you 
about i t have I f o r I was q u i t e i n t h e dark 

The people about here are a l l w e l l a t p r e s e n t . You 
used t o know M a r t i n e t t e Smith, o r she t h a t was M a r t i n e t t e 
Smith d i d you n o t . She i s dead, was b u r i e d two weeks ago 
tomorrow. She had t h e consumption and has been s i c k a l o n g 
t i m e . I have been w r i t i n g so busy t h a t t h e f i r e has gone 
out and i t i s g e t t i n g r a t h e r c o o l here I t h i n k . I w i s h 
you would come and k i n d l e i t up a g a i n f o r i f i t had n o t 
been f o r you I s h o u l d n ' t have l e t t h e f i r e gone o u t . 

Max Sanders was here about a week ago. He had changed 
so much i n h i s l o o k s t h a t I d i d n o t know him. I t h i n k he 
i s b e t t e r l o o k i n g t h a n he used t o be, b u t I don't l i k e h i s 
appearance a t a l l . he p u t s on t o o much s t y l e t o s u i t me. 
I have heard s e v e r a l say t h e y t h o u g h t he was a l i t t l e b e s i d e s 
h i m s e l f . I t would be n o t h i n g s t r a n g e i f he was f o r you 
know (who) h i s r e l a t i v e s are a g r e a t number of them a f f l i c t e d 
i n t h e same way. I t h i n k N e l t (?) appeared t h e b e s t 
the 



t h e two b u t I d i d n ' t use t o t h i n k so. I guess i t i s t i m e 
I was a s l e e p f o r tomorrow i s washing day & I must wake e a r l y . 
I ' l l go see what t i m e o'day i t has g o t t o be. A f t e r Ten 
and I haven't t u r n e d t h e c l o c k back one minute e i t h e r . 
Edgar excuse t h i s poor days work o f mine won't you. Be 
a good boy and w r i t e soon as you can. Give my r e g a r d s t o 
my f r i e n d s i f any I have i n t h a t p a r t o f t h e poor and wicked 
w o r l d . Now remember t o w r i t e soon and a f t e r t o F r a n t your 
t r u e , t r u e f r i e n d . 

Leon, N.Y. 


