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Eager to travel beyond the outposts of civilization to preach and
to teach those still 1gnorant of the life-giving message of Christ,
the Franciscan Friars are found not only sponsoring the project
of Christopher Columbus, but actually accompanying him on his
perilous expedition.” Bancroft tells us that the Franciscans were
the first Missionaries north of the Potomac, as they had been the
first south of it.? Wherever the friars went they not only built
churches, but they also erected schools. Patrons of truth and learn-
ing, we find them establishing the first public school (1524) and
also the first college in America (1536).°

It should not be surprising, therefore, to find them, too, at the
establishment of variegated educational enterprises in America.*
A follower of St. Francis was responsible for the coming of the
first printing press to America. Bishop Juan Zumarraga, first
Bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan, realized that books would be able
to speak long after the Missionary’s voice was stilled. Fully aware
O_f the value and importance of the printing press for the dissemina-
tion of truth, the civilization and evangelization of the natives, he
made the arrangements necessary to bring the press to America.
This he accomplished some cighty years before the Bay State Psalmz
Book was printed in Massachusetts.® The eighteenth century wit-
nessed the remarkable work of Father Junipero Serra, the Apostle
of California. Between the years 1769 and 1823, the Indians of
the West Coast had become a peaceful people, trained in the arts
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ff 2. George Bancroft, History of the United States of America (New York, 1890),
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and crafts of the white man.® The chain of Franciscan Missions
extending for six hundred miles may be compared to our industrial

colleges where the Indians were taught trades along with the fine
arts.

Inextricably woven into the colorful history of the Empire State,
and especially of the western portion of that state, are the deeds
of the brown-robed Sons of Saint Francis? Six years after the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, Father Joseph De La Roche D’Allion,
O.F.M,, came to the Niagara region (1626), and was very likely
not only the first white man to see Niagara Falls, but he was also

the first European to see and write about petroleum in America
(1627).8

Another F ranciscan, the well-known Father Louis Hennepin,
has left us the first written description of Niagara Falls as he saw
them from the point now named after him. A copy of this book,
Nowuvelle Decouverte . . | (1697), including a sketch of the Falls

made by Father Hennepin, is preserved in the Library of Saint
Bonaventure University.?

Not far from these same Niagara Falls, at Allegany in South-
western New York, the friars were to found St. Bonaventure Col-

lege, the history of which institution forms the subject of this
paper.1°

Due to various reasons, the French Franciscan friars had to give

u}) their missionary efforts in the Niagara frontier region soon
a

ter Father Hennepin’s visit. It was over a century later that we
again hear of the Sons of St. Francis engaged in missionary ac-

uvities in the areg now comprising the Empire State. In the mean-
\-

6. Martin McGillicudy, “The Franciscans in the United States,” in Domobue’s
M;'g"z(‘:”e (1897), pp. 254-258,

: Supra, n, 1,

8. Paul H. Giddens ; Oil Industry (New York, 1938); The
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ress given at Cuba Off Spring Tcr'centenal'y Celebration,” in_Olean sz_es
Herald, July 26, 1927. The 1el:te, of Father De La Roche, describing the d1§_
govery of of in Cuba, New York (not far from the site of St. Bonaventure Unj.
versity) was dated July 16, 1627, and was first published in Father Gabriel Sagard’s
Historie dy Canada (Paris ’1636)’
9- Louis Hennepin, O.ii'.M., Nouvelle Decouverte . . . (Amsterdam, 1698). This

interesting volume, which was o oo ot the New York World's Fair, has
been presented to th i v by Bi Timon, the first bishop of the
Buffalo Diocese, ¢ University by Bishop John

10. Cf. supra, n. 1, Adalbert Callahan, O.F.M., “Remin_iscenCCS.Of. Early Alle-
gany,” and “Thumbnail Sketches of Allegany Pioncers,” in Provincial Annals, 1
(1936-8), 39-48, 134-141, 175-180, 226-234.
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while, Father Michael Egan, O.F.M., a former Guardian of the
Irish College of St. Isidore, in Rome,—who had come to the United
States in 1797 to establish a Franciscan Province in Pennsylvania—
was selected as first Bishop of the newly created Diocese of Phila-
delphia. He was also the first to receive Episcopal consecration in
the present United States.

With the turn of the eighteenth century, New York State wit-
nessed an ever growing influx of immigrants especially from Ire-
land and Germany. Although the Franciscans were unable as yet
to found an American Province, individual friars had received per-
mission to work among their countrymen who had migrated to
this land of promise.

Such was the growth in population and westward migration dur-
ing the early decades of the nineteenth century, that the area of
western New York State was formed into the Diocese of Buffalo,
and Bishop John Timon, C.M., was consecrated its first Bishop on
October 17, 1847.1
. One of the most important influences to contribute to the open-
Ing of western New York State was the building of the Erie
Railroad.® Since a large percentage of the workmen employed
In its construction were Catholics, and because much of the land
through this section of the state was owned by Nicholas Devereux,*
we find this Catholic gentleman, himself born in Ireland, desirous
of providing spiritual care for these Irish pioneers and their families.

Associated with the Holland Land Company, and subsequently
owner of the Devereux Purchase—a tract of some one-half million
acres in Allegany and Cattaraugus counties—he planned to dot
western New York with beautiful villages and happy homes. It
was also his idea to found in the heart of his holdings a modern
Utopia, 2 community which he would call Allegany City. This
town was to be modelled after the university town of Europe, and
a Franciscan Educational Institution was to be located at its heart.™*

11. “Progress of Catholicity at Allegany,” in Catholic Union and Times (Buf-
falo, N. Y.: December 2, 1897).

12. Edward H. Mott, Between the Ocean and tlge Lakes (New York, 1899);
Thomas Donohue, History of the Catholic Church in Western New York (Buf-
falo, 1904). . .

13. Alice Hickey, Nicholas Devereux and_bis Contribution 10 Western New
York (M.A. thesis, Columbia Umyersnt;y: .193?); Thomas P, Kernan, Nicholas
Devereux, Model of Catholic Action, “Historical Records and Studies,” XXV
(1935), 149-162. ) .

14. William Adams, Historical Gagetteer and Biographical Memorial of Cat-
taraugus County, N. Y. (Syracuse, N Y., 1893), PP 482-486; Irenaeus Herscher,
O.F.M., “History of Allegany City,” in Allegany Citizen, LVI, March 22-29, 1951.



[368] THE HISTORY OF ST. BONAVENTURLE UNIVERSITY

Due to various circumstances, the entire dream never came to
realization, but the college did have its humble beginning as
planned.

It is not too much to suppose that Mr. Devereux had heard
about those intrepid Franciscan missionaries who had traversed
these parts a century or more before the “iron horse” had made
its appearance. In a leter of My, James W. McMahon, an
octogenarian native of Ellicottville, New York, addressed to Mon-
signor James H. Murphy of the same town, we have the interesting
information: “As 2 thanksgiving for the conversion of his wife,
Nicholas E. Devercuyx asked permission to establish this branch of
the Franciscans in America, and received that approval from the
Pope. P15

Mr. and Mrs. Devereux, their daughter Mary, and the Reverend
Martm Clark, assistant ar S, Jo]m’; Church, Utica, accompanied
Bllsho'p Timon (first bishop of Buffalo) on his trip to the Lternal
City in 1854 for the Solemn Definition of the Immaculare Concep-
ton. It was during this eventful visit that Bishop Timon and Mr.

cevereux communicated to Pope Pius IX their desire to secure a
community of Franciscans for educational and missionary work in
the Buffalo diocese. After expressing a deep interest in the pro-
posal, and blessing the undertaking, His Holiness dirccted them to
the Most Reverend Venantius de Celano, O.F.M., Minister Gen-
ctal of the Order of Friars Minor, then residing at Aracoeli, Rome.

ter hearing their request for Franciscans to minister, preach, and
;c_ﬂcha he referred them ro the Irish College of Saint Isidore. The
OrflSh friars, however, were unable at that time to spare the number

men needed for such an undertaking.

.rm’ld(.:miauy, there was at this time at Saint Isidore’s a young
Ita]laq friar, whe had long felt a desire to devote himself to the
l'merlcan missions. ¢ had been loaned to the Irish College by
{ﬁhzgl;]fi?mce of .Abmmi. as professor of Dogr'mt{? Theolog})lf.

i : ard of Bishop Timon’s and Mr. Devereux’ request, he
quickly volunteered, ang mentioned the names of two other Italian
friars, Wwho were 4150 anxious to devote their lives to missionary
work in Americ,, Their offer was accepted, the necessary per-
missions and authorizarions procured, and arrangements made for
their ocean Passage. We reproduce here a translation of the agree-

15, Letter of James

ville, N. Y., dated Tole
N. Y.

W. McMahon to Monsignor James H. Murphy, Ellicote-
do, Ghio, June 29, 1938, in the Archives at St. Bonaventure,
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ment drawn up between Bishop Timon and the Minister General
of the Franciscans, dated January 4, 1855:'°

Since Qur Lord Jesus Christ has imposed upon His divine Spouse,
the Church, the obligation of spreading the Gospel throughout the
world, which in these times particularly is harassed by the vicissitudes of
human passions, and from the time when the holy Patriarch, St. Francis,
by a special grace of the Holy Ghosr, had brought about a new cconomy
of love based on the commandment of Our Lord, the brightness of the
evangelical counsels has ever followed the progress and growth of the
Church. Hence many Friars Minor have voluntarily petitioned the
Minister General of the Order, and rececived permission from him to
further the works of the missions. Already some are laboring with
great profit to souls among the people of the United States, particularly
in the city of Cincinnati. Now the Most Reverend and most illustrious
John Timon, Bishop of Buffalo in the United States of America, moved
by the Lord, has called Franciscan laborers into his vineyard, and they
have established a Convent in the Diocese of Buffalo, and are providing
the Catholic people there with the necessities of their spiritual life in the
spirit of simplicity and charity inculcated by their Founder.

Moreover, a wealthy and illustrious citizen of Utica, New Yorl, Mr.
Nicholas Devereux, has promised to donate 200 acres of land and five
thousand dollars for a convent, where all things may be properly ar-
ranged according to their needs as Religious. The Bishop of Buffalo
has given to them a dwelling in the city of Allegany, near which a church
has been built to promote the picty of both the people and the Religious
themselves. Therefore, it is hereby agreed between John Timon, Bishop
of Buffalo, New York, and his successors, and the Minister General of
the Order of Friars Minor and his successors:

I.  That the said Minister General of the Friars Minor shall send to the
said Bishop of Buffalo for labor in the spiritual service of the Diocese,
four Religious, namely, three priests and one lay brother.

II. Under the same conditions, the said Mr. Devereux shall fulfill his
promise to give 200 acres of ground as a site and $5,000 to build a
monastery in that Diocese. Morcover the Bishop of Buffalo shall give
to the Fathers a house near a church where they may establish their
community.

16. Adalbert Callahan, OF.M., Medieval Francis in Modern America (New
York, 1936), pp. 34-35; Archives of lthc General C'uria O.F.M,, Rome, taken from:
Registro di alcunc motizie cronologiche, e Decreti per nuove eresione o division?
de warie Provincie della Rifornis; 18‘}6'.1867’ PP: 93-99. Tn the archives at St.
Bonaventure there are cxcerpts frpm Ll?er Drscretorms.Collcgii S. Isidori, 1741-
1878,” giving two references to I ﬂtl}ﬁf Pamfilo .d-'l J\;I:lgllano, the founder of St
Bonaventure. The first notes his arrival at St. Isidore’s as Lector on Dee. 8, 1852;
the second mentions his departure for Allegany, May 10, 1855,
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These granted, the Minister General as superior of all the Religious
of his Order accepts the proposition of the Bishop and Mr. Devereux
in the name of the Holy See and in accordance with the Constitutions
of the Order. The Religious are to be permitted to hold this property
through an Apostolic Syndic.

