
FAIRFAX, OCTOBER 1 6 , 1862 

Dear F r a n t - -

Once more I s e a t m y i r e l f t o w r i t e t o you a l t h o u g h I have g o t no answer t o e i t h e r o f t h e 
l a s t two t h a t I w r o t e . I w r o t e one i n Jamestown <fc one i n ? / a s h i n g t o n ; b u t as we a r e g o i n g 
o u t on p i c k e t - d u t y i n a day o r t w o I t h o u g h t I w o u l d w r i x e now as I m i g h t n o t g e t t i m e 
t h e r e . And I w a n t y o u t o w r i t e e v e r y t i m e you g e t a c h a n c e ; f o r I t e l l y o u w h a t i t does 
a f e l l o w good t o g e t a l e t t e r . I guess I have n o t had one s i n c e I l e f t Jamestown . The 
boys most a l l g o t one l a s t n i g h t b u t me, & I t a l l y o u i f t h e y w e r e n o t a t i c k l e d s e t t h e n 
I w o u l d n o t say s o . 

B i l l i s w r i t i n g home t o h i s f o l k s . We have b o t h g o t o u r backs up a g a i n s t a b a r r e l r 

t h o u g h t we have g o t a t e n t a b o u t 11 f e e t h i g h k 12 f e e t l o n g f o r f o u r o f u s , & a l l o f 

o u r d u d s . B i l l says send h i s best s p e c t s ; g r a d k Gus S h i p p y -cents w i t h u s . The boys 

f r o m b u r p l a c e a r e m o s t l y w e l l , 3 o r 4 have g o t t h e mumps k I k e S m i t h i s i n t h e h o s p i t a l 

t o W a s h i n g t o n . We l e f t Camp Seward l a s t Sunday a t noon k marched 10 m i l e s k s t r u c k 9>ur 

t e n t s f o r t h e n i g h t . I t r a i n e d l i k e s p l i t ; b u t I s l e p t g o o d . We s t a r t e d t h e n e x t m o r n i n g 

a t 6 o ' c l o c k k marched t o T l h i s p l a c e 7 m i l e s m a k i n g 17 m i l e s w i t h 70 l b s . on a f e l l o w s 
back i t makes q u i t e a m a r k jput w h a t a God f o r s a k e n c o u n t r y t o march t h r o u g h . No f e n c e s , 

no c r o p s , k no n o t h i n g but a few g r i n n i n g b l a c k s k w i r s e l o o k i n g w h i t e s . V/e a r e on ground 

t h a t was h e l d by r e b e l s l a s t y e a r . F r a n t I h e a r d y o u had been s i c k ^ '^r^^ f a t h e r t o l d me 

i n W a s h i n g t o n . F r y Cooper has r e s i g n e d and gone home. F r a n t I w i s h I c o u l d s i t down k 

t a l k w i t h y o u as I u s e d t o t a l k o v e r t h e o l d t i m e s w h i c h we have t o g e t h e r . Oh F r a n t , 

i f I were o n l y down t h e r e s c h o o l x v i t h y o u , I t e l l y o u w h a t c o u l d I e n j o y m s e l f . The 

o t h e r » n i g h t when I was on g u a r d , t o g u a r d t h e q u a r t e r m a s c e r s s t o r e ; when a l l a r o u n d 

v;as t i i l l k no n o i s e , b u t t h e mules chav^ing h a y , k nowk t h e n a f u a r d c a l l i n g t h e w h i l e 

t h e noon shone bi^ight s h e d d i n g a d i m l u s t ' ^ ' r o v e r e v e r y o b j e c t : remin4i^g »® many such 

p l e a s a n t n i g h t s t h a t I had i n o l d Leon and my t h o u g h t s w a n d e r e d b a c k t b sc*>nes w h i c h 

a r e gone n e v e r y t e r e t u r n k w i t h t h e m t h o u g h t my d e a r f r i e n d F r a n t came i n t o my m i n d 

unawares k b e f o r e I knew i t my eyes w e r e a b o u t h a l f f u l l o f t e a r s , b u t B i l l s g o i n g t o w r i t 

& so I w i l l q u i t w r U e as soon as g e t t h i s W h i l e s i t t i n g t h e r e i n t h e moonbeams rays 

I t h o u g h t ^ f o t h e r and h a p p i e r days o f days and h o u r s I passed v r i t h t h e e when t h o u v r e r t 

more t h a n a l l t o me. Y o u r s t r u l y Edgar 

FAIRFAX 
I t i s w i t h P l e a s u r e t h a t I t a k e up my ? e » t o w r i t e y o u a f e w l i ^ e s . ^Ed^ar cam t w r i t e 
a l e t t ^ ^ r a l o n e , we b^a>th ha^e t o . v r i t e i n t h e same l e t t e r I suppose he has t o l d y o u a l l 



t h e news t h e r e i s t o t e l l , we had soiue b r ^ a d & m i ^ k « > r d i n - e r t o d a y we hawe a w f u l 

t i m e s h e r e . I w o u l d l i k e t m s i t on t h a t p f y o u r s a b o u t f i v e m i n u t e s . I c o u l d f i g h t 

as w e l l t h ^ n w e l l F r a n t ^ I w i l l c l o s e f o r t h e I w i l l w r i t e more n e x t t i m e . 

Gocdby. T h i s f r o m y o u r f r i e n d H . 


