
A t home T h u r s d a y Eve 
Leon , 2 9 t h o f Se p t 1864 

Dear E d g a r , 

Your most k i n d and welcome l e t t e r o f S e p t . 1 5 t h r e a c h e d 
me a s h o r t t i m e ago and was r e a d w i t h g r e a t p l e a s u r e . I 
was happy t o h e a r y o u were w e l l and p l e a s a n t l y s i t u a t e d 
w i t h a p l e n t y t o e a t . 

I t i s q u i t e l a t e f o r c h i l d r e n t o be up, b u t I t h o u g h t 
as a l l a r o u n d was so s t i l l I w o u l d spend a few moments i n 
w r i t i n g . Don't y o u t h i n k when a l l i s s t i l l and b e a u t i f u l , 
when t h e t o i l s and c a r e s o f t h e day a r e ended e v e r y one 
a r o u n d y o u a r e e n j o y i n g them s e l v e s i n t h e l a n d o f dreams, 
' t i s s weet t o s t e a l away and spend an h o u r i n some v e r s i n g 
w i t h some f a r away f r i e n d ; ' T i s t h e h o u r X P^^Y above a l l 
o t h e r s when I h o l d t h e f r i e n d as one q u i t e d e a r . 

The n i g h t i s d a r k and s t o r m y and t h e r o a d s a r e v e r y 
muddy. I went up t o see E u n i c e t o day & s t a y e d a l l day 

she was some b e t t e r when I came away. C e l e s t i d D a v i s o n 
i s dead. She had t h e t y p h o i d f e v e r and d i p t h e r i a ( s i c ) 
t o g e t h e r . The r e s t o f t h e s i c k a r e g e t t i n g s m a r t . y o u r 
f o l k s a r e q u i t e w e l l a g a i n . N e v i l d i d n o t g e t home t h e 
day I w r o t e you l a s t , as I s a i d he w o u l d . He was t a k e n 
s i c k w i t h t h e f e v e r when he g o t t o E l m i r a and was u n a b l e 
t o come any f a r t h e r t h e n , and t o day he came. I suppose 
he f e e l s happy t o t h i n k he i s f r e e a g a i n . I hope a l l o f 
o u r s o l d i e r s w i l l be f r e e i n a l i t t l e w h i l e , t h e n y o u c o u l d n ' t 
e n l i s t f o r t h r e e y e a r s l o n g e r ! w o u l d n ' t t h a t be gay ? 

A d e a r , I am g e t t i n g d r e a d f u l s l e e p y . I h a r d l y t h i n k 
I can s i t up as l a t e as when you u s e d t o know me, b u t I 
am n o t g o i n g t o t e l l y o u how l a t e . I s i t up when I have 
a bean so I w i l l s ay no more a b o u t i t f o r f e a r I s h a l l . 
I hope y o u w i l l come home f o r I s h o u l d l i k e t o see how y o u 
l o o k ( o f c o u r s e ) and i f b e i n g a s o l d i e r has made y o u any 
b e t t e r boy t h a n y o u u s e d t o b e . Now I must b i d y o u good 
n i g h t and p l e a s a n t dreams, b e f o r e I f a l l a s l e e p . 

E x i t 

F r i d a y E v e n i n g 

I w i l l now a t t e m p t t o f i n i s h t h i s l e t t e r , t h a t i t may go 
o u t t o morrow m o r n i n g . I i n t e n d e d t o have f i n i s h e d i t t h i s 
m o r n i n g b u t Mrs V a l a n t came h e r e and I was o b l i g e d t o l a y 
i t b y . You must h a v e had a p l e a s a n t t r i p when y o u w e n t 
w i t h t h o s e women & c h i l d r e n t o meet t h e i r f r i e n d s , i f 1 
had been a boy I d o u b t n o t , b u t s h o u l d have e n v i e d y o u y o u r 
p l e a s u r e . Guess I ' d b e t t e r e n l i s t , and go f r o m t h i s d r i l l 
p a l a c e , y e t i t i s n o t d r i l l f o r t h o s e who l i k e t h e company 
and t h e i r s t y l e o f amusement. T h e r e a r e o n l y a f e w y o u n g 
g e n t l e m e n h e r e and among t h a t f ew h a r d l y one who knows enough 
t o behave h i m s e l f i n a l a d y ' s company. 