III. The Religious are subject to the Ordinary in those matters
which belong to him, and in others they will be subject to the Minister
General of the Order, who will govern them according to the Holy
Rule of their Institute, and the Constitutions both of the Order and of
the Holy See.

IV. The Religious once established there shall be permitted to re-
ceive and give the habit to novices who may be admitted to solemn
pf0f6§510_rl according to the Constitutions of the Order and the papal
constitutions.

This is the solemn agreement to be observed in perpetuity between the
Bishop of Buffalo and his successors and the Minister General of the
lf'nars Mmor and his successors, so that the Franciscan community estab-
lished in the said Diocese of Buffalo may forever prosper under the
Protection and favor of the Ordinary, and ‘under the vigilance, direction
and jurisdiction of the Minister General of the Order. In this we agree
and freely subscribe our signatures and affix our official seals.

ven at Rome, January 4, 1855,

Fr. Venantius a Celano, '
Minister General, O.F.M.

John Timon,
Bishop of Buffalo.

Three priests and one brother formed the little band of pioneers
5:hose_n by God to lay the foundations of the first Franciscan Prov-
nce th_e Eastern"States. “Their names are worthy of being
lnscnbed‘m letters of gold,” declared Father Adalbert Callahan,

F.M, I his chronicle of the Holy Name Province, and the
events leadmg up to the founding of the first Franciscan college.’?

Father Pamphilus da Magliano was the first Superior, founder and
president of S, Bonaventure College. Born August 22, 1824, his
family name vy Pierbattista, his baptismal name Gianpaolo, and
when he entered the Order o the age of sixteen, he received the
religious tame of Pamphilus, A member of the Abruzzi Province,
he was ordained to ¢he Priesthood on December 18, 1846, and six

years later appointed to the chair of Sacred Theology at Saint
Isidore’s College,

17. Pictorial Souvenir, N. Y. State Exhibits. New York World’s Fair, 1939,
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Father Sixtus da Gagliano, his co-laborer, was ordained in 1847,
and later appointed professor of Theology at Ascola in the
Marches, and then at Urbino, the birthplace of the renowned
painter Raphael. It was while he was teaching at the Friary of
St. Bernardine at Urbino that he volunteered to accompany Father
Pamphilus to America.

The third member of the little group, Father Samuel da Prezza,
was an alumnus of the Province of Rome, and had just completed
his studies at the renowned Monastery of San Pietro in Montorio,
Rome. Brother Salvator da Manarola completed the quartet of
friars who laid the foundations of St. Bonaventure College.'®

Landing in New York on June 19, 1855, the little band pro-
ceeded directly to Ellicottville, New York, where they began their
apostolic labors and initiated their educational endeavor.® They
were hospitably reccived by John C. Devereux, who was in charge
of his father’s land office there. A dwelling place—that of John
McMahon—had been prepared for them, and the stage seemed tO
be set for the drama of the development of St. Bonaventure Col-
lege and Seminary.

With the arrival of more friars from abroad, and the completion
of preparations, the little community of Franciscans—the first in
the Eastern States—took up its abode at Ellicottville, N. Y., in 2
converted school house, purchased for their use by Nicholas
Devereux. This small building served as Monastery, Chapel, and
School from 1855 to 1859, and may be called the Cradle of St.
Bonaventure College.® With three students and as many pro-
fessors, St. Bonaventure began in the year 1855 and continued until
the fall of 1859 when the newly-erected Monastery on the banks
of the Allegheny was completed. This site was to be the new
home, the permanent location of St. Bonaventure College, where it
was to fulfill its “apostolate of the education of worthy citizens for
this world and especially for the world to come.”

Some of the hopes of Nicholas Devereux were gradually secing
themselves realized. That it was his desire and ambition to establish
an educational center at Allegany City may be gathered from the

18. Adalbert Callahan, OF.M. “Thumbnail Sketches of Allegany Pioneers,”
in Provincial Annals, 1 (1937), pp- 134-141. A bronze bust of Fr. Pamphilo was
on display at the World’s Fair in New York and memorialized the work of this
pioneer Franciscan educator.

19. Idem. “The Cradle of St. Bonaventure College,” in Provincial Annals, 1
(1938), pp. 367-370.

20. Ibid.



[372] THE HISTORY OF ST. BONAVENTURE UNIVERSITY

Minute Book of the Board of Trustees where under the date July
17, 1855, we read:

Know all men by these presents, that in conformity with the provisions
of an Act passed in 1848 entitled “An act for the Incorporation of
Benevolent, Charitable, Scientific, and Missionary Societies,” Nicholas
Devereux and John Timon, all being citizens of this state of the United
States, have associated together to establish a Missionary, Scientific,
Charitable Benevolent Society, to be located in the village of Allegany
City, or in Ellicottville, where it now has its beginning, or in both vil-
lages in Cattaraugus county. And the said Nicholas Devereux . . . fur-
ther declares that the above referred-ro society shall be known by the
name of ‘St. Francis I\-’Iissionary Benevolent Society.’ They also dccl'are
that the object of the Society, which they thus constitute and cstablish,
15 to provide for Missionary duties in this western part of the State of
New York, for aiding the poor and orphans and for the instructing the
jgnorant by teaching, as far as means permit, divine and human knowl-
edge, and for no other object. . . . 21

The following year, 1856, the cornerstone of this first Franciscan
Monastery in the Eastern States was laid on August 23, by Bishop
John Timon, assisted by Bishop John Loughlin of Brooklyn. A
group of Catholic clergymen and over 2,000 persons witnessed the
ceremonies despite inclement weather. We may even say that St.

onaventure was born with military honors on that date, for we
read that:  “Lieutenant S, B. Seward and Captain S. W. Johnson
of Company K of the 64th Regiment joined in the Religious exer-
CIses at intervals with the booming of their cannon.”**

In the Minute Book of Trustees, dated February 18, 1857, we

foad of the follow for the completion of the
first bUﬂding? owing arrangement made for th p

Bls_hop Timon, Pamphilo Da Magliano, John C. and Thomas B. Devereux
being PIesent, it was moyed by %ishop Timon and afterwards seconded,
that a committee of three be appointed to make all necessary arrange-
(N, £O PU Up, t0 ercct, a suitable building for a college at Allegany on
their land in saig town, a’nd push it on to é’ompletjon as fast as possible;

21. Book of Minutes : : 1855-1872,
Francis in Modern 4, Cf foe Bomdof Lrusjers

: ; Archives).
: : AMerica, pp, 41.42 irinal in the St. Bqnaventurc /
Franklin P. Ellis, History of %[;frﬂraﬂga(fog%;guy (Philadclphia, 12?79), p- 450.
22. Charles G. Deuther, Life and Times of the Rt. Rev. John Tinon, D.D. (Buf-
falo, 1870), pp. 225-226. Cf. supra, n. 12.

quoted in Medicval
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and also the Rev. Pamphilo, John C. and Thomas B. Devereux should
constitute such a committee, which was passed unanimously.*3

Father Pamphilo planned and superintended the erection of this
building, the while dwelling at the home of Thomas McMahon,
whose residence was situated near the present main entrance to the
college. This, the first college building, was completed in August
1858, and remained standing for 72 years, served as monastery, col-
lege, and seminary until a distinct unit was built for each of these
departments.

Being one of the earliest existent records of the first building
erected on what 1s now St. Bonaventure University campus, the

contract entered into between Father Pamphilus and Mr. N. T.
Barron is reproduced herewith:

Allegany, Cattaraugus County, N. Y.
April 27, 1858

Agreement for doing the carpenter work of the Franciscan college in
Allegany between the Benevolent St. Francis Society and N. T. Barron

le Joiner’s work: flooring in the four stories; window casing; sash
ﬁttmg and hanging with weights; door framing, casing, trimming, hang-
Ing; partition setting; all the outside wall furrowing; basing in all the

i o qe . - o?
rooms and halls in the building; making a folding door, and the front

main door; making six fireplaces; making four stairs viz. to the cellar,
the 2nd story, the 3rd, and the garret; and taking the trouble of making
the choice of the lumber and drawing what is needed to the factory.

All this and anything else wanted under reasonable dictation of Pamphilo
or his substitute. -

Ist story: One front room to have folding door in the partition and a
fine fireplace. The casing of the windows and of the doors
to be in the style of those casings which are already oot out;
with the band moulding on them. The base to be rabbeted,
and to have a thorough bead for the ﬁnishing.

2nd story: The doors and windows to have beveled casings with bands
in the same style. The base to have a thorough bead on the
top.

3rd story: The door and window casings to be square and without
bands. The basc to be plain.

23. Book of Minutes of the Board of Trustees, 1855-1872 in the Archives at St.
Bonaventure, N. Y.
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Stairs from the first to the third floor to be casy at discretion, with a
continued railing and baluster. Stairs likewise to the Basement, and to
the Attic. The floors to be laid after having bridged the larger rooms.

The furrowing on all the outside walls of the Ist, 2nd and 3rd story.
The other five fireplaces to be plain.

The Society will furnish all materials, and the sash, the doors, and
flooring worlked at the factory. The work as specified above must be
done all for the first day of September next, but it must progress so as to
let the plasterer do continually his work, and have everything finished
by the 7th of August next, excepting only the railing of the stairs, and
the hanging of the doors in the first and second sl::(’:n'y. Frurther Mr.
Barron must charge himself for drawing down and back the lumber to
be worked at the factory. 7

Thg Spciety will pay Mr. Barron $454.00 for all the said work, having
the privilege of paying only two thirds as the work progresses, and keep-
Ing always back one third, which shall be paid on the 1st of January

next. The hands to be paid by the Socicety, but charged to Mr. Barron’s
account, ’

/S/ N.T.
/S/ Pamfilo Da Magliano

The Minute Book of Trustees again tells us under the date of
August 27, 1858, that:

Ata meeting held this day, at the residence of John C. Devereux, present
Rev._ Pamphilo, Mary and John Devereux, Rev. Pamphilo was clected
President Pro-tem. "The building committee reported that they had
erected a large and spacious college building, threc storics high, 60 by
45 feet, besides a basement and ar.tt’ic on the Jand donated by the heirs
of the late Nicholag Devereux. at a C;)St of about cight thousand dollars,
the precise sum not yet 1{n0w;1 since some of the bills are not yet made
Out, and that the building was completed and ready for oceupancy4nd
the committee asked to be discharged.**

On the Feast of St. Francis. October 4, 1858, this first unit of
St. Bonaventure’s was dedicqte:j to the Semphic Doctor and Patron
of Franciscan Schools by the Very Rev. Francis O'Farrell, V. G.
of the Diocese of Brookl};n,% y

24, Ibid.
25. New York Freeman’s Journal, Ocrober 30, 1858.
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Now that the college building was ready, the Fathers and Lay
Brothers moved over from Ellicottville. The Community was now
composed of cight Fathers and six Lay Brothers. It was not until

the following year that the college and seminary actually opcned
with a registration of fifteen students.

