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THE SOLDIERS ORPHAIBY. HOLH -

In April, 1903 Lirs. liary Scott, a widow of High D. Scott, and John R. Scott sold their
property adjoining tne Wational Cemetery to W. 1. Leigler, W. C. Sheely, and David il.
Wolf.

Dhe sale of this property recalled its interesting nistory. The vroperty, known better
as the Soldiers Orpians® Home, had :juite a history. The first owvmer as far as recollect-
ion goes was {antain Joim .iyerss, The originnal mansion was the brick portion. fThe
weatherboard wine was ouce nart of the barn on premises and .hen the Orphans' Hone was
onened vwas woved .o tihe nouse and altered aud put in ivs preseut shape.

The Liational IIomestead ot Gettysbure for the orvhans of soldiers and sailors was incor-
vorated by act of Lemislature of Penusylvanio, llarch 22, 186%7. Among the incorworators
were such distinauished soldiers as Generals (teorege G. Meade, O. O. Howard, and Liathaniel .
P Zonkss. The local corvorators were Dayid icConaushy, Bdward [lcPherson and Re. G.
McCreary. Possibly the most interested individual in the movement was Dr. James C. ?
Burns, of Philadelohia. He cawme to Gettvsburg freauently to look after the management
of the lomestead. )

I

Thoush incornorated in ilarch, 1867, the movement nad started before that tine and the

Homestend was orened abvout Sent, 1866, and received then the first Soldiers Orphans

to enter the institution. Two.ladies, A Mrs. Tilden and o iliss Ilowe were then in charge. |

The iomestead likely Lad State heln but was also tie recinient of contributions trom |

cuaritable neonle all over tue country. . ‘
|

In the seveuties the Homestend was oubt in charee of one Rosa J. Carmichael and she

nroved to be tne Jonan to the institation. 1t is of aer rerite thot nll kinds of stories™
are told. Orohans were muiisned by coniinement in the duneeon in the cellar, thev were
susnenued bv the arms in barrels, thev wvere wleoced 11 saaciles, the same beino ureserved
now in tiae G. A« R. n0st room. I1nvestiration were moie by Liue directors but the

children wiio snowed tuac effects ol thelir cruel vunis:ameut were uidden antil tue insnect-
ion was over. 1t was a loum lanc oi crael treatuent ol tie orcians of wmen wio nud siven
their lives vor tueir country, but 1t aad & turnius.

at tuoe aucust court, 187, Rosa J. Carmicunel wns indicted Lor emcravated ssscult on
a1 orsihen, Feo. J. Luwdon, atb tue Orpnous'! Lomestead. The gase wos continued aud tried
at tue Love.ber court, 1876, and on sovewmber 14, siie wes wsouad guilty by a jury. She
was seaveuced Lo nay a fine of <0 and tue cosis oir nrosecation. 1his was the beginn-

ines of tue end of t.e Oroaans' lMuestead.

Beltzer uevwport, a baker, obtaiuned a judsment awnliust tue sotional lonestead at Gettys-
burm, also Geos. D Stover, a butcuer then, snd iHenry J. rohuestock and otierse The
first executvion issued was in June, 1876, and next in October ol tie smae year, tiunen
Febhruary, 1377. Minaliy aoril 17, 1878, Sheriif Josenu Spanoler sold tiue proaserty to
lsaac liereter, Heury J. Foamestocic aund Georse B. Stovere 1ln 1881 Hweh De Scott bought
tie interests of tue Lwo last mentioned and in 1837 oi Lue one {irst meanbtioned.

Tae tesarture of Rosa . 2 amichoel connot he definitely stoted but aecordine to bvest
9
recollactions it was saartly oiter uer cony iction.
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ftenerwl 0. 0. Toword, iu coumi:wd ol thie Llon Coaras used the build-
in~ durin~ 2 oortion of hattle as Lils lead uarters.

Ou tiue orowwd of the nomestead wes Lloicobtel nart of the Third divi-
sion of the 11lta Sorys wider feacr.l Zorl Seaunrsz.e Port of tae
Secoud Drisode of tils Division beinr on tue lomestead land and
nart in the Lotiounal Temetery.

The celebroted Twmwalston c.dldren wihose iatier, Orderly Screeant
of the 1i4ti Lew Yorx, was fownd on tue hattlefield ti~utly <rasp-
ivmy thelir pnotograny, were enrolled lu ths Touestead ond remnined
several reonrs.

fhe IHomestead did unt receive nelp fron tne State. Llu tile {irst
nlace all oersons vayinc amnuelly 45 or L0 as o life cuntribution
to the [lomestend were to he considered members of tie association
or corvoration. 1t was suoported larcely by Suadav Schools, neasrly
two thousauds on 18 states hwving seat contributions. .lony Hrivate
ispdividunls also sent gifts to tue institutiown. Appesls for aelvw
were occasiounlliy sent oub. 1t was national in igs odluy, as o home
and school for t.e oruiius of bue s)rliiers oud swilors of tihe whole
couutryse  About <00 orouwas from 16 stites of tue Union atteunded
tie iomestead furin~ its existence.
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