That very same yecar (1859) saw the foundation at Allegany
of a Community of Sisters by Father Pamphilus. These Sisters of
St. Francis have undertaken the education of young women, and

have made wonderful progress during the years since their estab-
lishment.>®

[t may be of interest to note here the fact thar Father Pampbhilus,
the first President of St. Bonaventure, was also responsible for the
founding of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Third Order of
St. Francis of Mary Immaculate, Joliet, Illinois. From this com-
munity there was founded yet another: The Sisters of St. Francis
of the Congregation of Our Lady of Lourdes, of Rochester, Min-
nesota. These Sisters conduct St. Mary’s Center of the Mayo
Clinic.27

On Friday, July 6, 1860, the close of the first scholastic year of
St. Bonaventure College was marked by appropriate ceremonies at
which Bishop Timon presided. This event was reported in the
Important newspapers of New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Buf-
falo.?® Another noteworthy event took place on October 21 of
the same year in the newly-consecrated Church of St. Mary of the
Angels in Olean, N. Y., namely the Ordination to the pr'icsthood
of Fr. Joachim Guerrini da Montefegatese, a Franciscan who had
come to America as a deacon. Bishop Timon was the ordamning
prelate assisted by seven priests and ten minor clerks. Fr, Joachim
was the first Allegany friar to be ordained, and is also considered
the first friar-librarian ar St. Bonaventure.2®

26. Sister M. Cyril Finnegan, O.SF., 4 Survey of the History of the Franciscan
Sisters in Jamaica, British West Indies (Master’s Thesis, St. Bonaventure College,
1936). Sister M. Jane, O.S.F., Comribution of the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany,
N. Y., to Catholic Education (Master’s Thesis, St. Bonaventure College, 1936).
Statistics corrected and as of January, 1.94“}‘; also Regmnum Regis, XII (1950). Adal-
bert Callahan, Q.F.M., Medieval Francis in f‘fﬁ'oderu America, Pp. 116-117.

27. “Flaboratc program marks 50th _]uln]cc of St Mary’s” Center of Mayo
Clinic,” Denver Register, October 6, 1'999.r

28. Boston Pilot, July 21, 1860; New York Herald, July 16, 1860, Frecman's
Journal, July 14, 1860, as also ﬂ.ferro;_mbrmz _Rcr:o;--d, New  York Tablet, Buffalo
Sentinel, and Herald and Visitor (Philadelphia) of the same dares.

29. Qlean Tines, October 27, 1860, and November 1, 1860 as also Boston Pilot,
November 10, 1860, and Olean Advertiser, October 11, 1840,
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Despite the outbreak of the Civil War, the progress of the infant
college was rapid and steady, due to the generosity of these pioneer
founders and their benefactors. In a letter dated September 15,
1861, Fr. Andrew Pfeciffer, O.F.M., writing from Allegany men-
tions: “There are more than 30 students in the college. There are

6 1n the Novitate and § Lay Brothers. The Novitiate opened on
August 2, 1861.720a

The year 1862 saw the ercction of a second building to the east
of the first and of the same dimensions. A small Chapel which
stood between the two buildings was later transformed into a
beautiful Church started in 1866 and completed in June 1869, one

of the last projects undertaken by Fr. Pamphilus before he was
called to Rome in 1867,

It is also noteworthy to record that by Apostolic Rescript, dated
March 1, 1861, the friars received permission to establish the Cus-
tody of the Most Pure Conception of Mary, with Fr. Pamphilus as
its first Custos and Allegany as the motherhouse, and in _J‘JIY of
that year, faculties were received from Rome for opening the
Novitiate, spoken of in the above letter.

On July 31, 1861, Father Pamphilus convoked the first Chapter
of the Custody, and during it gave a summary of the work ac-
complished, and of the difficultics encountered by the friars during
their first six years in America. In addition to St. Bonaventure at
Allegany a5 the motherhouse, the new Custody also included
foundations in Buffalo, Towanda, Pa., and Houston, Texas. St.

Onaventure Friary College and Seminary continued as the head of
Immaculare Conception Custody until the formation of Holy Name

fovince by decree dated September 16, 1901, when the: forics
motherhouse of the Italian friars was made part of the newly
formed Holy Name Province, ;

June 23, 1864, stands our as a sienificant date in the history of
St. BO“E‘VCHture College and Scmi?lary for 1t witnessed. the first
Graduation of the negw College. Bishop Timon presxded, and
addressed the spyqepyg, The fogll(;wind were among the graduates
participating: J. 1. Blosimes John i‘)onahum Thom.as_ Driscoll,
1 homas Hungerville, John . Kane, Joseph Long, William Long,
Francis Lynch, Thomas Mc;&voy "Charles McManus, Augustus
Maloney, Michael Masso, Patrick E\fionaghﬁna James F. Mulgrew,
Peter J. Nenno, Yaities Jo,seph Nolan, P. J. O’Malley, Peter Pener-

29a. Provincial Amnnals, (1936-38), 45.
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grast, Mr. Potter, William Powers_, V\fillian} Quir_llan, John Reed,
Giusseppe Santoponte, Hugh .P. Smith, J. Smith, Mlchae} E. Tracey,
K. A. Waeihert, John Williams. The same day witnessed the
Ordination of the first Seminarian to have completed his full course
of studies at St. Bonaventure, the Rev. Edmund A. O’Connor of
Providence, R. L., of the Hartford Diocese.3°

The young college experienced a crisis when the Civil War
broke out, and it was feared at times that this infant undertaking
would share the fate of many educational institutions. The War
of the Secession did indeed have its impact on both student body
and faculty. The college stood at the crossroads of history. But
in that trying period, St. Bonaventure College played its part n
preserving American freedom and democracy. Faculty and stu-
dents displayed patriotism second to none. No complete record
has come down to us of the enlistments from the student body.

But we do know that at least three members of the Franciscan
F aculty—a creditable number from so small

the call for chaplains in the Union Army.®

Although the first registration in the Fall of 1859 showed an
enrollment of but fifteen students, this number had increased to
sixty at the time of the first graduation exercises. The following
years showed a healthy growth in every department of both col-
lege and seminary as to both faculty and student body. We are
fortunate to have a word picture of conditions at St. Bonaventure’s
at this period of its history. The late Monsignor James J. Bloomer,
who attended St. Bonaventure between the years 1863 and 1868,
was, until his death in 1931, pastor of St. Patrick’s Church, Elmira,
N. Y. He thus describes the early days of his Alma Mater:

a community—answered

Early in September, 1863, my journey from Buffalo to St. Bonaventure
(via Dunkirk) was one of wonder. The wild condition of primitive
forest had been broken into patches, and the settlements were, for the
most part, temporary. Hills or small mountains were cverywhere, yet
many pieces of valley broke the monotony.

Arrived at the College, I met about sixty s_tudent§ of all sizes and ages.
They scemed to be happy and were enjoying their noon recreation in
various ways with unchecked vigor. I entered the class of philosophy,
which numbered four only, and bent myself down to business. The

30. Buffalo Sentinel, July 16, 1864; New York Tablet,
can, July 23, 1864; Adalbert Callahan, O.F.M., Medieval
ca, p. 56.

31. 1bid., p. 57.

July 9, 1864 Irish Ameri-
Francis in Modern Awmeri-
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surroundings were not anything like present conditions, but that did not
militate against health and contentment. During my five years, there
was but one case of serious illness among the students, while all annually
returned home in perfect health and vigor. I weighed 154 pounds on
the day of my arrival, and by Christmas I had increased to one l}undred
and eighty-five pounds. That was a vital consideration there, as it ought
to be in every institution.

The locality, spacious grounds, pure air and water, and nutritious diet
told the story that would be hard to equal anywhere.

Besides, with proper restrictions, there was a liberty that allowed the
boys to enjoy their recreations to their hearts’ content. Many were the
football games (old style) without hurt or harm, and the way the Cavan
(Irish) boys kept the ball lively, plainly showed them to be vastly super-
ior at that sport.

That same conditions exist there today, with the addition of all modern

equipment for the comfort of the boys. For health and all that goes
with it, St. Bonaventure’s is in the van. Many characters deve}oped
among the students so that our winter evenings were spent in merriment
so full of pleasure that we reluctantly answered the bell for night pray-
ers. St. Francis’ Day in 1864, the first fruits of the College were garnered
in the two who were ordained priests for the Boston Diocese. The
occasion was novel, and from miles around came people in all kinds of
vehicles—even to the oxcart.
Rivalry in the sports on the campus often brought to the surface a
f‘?eling of determination to win—even at the expense of injury; but the
kind, benevolent look of Father Pamphilus, who was ever present, a!—
Ways conquered. This meek priest, this man of God with his fair deci-
stons, infused into the students a spirit of candor and manliness that
shaped their future lives on those lines.

St. Patrick’s-night entertainments in the hall at Olean were alwa)_zs a
rare treat. Each year it drew a larger crowd, and on several occasions
h'fld to be Teépeated. A drama, lectuze, minstrel troupe anq funny after-
PI€Ce composed the entertainment, and the more pretentious stages of
the day could display no better talent nor get in return more hearty
appreciation,

" \then My day came to leave, I never felt so sad or brokt;.ln. bM); con-
mocually affeegpbeer Cyind the love between me S L conreoie
were exchan 1 oate. We parted, but for many years

cxchanged showing the strength of friendship’s ties.

I visit St. Bona’s every year, and am ever impressed with the same old
spirit of amiable hospitality that entranced me in the days of yore.5

32. St. Bonaventure Seminary Yearbook, 1 (1918), 6 .
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It may prove interesting to note herc two other ventures in
which members of St. Bonaventure faculty participated. The
first one was the opening of a Catholic College in Meadville, Pa.,
now Jlocated in the Erie Diocese. Meadville College, as it was
called, was opened for students for the priesthood and secular
pursuits. As far as we can ascertain, one of the three original
pioneers of St. Bonaventure, Father Samuel Da Prezza, and another
friar, Fr. James Titta Da Gambitelli, had charge of this new col-
lege which opened September 1, 1865, but later had to be aban-
doned on account of the Civil War.33

The second project was started at the ivitation of the first
bishop of Harrisburg, Bishop Jeremiah Francis Shanahan. He
engaged Father Maximus of St. Bonaventure College to open
an ecclesiastical seminary at Sylvan Heights, a section of Harris-
burg. Tt was designed for students to the priesthood in the Harris-
burg Diocese. Two secular priests and Father Massimo formed
the faculty, and the Scminary opened in September 1882. But
shortly after the death of Bishop Shanahan (September 24, 1886),
thc'Scmin;lry closed (November, 1886), and the remaining semi-
Narians were sent to St. Bonaventure to complete their studies.®*

Father Pamphilus was busily engaged on the construction of a
new church on the college campus, when he was summoned by
th_e Minister General. Because of misunderstandings which had
arisen between some members of the Allegany community and
th_el_r Custos, and because some of his well-meant works were
Misinterpreted by others, who were no less zealous for the wel-
fare of the Order than was their leader, Father Pamphilus was
recalled to Rome to give an account of his stewardship, A
“misunderstood soldicr of a misunderstood Christ,” he left Allegany
with a sad heart and never returned. After presenting a derailed
report of his years as Superior of the Allegany community, he
begged to be relieved of his dutics as President, and Superior of
the Custody. He asked leave o retre to a friary where he de-
voted himself to literary pursuits until his death, which oceurred
at San Pietro in Montorio, Rome, on November 15, 1876.0

33. Sebastian Erbacher, O.F.M., Catholic Higher Educa
United States, 1850-1866 (Daoctoral disscrration, Catholic Up
D. C.: 1931); Benedetto Spila da Subiaco, O.F.M., Menoric
Reformata Romana, 11 (Roma, 1896), 748-767.

34. Adalberr Callahan, O.F.M., “A Franciscan Venture i Harrisburg,” Pro-
vincial Annals, 1 (1938), 286-287.

35. Idem. XVI (1932), 28.

on for men in the
versity, Washington,
Storiche della Provincia
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Among his writings are The Life of Saint Francis, and A Sketch
of the Franciscan Order (N. Y., 1867), and a translation of Cardi-
nal Manning’s The Temporal Mission of the Holy (Ghost into
Ttalian, which appeared in Rome in 1870 under the title of La
Chiesa Greca e la processione Eterna dello Spirito Santo. His
greatest work was his History of the Franciscan Order, of which
only two volumes (going up to 1415) appeared during his life-
time. Death prevented his completion of the third volume. Men-
tion is also made of a pamphlet which he wrote on Friar Mark of
Nice, the discoverer of Arizona. This was published mn 1872
and brought out the Italian origin of this friar. A recent work
by Giovanni Schiavo entitled, Italian-American History ("(ﬂ“‘“c
2, N Y., 1949, pp. 328-334), has an interesting chapter on The
Itz}han Franciscans in New York” and devotes the greater part of
tlns' section to the work of Father Pamphilus. His “achievements
durlng his short residence in America border on the e};gmordl_nﬂl'y .
In less than twelve years, during which he was almost unintcr-
ruptedly at the head of the small band of Franciscan Friars at
Al_legﬂny, he created six monasteries, five parishes, twenty-two
mission churches, a college, a seminary, and an academy for young
women besides two communities of Sisters.” )

Father Pamphilus will be remembered and loved as a saintly
Franciscan of sterling character, filled with the seraphic Spirit,
as a builder, author, preacher, and as a professor of rare ability.
He may even be referred to as an embodiment of Franciscan z.erd
for education. The Poverello’s Roundtable by Sister M. Aquina
Barth, OS.F, (p. 676-678) devoted November 4th to a con51de1_';1-
ton of the life and work of Father Pamphilus, and points to him
as an example worthy of imitation. . .

. LThe friars ar St. Bonaventure combined educational with mis-
Sionary 1:11)(_)1.‘51 teaching during the week and preaching over the
g‘zzitzlf;isdm the surrounding territory. At more or1 less éegllllzr
Kindred cpending on the distance, number of people, and other
55 differ;alltlses-_the friars visited and offered Mass 1n 111‘1forc %1;111}
i Belvidmismons: Andover, Angelica, Ashford, Be ast,C g
monlg Cuba EB“«, Cattaraugu:s, Chappelsbprg (Humphrey)aG P

Yy & Jayton, Dunkirk, Friendship, Great Valley, (reen-

wood, Hinsdale, Jamestown, Little Valley, Limestone, Olean, Port-

ville, Randolph, Salamanca, Scio, South Valley, Springfield,
Waverly, and Wellsyille 26

36. Adalbert Callahan, OF.M,, op. cit., p. 61.
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In a modest little book, by a venerable friar, the late Fr. John
Baptist Roser has recorded for us the establishment of many
parishes by his confreres within a radius of two hundred miles
of St. Bona’s. According to the same booklet, we also find the
Franciscan Friars, with St. Bonaventure as a motherhouse and
center, assuming the care of souls in such distant cities as Buffalo
(St. Patrick’s, 1858), New York City (St. Anthony’s, 1866, and
Precious Blood, 1878), Boston (St. Leonard’s, 1874), Pittsburgh
(Our Lady Help of Christians, 1897, and St. Peter’s, 1895), Mount
Vernon (Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 1897), Houston, Texas (St.
Vincent’s, 1860), Towanda, Pa. (Sts. Peter and Paul, 1862), Win-
sted, Conn. (St. Joseph’s, 1865), as well as five missions at Litch-
field, Colcbrook, New Boston, Torrington, and Norfolk, in the
same state.®?

The distinction of being one of the youngest, if not the very
youngest, college presidents in the United States, belongs to the
late Diomede Cardinal Falconio, O.F.M. He presided over the
destinies of St. Bonaventure as jts second president (1868-1869)
at the early age of 26. A member of San Bernardino Province,
he had come to St. Bonaventure as a Deacon in 1865, due to the
disturbed conditions in Italy, and was ordained by Bishop Timon
°n January 4, 1866, at the age of 23 years and three months.
While awaiting Ordination, he taught the Classics at St. Bonaven-
ture College, and afterwards was appointed professor of Philosophy,
and vice-president of the College and Seminary. Later, he was
promoted to the chair of Sacred Theology, and eclected Secretary
of the Custody of the Immaculate Conception. A man of pru-
dence and tact, zeal, and learning, Father Diomede possessed
eminent piety coupled with exceptional administrative abjilities.
He became a citizen of the U. S. during his term ag president.
Also during his presidency of St. Bonaventure, the campus church,
begun by Father Pamphilus, was completed and dedicated by
Bishop Ryan on June 9, 1869. It was then used as the chapel
for the college and seminary as well as the parish church for the
Allegany residents. Father Diomede resigned his office as regent

37. John B. Roser, O.F.M., Review of Catholic Life in the United States, with
special reference to the Franciscan Missions in r‘be Eastern States (Privatcly printed,
1925): Pamfilo da Magliano, O.F.M., The Life of S:. Francis of Assisi and a
sketch of the Franciscan Order (New Y_Dl'ks 1867} I?memory of the Church
Archives in New York City: Roman Catholic Church (Archdiocese of New York),

vol. 11 (Historical Records Survey) (New York, 1941).
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of St. Bonaventure in 1869 in order to accept the post of secre-
tary to the Most Reverend Henry Cafagnini, O.F.M., thc Fran-
ciscan Bishop of Harbor Grace, Newfoundland. After filling other
important posts, he became the first Apostolic Delegate to Canada,
August 3, 1899, and third Apostolic Delegate to the United States

on September 30, 1902. In fact, he is the only Apostolic Delegate
to the United States who was an American citizen.

It was while Archibishop Falconio was Apostolic Delegate to
the United States thar Pope Pius X published the Constitution
Sapiente Comsilio, by which the United States was removed from
the category of mission territory.  On November 27, 1911, the
fomer president of St. Bonaventure was created a Cnrdmal—Pncs_t
with the title, especially made for him, of Sancta Maria in Aracoeli,

3 . ‘ : rder
Fhe ancient Franciscan convent regarded as the seat of the O
in Rome.

Cardinals Farley and O’Connell were made Cﬂr_dmals
at the same ceremony. In 1916, he was created Cardinal Blshopi;
the first American to hold that distinction. This humble som ©
St. Francis and onetime president of St. Bonaventure’s died on
February 7, 191728

Father Maximus Cassini, OS.F., was president when the Bo:}rd
of Trustees petitioned and rcceived a charter of Im:c:"fpommlm
(A}?ril 17, 1871). 'This charter, entitled “The Incorporation of the
Society of Friars Minor of St. Francis,” enabled St. Bonﬂventurg
College and Seminary to hold property in New York State an
the United States. At that time, the college numbered ten faculty
members and 130 students. _

The founding Fathers were literary men and had the foremgh.t
0 bring with them a small library. "It was not until 1874, how-
ever, that, as a preliminary step to receiving an academic charter
from the New York State Board of Regents, St. Bonaventure

1orary, with liberal contributions from all friaries of the Custo'dy,

\Vf 5 % . - . - £ -
tic;l; started as a distinet organized unit of the educational mstitd

During the presidency of Father Charles Vissani, O.F.M., on¢
of the most important events in the history of the college took
place on March 1, 1875, when the Regents of the State of New
York granted o provisional academic charter to St. Bonaventure
College. The following is the text of this original charter:

38. Noel Conlon, OT.M.,

“Falconio—A Franciscan Portrait,” in Provincial
Annals, IV (January, 1943),

17-30 (with bihliugruphy ).
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UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
By the Regents of the University of the State of New York

WHEREAS, Jobhn Malloy, Michael A. O’Connor, William
Butler and John J. Stanton, citizens of this state, have by their
petition presented to us, the said Regents, pursuont to the Statute
n such case made and provided, set forth, arniong other things,
that they have organized and successfully conducted, for fifteen
years past, a literary institution ar Allegany in the county of Cat-
taraugus, in this state, the course of instruction in which embraces
the branches of education usually taught in the various colleges
of this state; that they are desirous thar the said institution should
be incorporated as a college, by the nanse of St. Bonaventure's
College, and have nominated the bersons hereinafter named as the
first trustees thereof.

AND WHEREAS the said petitioners ha
represented that they hold and are
grounds and buildings ar Allegany aforesaid, and suitable furniture,
library and philosophical apparatus of the walue respectively as
therein stated, and that it is their mtention to make such provision
for the care, conduct and managenent of the said college, as
shall ensure its efficient working and its permuanent establishinent.
And baving considered the said application, wbhich is found to
be in due form of law, and being of the opinion that the same
ought to be granted, We, the said Regents, do tbe:'efore, 71 con-
sideration of the premises, and in pursuance of the authority in
us by law wested, hereby grant, ordain and declare, that an insti-
tution by the name hereinafter sientioned for the mstruction of
Youth i the learned languages and i the liberal and useful arts
and sciences, shall be and the sanze is hereby founded and estab-
lished at Allegany aforesaid; that the trustees of said institution
shall be ten in number; that Charles Da N a2zano, James Titta,
Michael Rebaudi, Leo Da Saracena, Tranquilline ), Momnselia,
Theophilus Pospisilick, Boniface Brogantini, Anacletus Dy Rpe-
cagorga, FEugene Dickovick and Tbo'n{as Deverenx, the persons
named in that bebalf by the said petitioners, spayy be the first
Trustees thereof, and that they and their Successors shall be a
body corporate by the name of

ve by their petition
possessed of suitable college
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and shall have, possess and enjoy all the powers and privileges,
and be subject to such limitations and restrictions in all respects

as are now or may hereafter be prescribed by the Statutes of this
State in regard to colleges, or by the Ordinances or Regulations of
us, the said Regents, in conformity to law; and that the said insti-
tution shall have and possess the general powers of a corporation
under the Revised Statutes of this State.

Provided always, and these presents are upon the express con-
dition, that if within the term of five years fron the date bé’?‘f?Of,
the Trustees of the said college do not present 0 US, the said
Regents, satisfactory evidence that they have invested for the use
of the said college, funds amounting to at least 07€ hundred
thousand dollars, either in Bonds and Mortgages on unincumbered
real estate in this State, worth at least double the amnount secured
thereon, or in the public debt or stocks of this State OF of the
United States, at their market value at the tine of the z'iwestme??t,
or in Bonds or Certificates of Indebtedness issued under special
authority of law by any incorporated City of this State, at 70t
more than their par value, or in any ome or more of said securities,
or that they have made such other provision to ensure the efficient
working and permanent establishment of the said college as shall
be satisfactory to us the said Regents, then this Charter and all the
Provisions thereof, may, by a declaration of us the said Regents
to that purport, to be entered on our minutes, be declared to be
absolutely void and of no effect; but if evidence of such investnient
be 50 furnished then and tba; event, and on the declaration of
us the said Reg;'ms under our Commmon Seal in that behalf, this
Charter shqj rbencéfortb become and be perpetual.

And it s bereby declared that the said College shall be subject
20 the wisitation of ys the said Regents and of our SUCoessors, in
such manner a8 35 mown o may hereafter be pq‘egcﬂbed .IJy law or
by the ordinances of us the said Regents, and we, the said Rege?zts,
for ourselves anqd our syccessors, do bereby reserve the right, at
any tinze hereaf ter, to alter, ?nod’ffy or repeal these presents.

In witness whereof, the said Regents have caused their Common
Seal to be hereto affixed, and their Chancellor and Secretary to
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subscribe their names; this first day of March, in the year of Our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five,

(Signed) Jomx V. L. Pruvx
Chancellor of the University

(Signed) Sazyruer B. Woorworra
Secretary

Interesting and inspiring would be the story of the next eight
years, witnessing the fulfillment of the conditions Jaid down in the
Provisional Charter. Gracious, too, was the reception accorded
to Father Theophilus Pospisilik, O.I.M,, by the Regents, when as
president of St. Bonaventure and in the name of its Trustees,
he applied to them for a perpetual Charter. There now follows the

text of this document whereby St. Bonaventure College and Semi-
nary’s Charter was made absolute:

UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

By the Regents of the University of the State of New York
WHEREAS the said Regents

of the University, by an Instru-
ment or Charter under their common seal, bearing date the first
day of March in the year one thousand eight bundred and seventy-
five, on application duly wade to them for that purpose, did, in
bursuance of the power in them vested by law, establish an institu-
tion for the instruction of youth in the learned languages and in
the liberal and useful arts and sciences ar the village of Allegany
in the county of Cattaraugus, and did appoint Charles Da Nazzano
James Titta, Michael Rabaudi and other persons thereip ,
the first trustees thereof, and did thereby ordain and decla
the said trustees and their successors should be a body corporate
and politic by the name of “ST. BONAVENTURE'S COL-
LEGE,” with the privileges and powers therein mentioned: PRO-
VIDED, however, and it was thereby declared, that if at or before
the expiration of the term of five years from the date of the said
charter, the trustees of the said S'x. Bomve?zt:ure’s College should
not furnish to the said Regents satisfactory evidence thyy they had
mmvested for the use of the said College funds amounting 1o not
less than One Hundred Thousand Dollars in secyrisios of the
character therein mientioned, or that they made such orher pro-

3
1zed,

re that
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vision to insure the efficient working and permanent establishient
of the said College as should be satisfactory to the said Rege_nrs,
that then the said Charter and all the provisions thereof nnght
become wvoid and of no effect; but in case the said trustees should
furnish satisfactory evidence that such investinent had been made,

that then the said Charter should become perpetual, as on reference
thereto will more fully appear:

AND WHEREAS the said trustees, by their application to the
said Regents bearing date the third day of July in the year one
thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, have 1-31)?'csemed that the
real and personal property of the said St. Bonagventure’s CO’Z%&
used for purposes of instruction is of the value of Two Hun ?}e:
and Five Thousand Dollars free of any enmcumbrance, a4 i
such provision bas been made for the care, conduct and q;mm%;_
ment of said College as will insure its efficient working a_”d 'pem‘a”
nent establishment; and praying that they may be admitted to 4l

T 22, , : . lite
the rights and privileges of a college incorporared with an abso
Charter;

p ; . . nlication,
And the sgid Regents, baving considered the said applicat?

ond being of opinion that it is expedient under the circunistances
that the samne should be granted, DO HEREBY, in pursuaince of ﬂfﬁ’
authority in us by lnw vested, GRANT, ORDAIN AND DE-
CLP:RE that the said proviso in the said Charter of St. Bonaven-
ures College herein-before mentioned shall be deemed and mk-eg
to have been, and the same is bereby declared to bave been complie

With and fulfilled 1o the satisfaction of the said Regents, and tbgt
g;’ sard Charter be and the same 1s bereby made and declared t(o{ ;
' “RPETUAL, subject to the right of us the said Regents an ]0.

t any time hereafter to alter, modify or repesl this
the said Charter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the said Regents bave caused
GUr commgg

ol t seal to be hereon impressed and our Chamncellor ﬂg)?g
JGACIEJSKR?“? subscribe their names, this ELEVENTH DAY

» i1 the year ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN-
DRED AND FIGHTY-THREE.

OUT Successors 4
mstrumnent qpd

(Signed) H. R. Pierson

: Chancellor of the University
(Signed) Davip Muriiy

S L’{:’retm-y
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In The Historical and Statistical Record of the University of
the State of New York published in 1885, we read the additional
mformation:

The College embraces in its instruction Ecclesiastical, Classical, Scien-
tific and Commercial Courses. Tts last report shows that its faculty is
composed of thirteen members.3?

- -« The College is conducted by Brothers of the Minor Order of St.
Francis, who are vowed to poverty and devoted to education. Beyond
a bare support, they draw nothing from the funds of the College. The
Order insures to the College a perpetual succession of competent teach-
ers. Its buildings arc commodious and in all respects fitted for the uses
of the College. Its library and philosophical apparatus are Very respect-
able. All necessary revenucs for the uses of the College are assured.
We can see no reason why its petition should not be granted.

Upon this recommendation the Charter was made absolute, January
11, 1883.10

From the statistics published in the same volume we also learn
that the enrollment of the College was 113 students in 1875.
The following year, on June 22nd, St. Bonaventurce College con-
ferred its first academic degree of Bachelor of Arts upon William
J. Kenny of Scranton, Pa., who later became Bishop of St.
Augustine, Florida.

It was during the presidency of Father Theophilus d’Avignon,
on September 27, 1873, that a young man named John Roser
arrived at St. Bonaventure with the mtention and hope of be-
coming a Franciscan.

A few days before the 1876 commencement, on June 4th, this
youth reccived the Franciscan habit. As the well-known Father
John Roser, O.F.M., he was associated with St, Bonaventure for
almost sixty years. As Patriarch of Allegany he became the last
]iving link with the past. e died on September 6, 1936, at the
age of 83, .

Another important event occurred while Father Theophilus
Wwas president of St. Bonaventure. In September 1874, fiye young
men arrived at Allegany and applied as postulants for the priest-
hood in the Order of Friars Minor. FO}‘ somce years they had been
members of the Congregation of Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn

39. Tranklin B. Hough, Historical and Statistical record of 10 University dur-
ing the century from 1784 to 1884 (Albany, 1885), Pp. 339-341.
40. 1bid.
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(established in 1858) where they had won a reputation as teachers
and school administrators. Fecling that God was calling them
to a more abundant life in the ranks of the holy priesthood, they
parted with reluctance from old friends and sweet associations to
embrace a life of poverty and privation among the pioneers of
St. Bonaventure College. The names of these five Brothers who
transferred to St. Bonaventure and ultimately became Franciscan
priests are:  Brothers Francis Butler (who became the renowned
Father Joseph Butler and later held the office of President of St.
Bonaventure for almost a quarter century); Angelus O’Connor,
who taught at St. Bonaventure; Joachim Molloy (who served as
vice-president of St. Bonaventure, 1887-1890); Bonaventure Mec-
Cabe (who became Fr. Bernardine McCabe, devoted his life to
parochial duties in Winsted and New York City); and Anthony
Ennis (who later became Fr. Pamphilus Ennis).

The first four mentioned were received into the Novitiate at
Allegany on May 7, 1877, admitted to Simple Profession on May
19, 1877, and to Solemn Vows on May 15, 1880. One month
later they were ordained priests by the second Bishop of Buffalo,
Stephen Vincent Ryan. The fifth member of the group, Anthony
Ennis, entered the Order on October 4, 1878, receiving the name

amphilus, so hallowed by the memories of the founder of St.

onaventure College. He was ordained on June 11, 1883, and
alter serving as assistant at St. Anthony’s Church, Sullivan Street,
New York City, for eight years, he was appointed vice-president
of St. Bonaventure on D]uly 22, 1891. A year later, he was ap-
p\omted assistant at St. Patrick’s parish, Buffalo, but returned to
rJlegany a8 pastor and guardjan, 1895-1899. .

Somf; years later, four other Franciscan teaching Brothers joined
the Friars Mingy at Allegany: Frs. Michacl Mann, Andrew Slat-
'f(elf§793§188?)1 Christopher Ryan (1892), and Aloysius Slattery

fost of them also became faculty members of St.
BOI’IEIVCHture_-ma

After the T ) -  Da N
L L - Charles sani Da Nazzano
(1874-18?7) mistration of Father Charles Vis

de. Foeh during which such great cducational strides were
made, Yather Leo Rizzo de Saracena, O.F.M., an able organizer

. f}oac.l ‘?‘ m{.}re complete outline of the lives of these former Brothers who
%30”16' s llegany community, and their contributions to the growth of St.
Lf)fm;cmq:c CT}““EC will be found in an article entitled “To I\-‘IDIECAAbu?d‘K}I{;
ife,” written by the late Adalbert Callahz T.M.. in Provincial Annals
(1943-44) . 7180, albert Callahan, O 3
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and strict disciplinarian, became the sixth president of St. Bonaven-
ture College and Seminary. Born at Saracena, in Calabria, on the
Feast of the Assumption, August 15, 1833, Leo entered the Fran-
ciscan Order as a member of the Province of the Seven Martyrs
of Calabria, and was ordained on September 20, 1856, after com-
pleting his studies at Saint Isidore’s College. It was at this institu-
tion that he first learned to speak English with an Irish brogue.
The year 1860 saw him crossing the Atlantic to join the growing
community at Allegany. Father Pamphilus sent him as Superior
to far-off Houston, Texas. It had been the hope of the founding
Fathers of St. Bonaventure to reestablish the Franciscan missions
in the Lone Star State. However, this laudable project had to
be put aside because of the small number of priests available, and
these were more urgently needed in the Fast.

After serving in the Civil War for nearly three years as Chaplain
of the Ninth Regiment of Connecticut, the so-called “Irish Regi-
ment” under Sheridan, Father Leco was appointed pastor of St.
Joseph’s Church, the first resident Franciscan in Connecticut. He
held this office, with two bricf mterludes, for the rest of his
mortal life. One of these interruptions was occasioned by his
appointment in 1877 as Custos and President of St. Bonaventure.
He skillfully guided its destinies until 1880. Coming to his new
office from Connecticut, he brought with him many students for
both college and secminary. There is an interesting biographical
and historical note about Father Leo in the Conmnecticut Catholic.
It shows in what high regard he was held by all with whom he
came in contact. At his funeral, the secular press acclaimed him
the best known clergyman in all New England, and the Governor
of Connecticut was one of his honorary pallbearers.**

The seventh president was Father Theophilus Posposilik, (vari-
ously spelled), who guided the college from 1881-1887. His early
life is recorded in the memoirs of Archbishop Corrigan.”? He
served at St. Bonaventure for some fifteen years: as professor of
Moral Theology, Sacred Scripture and Hermeneutics; as bursar
and vicar of the Friary; and as president of the institution., He is
also said to have published a work in the field of Bibljcq] Exegesis.

He was subscquently elected Custos Provincial of Immaculate Con-

41. Comnnecticut Catholic, August 8, 1891; Benjamin Musser, O.F.M., “The Lion
of Winsted,” in Provincial Annals 'V (1945-46), 260-273; 341-349,
42. Historical Records and Studies of the U. S. Catholic Historical Society VIII

(New York, 1915), 234.
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ception Custody. Not long after his term expired, ill health in-

duced him to return to his native Bohemia, where he died at Poson,
on June 31, 1896, after a prolonged illness.

We can obtain a fairly good contemporary picture of St. Bona’s
during this era in the May 6th, 1882, issue of the Olean Times.
On the previous day, a reporter visited the campus, and was per-

sonally conducted through the institution by Father Theophilus
himself. He wrote about his visit:

ST. BONAVENTURE'S
THE INsTITUTION FLOURISHING

Since its establishment, the school has been improving in importance
from year to year up to the present one (1882) which is proving to be
the most successful since its organization . . . .

I_t is situated necar the Allch;w River, on the N. Y. and_ Lake E.illc
Railroad, in one of the most piE‘.turesquc and healthy sections of t Kj
country. And speaking of scenery, we can say that the western VIEW
from the college is among the finest we have ever seen.

To complete the college course requires six years of diligent study

picte the college coursc req g, 5 f
nd close application, while those who are preparing for the pl_lesthoo |
must pass through the seminary conneceted with the college, which takc.%_
four. years longer, thus making} ten years in all from the time they entcl
theﬁmstitution until they are prepared for the pulpit . . . )

Eleven instructors are cngaged in the college department, and'four n
the Theological or Seminary:. By the time they pass under the instruc-
ton of fifteen different professot‘s, these seminarians must surely be pre-
pared to ¢ngage in the spiritual battles of life . . . .

he institution has its own cornct band consisting of 24 pieces, its
OWn orchestra consisting of twelve picces, and its own glee club f.
: Although CV@1‘ythingaconnected with this school is “_forlfh}/“ ? ttﬂ‘n-

place.  St. Bonaventure Library contains over 6, :
the choicest works that could be collected. It contains manuscripts over
600 years olq
l)h]i:]!:?rc}?re aF)UUt 200 students in attendance this year. .”l he scholel ?é
SOPhy graduates 20; there are 16 graduates in Theology, and 1

graduanpg from the college, making about 52 in all who have a special
PHEERERAG, coming Commencement exercises . . . 9

The year 1887
of the long

1s 2 memorable one for it marked the bcglljnmng
and  fruitful presidency of Father Joseph Butler,

43.  Olean Times, May 6, 1882.
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O.F.M., whose arrival at Allegany is referred to earlier. The new
executive envisioned a magnificent university, and to this ideal
he devored his life. During his twenty-four years as regent, the
institution made remarkable progress. This was due, in great meas-
urc, to the wonderful gifts of mind and heart of its president.

The first building erected during his administration was Alumni
Hall, a brick structure, 40 x 100 fr. It was in 1887, that the
cornerstone was laid for this additional building. On Commence-
ment Day of the following year, St. Bonaventure Alumni Associa-
tion was formed with some 90 charter members present at the
organizational mecting. The new association presented Father
Joseph with a contribution of $3,000 to help pay for the con-
struction of Alumni Hall. The first floor was used for a Library,
the upper floor as the auditorium, and the basement as the gym-
nasium. It was in this gymnasium that two “Giants” of bascball:
John J. McGraw and Hughic A. Jennings, reportedly practiced and
perfected the art of “bunting,” which, with the “squceze play,”
are said to be among their many contributions to the national
sport. Irom such humble beginnings and surroundings these two
men went forth each spring to play with the Baltimore Orioles,
and they helped to make them one of the most famous teams in
baseball history. On June 13, 1939, in connection with the Base-
ball Centennial, the deeds of these two great Bonaventure contribu-
tions to bascball, were commemorated by a special Cachet issued
from the St. Bonaventure College Post Office.

In an interesting autobiography, John J. McGraw, known as
the “Napolcon of Baseball” gives us the inside story of his
career.” Writing for the college periodical, The Laurel, two years
before his death, his friend, “Hughey,” as he was affectionatel
known to millions of admirers, tells of his first mecting with John
McGraw, and of the happy days they spent together at St. Bona-
venture.” In an article entitled “J_Xt-:l-BOY,” Hugh Fullerton tells
us how Hughey Jennings fought his way from the mine pits to the
pinnacle of bascball glory.*

Alumni Hall, completed and blessed, the need was felt for en-
larging the Monastery. A'n extension, almost rrlpling the capacity
of the old friary, was built and dedicated on February 24, 1893.
The Monastery wing was now over three hundred feet long and

44. John J. McGraw, My Thirty Years of Baseball (New York, 1923).
45. The Laurel, XXVIL (St. Bonaventure, N. Y.; 1925.26), 326.327.
46. Liberty (New York), April 14, 1928.
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about fifty feet wide. In April 1905, ground was broken for a
75 ft. addition to the Scminary wing to make it harmonize with
the Monastery extension.

Ten years after receiving its permanent charter from the
Regents of New York State, the college graduation class of St.
Bona’s numbered twenty-one students. Archbishop Francis Satolli,
first Apostolic Delegate to the United States, presided at the June
18, 1894, commencement. His discourse on that occasion, and a
description of that memorable visit is found in Loyalty to Church
and State by Rev. ]. B, Slattery (Baltimore 1895).

The Franciscan Fathers at the above place entertained the Apostolic
Delegate for two days in June, 1894. There were ordinations and
dedications.

The Delegate arrived on a special train by the Erie Railway, and w:lis
greeted with music furnished by the College Band, and escorted through
triumphal arches made of roses and adorned with United States flags. _

Numerous speeches, original poems and addresses of welcome ‘i"”.:l]e
made in Latin, Italian, English, French, German and Spanish, to which
Msgr. Satolli responded in substance:

That he had heard much of Allegany Franciscan hospitality, but thz}t
vhich he had heard by no means commensurated with what he had ex-
Jerienced; that he had visited many educational institutions in Amerlc_ﬂi
and had unfailingly experienced great pleasure in so doing, but never d1(1
he feel more intense satisfaction than that afforded him by the genera
Manifestation of undying fidelity to Faith and Fatherland, displa}"ad at
the occasion by the students and faculty of St. Bonaventure’s. ble
¢ congratulated Bishop Ryan on having in his diocese such a nob
Catholic Institution, and said, that though it always afforded him 2
Peculiar pleasure to come to the Diocese of Buffalo, yet his satisfaction

would be thenceforward materially enhanced, owing to his acquaintance
with Allegan

_ St B?Ila"e“thE’S, he continued, deserves a prominent place among the
Institutions of

- the land. He concluded by hoping that the clergy woui]c;
gontmm;e, by every possible means, to second the efforts made by th
ons of St. Francis i the cause of religion, education and patriotism.

Another Colle
ment. The stry
Ground was by
pleted in 1900,

Only a few
completely

ge building was crected to meet increased enroll-
cture was to be five stories high, and 200 x 65 ft.
oken May 22, 1899, and the building was com-
at a cost of some $75,000. ]

years later, in 1908, this main college building was
gutted by a devastating fire. Nothing daunted, the
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now aged President of St. Bonaventure did not falter, but at once
engaged a force of workmen to begin restoration of the building.
It was to be called Lynch Hall in memory of Father Francis J.
Lynch of Thorndike, Mass., whose generosity defrayed most of the
building cost.

After a full and active life, Father Joseph’s ill health finall
forced him to resign from active duty on January 13, 1911. A few
months later, after entering St. Francis Hospital in New York, he
went to receive his reward on July 25, 1911. A stone monument
stands in the heart of the campus as a loving tribute and memorial
to his untiring devotedness to Catholic Education and to the wel-

fare of the institution over which he presided for almost a quarter
of a century.

At the time of his death, the student body numbered 175 col-
legians and 85 seminarians, while the faculty consisted of thirteen
priests and six lay professors. The college plant was then com-
posed of a modern college building, seminary, monastery, Church
and Alumni Hall. ~ “Father Joseph,” wrote the late Conrad
O’Leary, O.F.M., “had the happiness of seeing St. Bona’s take its
placc among the best of the Catholic seats of learning in this
country.”*?

One of the many honors conferred on Father Joseph during his
presidency was his election in 1895 as Custos of the growing Cus-
tody of the Immaculate Conception. In fact, he had the distinc-
tion _of being its last Custos, since on September 16, 1901, the
Province of the Most Holy Name was oﬂicially created, St. Bona-
venture declared one of its friaries, with Very Rev. Fr. Joseph
Butler elected as its first Custos.®

On August 2, 1896, at St. Bonaventure, a young man was clothed
with the brown habit of St. Francis by Father Joseph. He re-
ceived the name Fr. Paschal. As Charles Robinson, he had been
associate editor of the North American Review, an
by the work and spirit of the Seraphic Order.
journalistic career, decided to become a follower
and applied for admission to the Order at St.
legany. After his Novitiate there, he was appo
ing staff of the college. He completed his stud

d was impressed
So he forsook a
of the Poverello,
Bonaventure’s, Al-
Inted to the teach-
1es in Rome where

47. Conrad OLeary, O.F.M., “The Allegany Friars,” in sy, Bonaventure Semi-
ntary Yearbook, X (1926}, 19-32. _ ) .

48, Adalbert Callahan, O.F.M., Medieval Francis in Modery America, pp. 288-
289.
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he was ordained December 21, 1901, by His Eminence Peter
Cardinal Respighi, Vicar of Rome.

The College literary publication, The Laurel, owes its begin-
ning, in 1899, to Fr. Paschal. After his Ordination, this talented
young friar gave ever greater promise: as member of editorial staff
of Avchivun: Franciscanum Historicum, and as professor of Medic-
val History at Catholic Univcrsity of America. As a well-merited
reward for his many labors in the diplomatic service of the Church,
he was consecrated Titular Archbishop of Tyana on June 24,
1927. He served as Apostolic Visitor to Malta and also fulfilled
other special missions for the Vatican. He was appoimcd the first
Apostolic-Nuncio to his native land the Irish Free State on No-
vember 23, 19294 3 position he held until his death on August 27,

1948.  He was laid to rest amid his brethren, while a 19-gun salute
sounded overhead. o

About five years after Father Joseph’s death—during the presi-
dency of his successor, Father Fidelis Reynolds, O.FF.M.,—a thor-
oughly up-to-date 100 x 90 feet gymnasium was buile. Its corner-
stone was laid in June 1916 by Bishop Denis J. Dougherty of Buf-
falo, later Cardinal-Archbishop of Philadelphia, and it was dei_ll_Cﬂth
February 17, 1918: “To the memory of ‘Father Joe’,” by Bishop

John Mark Gannon of Erie, Pa., who was, at that time, Pl‘CSlde_nE
of the Alumni, and a most active promoter of a ficting memori

to “The Grand OId Man of Allegany.”
F,ather Fidelis’ administration (1911-1916) saw many of Father
°¢'s plans for a greater St. Bonaventure realized. The Prepara-
tory School wag brought up to cducational standards, while the
?0 8¢ curriculum was completely reorganized to fit the grn}!uatc
n(;;m;g:;if%y or professional work. During his term as Prcsgggfj
st Bl ?.Cqmpmcnt was added. e also introduced o
T aking, and Prc-n}(?cl_lcal courses. It was during |
Nistration that sport facilities were greatly cnlarged by the

providing of 4 golf course and athletic fields for baseball, football
and track 4o

.The seminary
with the latest” g

courses were likewise brought nto conform_lty
¢crees of Pope Prus X regarding the education

49. 1bid., Pp- 480-483.

49a. Schastian Lee, OF.M., Dr. Paschal Robinson, O.F.M., Nuncio to Ireland
(Dublin; Assisi Press: 1948) . 16pp0.

49b. Provincial Annals, VY (Oct. 1948 397-424, and ibid. VII (Jan. 1949), 1-27,
as also ibid. 1 (1936), 15816, " 1) > And i L
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of ccclesiastical students. In a word, cvery department of the
college and seminary was raised to a higher standard, preparing the
way for the approval of the college by national standardizing and
accrediting agencics.

_ ThF 1916 Provincial Chapter made several appointments affect-
mg St. Bonaventure. Among these was the selection of Father
Allqundcr Hickey, O.F.M.,, as the next president to succeed Fr.
Fldelfs. An:_')ther name mentioned at this Chapter, and intimately
assoctated with St. Bonaventure was that of Fr. Thomas Plassman,
O.F.M., who in his sixth year at St. Bonaventure, was elected De-
ﬁanor of Holy Name Province,

Iather Alexander, then Matthew Hickey, was born in Ireland,
June 3, 1865. He came to the United Strates in 1888 at the in-
stance of Father Joseph Butler, O.F.M., a close relative, whom he
was destined to follow into the Seraphic Order, the Sacred Priest-
hooc_l, and the presidential chair of St. Bonaventure College. He
received the Franciscan habit from the hands of Very Rev. Fr.
Ana_c_letus, O.F.M., Provincial, on April 27, 1890. Aft(?r 11-15
novitate he began his studies for the priesthood, also teaching in
the college department ar St. Bonaventure. He soon gained high
fepute as an instructor of youth, and was ordained on June 24,
1896. Most of his priestly life was spent at Allegany, teaching 1n
both_ the college and seminary departments, until he was clected
president of the institution.

As professor, he was unsurpassed, and delighted in the office of
the teacher, working long and lovingly over his books. Endowed
with a soul of wit, he always saw a way of smoothing over the
rough spots. A holy man, zcalous in the pursuit of his sacred
mission; affable, humble, with the true Franciscan spirit, he moved
among men spreading cheer and good will, the soul of gentleness,
2 saintly scholar and a scholarly saint. Among the older alumni,
the name and memory of Father Alexander is held in loving re-
membrance and benediction.*

Like his predccessors, the tenth incumbent of the presidency,
Fr. Alexander had the education of youth and the advancement of
the college at heart. There was a steady increase in the enroll-
ment, and in the number of new courses added during his regime.
But the outbreak of the World War prevented many of the 1313115
from being carried out. A Unit of the Student’s Army Training

49c.  “St. Bonaventure’s Tenth Prexy,” in Provincial Amnnals, 11 (1939-40), 160-
165.
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Corps—one of 400 sclect colleges in the country—was established
on the campus in the Fall of 1918. The limit of trainees at St.
Bonaventure’s was fixed at 400, with Colonel H. J. Goldman,
U. S. A. in command. At the close of the war, the War Depart-
ment had the highest praise for the unit and its accomplishments.

As we come closer to the present incumbent of the pI‘CSidCI‘lea

it may be well to list here the names of those who have thus far
held that office:

1. Very Rev. Pamfilo da Magliano. . .. ... .. 1859-1867
2. V. R. Diomede Falconio. ............ .. 1868-1869
3. V. R. Maximus Cassini................. 1869-1872
4. V. R. Theophilus d’Avignon............ 1872-1874
5. V. R. Charles Vissani da Nazzano. . ...... 1874-1877
6. V.R. Leo Rizzo da Saracena.......... .. 1877-1880
7. V.R. Theophilus Pospisilik. ............ 1881-1887
8. V. R. Joseph Butler................... 1887-1911
9. V.R. Fidelis Reynolds. ................ 1911-1916
10. V. R. Alexander Hickey............... 1916-1920
11. V. R. Thomas Plassmann. .............. 1920-1949
12 V.R. Juvenal Lalor. ................... 1949-

For the past quarter century the guiding figure of St. Bonaven-
ture has been Father Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M., who scems tO
lave hacll within his large frame much of the energies and talents
i:i :él hAlS predecessors. A linguist, scholar, and writer of nc;tcii
i dcccpd_ed Fathc_r Alexander in the summer of 1920, and direc

estinies of this growing institution until 1949, when he was

appointed Provincial of Holby Name Province.

distinls:iilgi ,C’}utline of Father Thomas, “a St. Bonaventure 11?136;’:
wedde, G may not be out of place at this point. Born at v
g the;\ ° ogng;ly, on Ma;-c_h .19, 18_?9, he arrived in this COu_nCY
Collegegin I teen. e received his Master of Arts from)QUf 03’
N. | e 98, and_enter_ccl the ngmcnscan_ Order at Iﬂt;ﬂ? g ci
o the o I completing his theological studies, he was ordain
X _Priesthood ‘at Mount St. Sepulchre, Washington, D- C.

7 nteresting apd happy coincident may be recorded in con-
nection with hjg ordination, which took place on June 9, 1906. The
ordaining prelate was none other than the Apostolic Delegate, the
Most Rev. Archbishop Diomede Falconio, O.F.M., who will be
remembered as the second president of St. Bonaventure. Thus, he
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who was president of this institution 1868-1869, ordained his suc-
cessor, who dirccted the destinics of St. Bonaventure College and
Seminary from 1920-1949.

After continuing his studies abroad, Father Thomas joined the
faculty of St. Bonaventure in 1910 teaching Sacred Scripture, Dog-
matic Theology, Patrology, and Oriental Languages. The July
1920 Chapter appointed him president of St. Bonaventure College
and Seminary to succced IFather Alexander.

To list all his accomplishments would deserve a full-length
article.**  Suffice it to say that he was the founder and president
of the Franciscan IEducational Conference for almost thirty years,
past-president of The Catholic Biblical Association, the Associa-
tion of Colleges and Universities of New York State, the National
Catholic Educational Associati011~Sernir1ary Department; member
of Advisory Board of the N. C. E. A., and member of several
important committees of educational associations. In addition to
his earned degrees, he received numerous honorary degrees.

International]y acclaimed as the foremost I'ranciscan educator
in the United Statcs, and one of the greatest living exponents of
the Franciscan spirit, Father Thomas may be called “the rebuilder
of St. Bonaventure College.” He witnessed the ercction of most
of the present buildings on the campus.

A recent issue of the college Catalog listed some 400 different
subjects taught. The entire work of the institution was divided
into the following distinct units or groups:  The College of
Liberal Arts, comprising the Divisions of Natural Sciences, Histo
and Social Sciences, Philosophy and Religion; the Schools of Edu-
cation and Business Administration; School of Theology; and the
Franciscan Institutc.

The year 1924 saw the College affiliated with the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and in the follow-
ing year it was placed on the list of institutions approved by the
American Medical Association, thus passing another milestone in
its steady progress. St. Bonaventure’s is also a member of the
Association of Universities and Colleges of New York State, as
well as other leading educational associarions.

The year 1923 witnessed an event that was new at St. Bonaven-
ture’s. For the first time in its history the institution conferred

49d. Irenacus Herscher, O.F.M., “Golden Jubilee of Fr. Thomas,” in Previnciad
Annals, VII (Oct. 1949), 157-165.
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academic degrees upon women graduates. At first the college
degrees were conferred at St. Llizabeth’s Academy, but in 1926
and thereafter they were conferred on the campus. On June 9,
1926, these members of the fair sex formed themselves into St.
Bonaventure Alumnae Association. From a modest group of
some twenty charter members the organization had grown to

several hundred by the time it celebrated its Silver Jubilee in
June 1951.

The original Charter granted to the Institution by the Regents
of the State of New York awarded full faculties and privileges
and did not restrict the College to the granting of any specific
Academic degrees. An Amendment to that Charter—by action of
the Regents—dated December 19, 1929, authorized the College to
confer certain Graduate Degrees including the degree of Ph. D.™
This concession has been endorsed and approved by the Middle
States Association of Colleges.

Soon after Fr. Thomas Plassmann became president it became
apparent that yet another building was needed to properly accom-
rﬁl()_dﬁte the ever increasing student body. To provide su1_tab]C
living quarters for the many boarding students, a new dormitory
was erected in 1927. This beauriful and imposing structure 1S
arge enough to accommodate five hundred students. It is named
alter N_icholas and Mary Devereux, of beloved memory, whose
generosity had enabled the Franciscans to found St. Bonaventure

Coll

ollege seventy years carlier.

“SThls modern building was completed only a few years, when
di;;:gouglre” again‘visitcc'l the campus on Mayl 5, 193?' 5 [;A
Remitts. goflﬁ'agratmn ‘wiped out the Church, J\*I(_masicrc}labtcm
" realitg U%Idmg. Within a few hours, that which ha b oheld
the 1. Was only memory, and the Sons of St. Francis
B atenal work of seventy-five years reduced to ashes.
by ‘é‘;siltirembers l.md hardly cooled w!lcn the friars, Uﬂd?}ljnzi‘i
Giver of anand m1sfqrtunc, plach their full conﬁdencc 11.r -
onaventure 800€_1 things, _an('l laid plans for a still Grcatc d
0 rise phoenix-like from the ashes. With the a1
of loyal alumn; and generous friends from ncar and far, the
task of reconstruction began. By the Fall of the same year, a
New Wing was added to Devercux Hall to serve as a Seminary. On

t]lC site Of T.he f()l’mel‘ }\-1_0]‘1;15]_’(31’}7 was crected the FathCI‘ Alexander

50. Document on file ar St. Bonaventure University, dated December 19, 1929.
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Hickey Memorial Dining Hall. Architecturally harmonizing with
Deverecux Hall, this beautiful Rcfectory, modern n every respect,
is large enough to seat almost one thousand students.

In place of the old St. Bonaventure Church on the campus,
a new parish Church has been built ar the eastern end of Allegany.
An article entitled “Speaking of Anniversaries,” written ten years
after the conflagration paints a word picture of that tragic event,
and gives the optimistic view into the future of St. Bonaventure’s
as envisaged by Fr. Thomas.5

Again, and for the third time within three years, the campus
was visited by fire, on April 18, 1933. The clock-tower of
Lynch Hall was struck by lightning, and the entire structure had
to be interiorly reconstructed. The property loss on this occasion
was estimated at about $50,000—a very hard blow to an institution
which had not as yet recovered from the 1930 disaster, of which
the loss was estimated at almost two million dollars,

Today, this completely reconditioned structure stands as 2
memorial to Father Joseph De La Roche D’Allion, O.F.M., the
Franciscan missionary priest who discovered oil in this region some
three hundred years ago. On June 12, 1934, the completely reno-
vated building was dedicated by Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, Gov-
ernor of N. Y. State. De La Roche Hall, as it is now called,
houses some administrative offices, most of the Class Rooms, and
all the Physical, Biological, and Chemical Laboratories. Exteriorly
the new building is in architectural harmony with Devereux Hall
and the Dining Hall.

It would indeed do the hearts of those pioneers good to see the
present group of buildings nestled in the foot-hills of the Alle-
ghanies. 'Were they to look down from one of the commercial
planes which frequently pass over the campus, they would sce
no less than 25 buildings in the group. Where they found
wilderness a century ago they could now see cultivated, rolling
fields surrounding the 500 acre campus whose natural beauty is
difficult to excell. They would sce, for example, the beautiful
library building centrally located between De La Roche Hall
and the Gymnasium, and forming a quadrangle with the Dining
Hall: a veritable gem in a setting O_f cmerald green; the two
R.O.T.C. buildings, housing the equipment and offices of the
Reserve Officers Training Personnel, located to the south of the

51. Provincial Anmals, 111 (July, 1940}, 295-301.
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central heating plant, and flanked in turn by a firchouse and a
200 ft.-long building comprising the maintenance office, and work
shops; at one end of the campus the former music hall, now
converted into a V.A. Guidance-center, and Alumni Hall, the
oldest college building on campus; two class room buildings oc-
cupying space between Alumni Hall and the Veteran’s Guidance
Center; Devereux Hall, memorializing the Catholic Action of the
Devereux Family; standing at the southeastern corner of the cluster
of buildings, six wooden structures, formerly Army and Navy
barracks, converted into temporary dormitories, each named after
a patriotic alumnus who laid down his life during World War II;
and in the very heart of the campus the McGraw-]Jennings
Athletic Field, named after St. Bonaventure’s well-known con-
tributions to the great American sport of bascball.

One of the more recent projects for a great St. Bonaventure—
and of particular interest to us in this historical outline—was
announced on Wednesday, December 8, 1943, when the Olean
Times Herald carried the headline: “St. Bonaventure College to
crect new hall in 1944.”52 The construction of a new residence-
hall at an approximate cost of $350,000 was under consideration
I connection with the long-proposed St. Bonaventure University
program. It was at first planned to make this building the new
Seminary and possibly also the faculty residence.

Today the beautiful new building—Christ the King Seminary—
Stands to the east of the college group and stadium, and nearing
nal completion is already occupied.
ﬁlilser?tur feyes come to rest on that little knoll, we see the f‘:}&
Ni'::holasol)one of the most ardent dreams of Bishop Timon 4 <
s establishe'verel-lx' It was their ardent hope and earnest PmYno_
e g, f;n this area a scat of learning that would train yOlihz
swrosld. VVit]}:] the Sanctu.ary and for ‘the various vocations 1in g
Seminary s the FStﬂth]‘lﬂjlent of St. Bonﬂventulre Collegf ¢
am WSCarcnty of priests was to be remedied, and future
1L s e 0?111(1 be'assurcgl of spiritual leaderg and guides, as
. : Catholic Action in all walks of life. _
t Was on Augyst 29, 1932, that Father Thomas had a private
audience with Hig Holiness Pope Pius XI, of holy memory, in
which he mentioneq what happened to the old Seminary, and

52. Olean Times

erald, Dec £ , ] isitor-Register (Erie,
Pa.), October 1, 1943, » December 8, 1943; Lake Shore Visitor-Reg
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described the plans for the new. When Father asked His Holiness
to suggest a name for the proposed seminary, he received the
following characteristic and enthusiastic reply:  “Call it the Semi-
nary of Christ the King. I know of no more appropriate name
for a school where young men are trained for the Holy Priest-
hood, for the priests are leaders in the great army of Christ the
King.”

The site of the new Seminary was blessed by Father Thomas
on the Feast of Christ the King, 1948, and the following year
(October 16, 1949) witnessed the solemn cornerstone laying of
the new edifice, with Bishop John F. O’Hara, CS.C., of Buf-
falo officiating. The first solemn Mass on the site was offered
by Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M., newly elected
Provincial of the Holy Name Province, with the Most Reverend
John Mark Gannon, D.D., Bishop of Erie, and a devoted alumnus
of the Seminary, presiding. The Rt. Rev. Joseph B. Mclntyre,
LL.D., Chancellor of the Camden (N. J.) Diocese, and head of
the St. Bonaventure Clerical Alumni, preached the sermon on the
occasion.

This, the first year after St. Bonaventure
quired its University Charter, the Seminary of Christ the King
has reached almost final completion. A “modern structure of
simple architectural lines of Florentine character, and dominated
by a magnificent tower which lends a distinctive feature to the
entire environment of the University campus, the new Seminary
speaks of the eternal values which the foundine friars first en-
visioned and which their successors have so m:?turelv and con-
cretely expressed for the continued perpetuating of the ideals of
Christ. It presently accommodates a student body of 215 of which
one hundred and ﬁ_fty'are the_ologmns, eighty-five philosophers.
This Stuc_lcnt b(_)dy is singular in 1ts geographical representation,
representing as it does some twenty-seven dioceses, and two arch-
dioceses. Fourteen professors serve the various departments, and
bestow the desirable quality of a varied academic representation
demanded of any modern faculty. Because it hgs been and is
under the Charter of St. Bc_maYem_'ure Univcrsity, and constitutes
the divinity school in that institution, its graduates in philosophy
receive the degree of Bachelor of Arts, while jts theologians who
are eligible may matriculate for the degree of Master of A pts,

In the past over thirteen hundred priests have gone from
the Seminary at St. Bonaventure’s into the various dioceses

University has ac-
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throughout the length and breadth of the United States as well
as into the diocesan priesthood of other Jands. Also among
those who have made their studies ar St Bonaventure, the
following have gained prominence in the vineyard of the Lord and
save been elevated to the hierarchy: Cardinal Diomede Falconio,
Apostolic Delegate to the United States; Archbishop Paschal Robin-
son, O.F.M., Papal Nuncio to Eire; Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh
of Newark; Bishop Thomas F. Brennan, first Bishop of Dallas,
Texas; Bishop John Kenny of St. Augustine, Florida; Bishop John
Mark Gannon of Erie; Bishop John J. McMahon of Trenton;
Bishop John F. O’Hern of Rochester; Bishop Francis J. Tief of
Concordia; and Bishop Richard T. Guilfoyle of Altoona, Pa.;
Auxiliary Bishop Edward P. McManaman of Eric, Pa. Many
others have been elevated to monsignorial rank.
The story of St. Bonaventure’s would not be complete without
a mention of the Franciscan Institute founded in 1943. It is a
distinct unit within the Division of Graduate Studies, and op-
crates under the laws and requirements of the graduate depart-
ment. The Rev. Philothcus Bochner, O.F.M.,, is its director, and
It comprises within its scope theological, philosophical and histori-
cal courses, with emphasis on the second. The Institute bears
the name “Franciscan” because the Franciscan School of Thought,
3 well as Franciscan Ideals are given due recognition througllput-
_All‘?ady the Franciscan Institute has made significant contribu-
bons in the form of its publications, ten of which have thus far
APPeared in five distinct serics: Philosophy, History, Missiology,
1‘_(3019%}7 and the Spirit and Life Series. The Franciscan Institute
Maintains for purposes of rescarch, and through the kindness, fore-
;fé‘ii and deep interest of Fnt}_ler Mathias Fau-st, O.FM., former
ncial of Holy Name Province and more recently Procurator
of e O o B M, o uzandng ol
of the cditiEtS a11d incunabula, and an almost comp CLe: e 37
students ape 25 of medieval masters. At the present writing,
Teit fhe fongﬂg.ed mn StUdICS‘ at the Institure. _ _ fad
unding days of St. Bonaventure University we fin
some; of the friarg engaged in literary pursuits, in conjunction
with their Apostolic and scholastic duties. Thus we find that
Father Pamphilys, although busy supervising construction of the
first blllldlngs at St. Boﬁ:wcnture, founding parishes, preaching,
teaching and perf orming heroic work in the vineyard of the Master,
yet found time Occasionally to sit down and compile a History
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of the Franciscan Order in America, and among the manuscripts
i the archives of the institution he founded we can, to this day,

sec some of the other literary works of the pioncer confreres.

At the turn of the century we find another St. Bonaventure
fr_mr, Fr. Paschal Robinson, O.F.M., the late Papal Nuncio to
Eire, engaged in historical research and literary activity which bore
full fruit in later years. He is still looked upon as one of the
outstanding historians and writers of the entire Franciscan Order.

Other St. Bonaventure friars have followed the example of
their literary predecessors. Among these was the late Father
Stanislaus \:\f’oywod, O.F.M., who has produced several important
works in his field of specialization, Canon Law. In addition he
contributed regularly to the Homniletic and Pastoral Revieaw.
His books are used even to this day in seminaries throughout the
land. In more recent years these volumes have been revised and
brought up to date by another St. Bonaventure friar, Fr. Callistus
Smith, O.F.M., who has followed Father Stanislaus in this im-
portant study. TFather Isidore O’Brien, O.F.M., for a number of
years associated with St. Bonaventure, is the author of numecrous
works, many of them used as handbooks by Study Clubs in every
section of the United States. Father Claude Kean, O.F.M., who
was a member of St. Bonaventure faculty for a number of years,
and is now Principal of Timon High School in Buffalo, was the
author of a volume on Rhetoric, and the translator of another,
entitled Stock Charges Against the Bible.

Father Valentine Long, O.F.M., well-known as profpssor at St.
Bonaventure, is the author of several volumes of literary and
spiritual essays. Another friar, Hubert Vecchierello, O.F.M., col-
laborated in the writing of A Laboratory Ma.mml of Vertebrate
E??zbryology; translated into English Marucci’s Manual of Christian
Archeology; also authored A Catholic Looks at Rosicrucianism.
The former president and now Provincial_ of Holy Name Province,
produced numerous works, some of which are The Book Called
Holy, The Priest's Way to God, From Sz{';’;day to Sunday, and
several popular pamphlets. As for his literary and scholarly
articles in the fields of Education, Franciscan History and Philoso-
phy, and Biblical Studies, many of these have appeared in the
Catholic Encyclopedia, and learned journals. It suffices to say
that a fine Franciscan literary tradition has come down from the
founding Fathers of St. Bonaventure University to the present day.
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It is worthy of note, here, that an extension unit of St. Bona-
venture College was established at Loudonville, N. Y., in the
year 1937. At the invitation of His Excellency, the Most Reverend
Edmund F. Gibbons, D. D., Bishop of Albany, the Franciscan
Fathers who conduct St. Bonaventure College, werc able to in-
augurate Siena College, located in the suburbs of the Capitol City.
Such were the rapid strides of this daughter institution of St. Bona-
venture College, that on June 17, 1938, the State Board of Regents
granted it a Charter indepcndent of its parent institution. “Pledged
to the ideals of educating the whole man, and dedicated to Al-
mighty God under the patronage of St. Bernardine of Siena, and
one of the youngest Catholic Colleges in New York State, it places
its future in the goodness and Providence of Him Whose cause it
humbly secks to promote; and confidently hopes that the success,
which so far has artended its efforts, may be a pledge of cven
greater blcssings to come (Bona Venture)”.® That this con-
fidence is well-placed is evident from the over 2,000 student enroll-
ment of Siena College.

Ever since Pope Benedict XV declared St. Francis Patron Qf
Catholic Action, the faculty of St. Bonaventure felt that this
Franciscan Institution should do something in a public way to
Stlm.ulatc this movement. As an added incentive for Catholic
Action, the faculty, with the approval of Fcclesiastical Superiors,
fl\]akes an annual award of the Catholic Action Medal. This award
L&f bésatt(iwi:_d on a layman who has been outstanding in thedﬁ?)ld
Po P?‘O 1C Actlc_)n. Th%S plan a_nd medal were approve y

P¢ Yius XT during a private audience, October 30, 1931. The
ollowing distinguished Catholic Laymen have thus far received
this honor-

1934. Hon. Alfred E. Smith, Former Governor of New York
tate.

1935, Dr. Michael Williams, Editor of Commnonweal.
1936. Hon, Joseph Scott, Philanthropist, Lawyer, and Lecturer.
1937, Mr{-)lPatrick Scanlan, Managing Editor of “The Brooklyn
a et”.
1938.  Mr. George Gillespie, National Head of St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

53. St. Boma Venture (St. Bonaventure, N. Y.), October 8, 1943; “First Unit

Of Sicﬂa CO]]EgE‘. SUIEIT]I]J D di 3 - . . A ! 1I anuary, 1939),
24-26; idem., 1 (1936-1938)?126(:3[1?]3?363,_ w Dravincial dlumals 2 v



1939.
1940.
1941.
1942,
1943,
1944,

1945.

1946.

1947.

1948.

1949,

1950.
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Mr. Wm. F. Montavon, Director of the Legal Depart-
ment of the N. C. W. C.

John J. Craig, National Director of Catholic Evidence
Guild.

Sir John S. Burke, President of B. Altman & Co., Leader
in Catholic Action

Dr. George S. Sperti, Director of the Institutum Divi
Thomae.

Francis P. Matthews, Supreme Grand Knight of Knights
of Columbus.

J. H. Jefferson Caffery, formerly Ambassador to France
now Ambassador to Egypt.

John A. Coleman, Chairman of Board of Governors of
New York Stock Exchange and foremost in all Catholic
Activities in the Archdiocese of New York.

David Goldstein, Apologist, first modern lay apostle, or
strect preacher. Founder of the Catholic 'Campﬂigrlefs
for Christ.

Clement Lane, Prominent Chicago Journalist, Promoter
of Cana and Pre-Cana conferences, city-editor of Chi-
cago Daily News.

Paul ‘Weber, Detroit newspaper man, founder of the
Detroit Chapter of the A.C.T.U. (Association of Catholic
Trade Unionists). Founded The Wage Earner, Catholic
Labor Paper, lecturer on social and economic problems
from the Christian viewpoint.

Bruce M. Mohler, Director of N.C.W.C. Bureau of Im-
migration, and exemplary Catholic who has devoted his
whole life to works of charity and to the interests and
welfare of the Catholic Church.

Edward M. O’Connor, was executive assistant of War
Relief Services of N.C'W.C., and appointed staff mem-
ber of the U. S. Displaced Persons Commission by Presi-
dent Truman in 1948.

Each year St. Bonaventure has conferred honors on certain men
and women whose prominence in their respective ficlds of endeavor
have proven them deserving of such academic distinctions. The
list of all thus singled out would be too long to include here.
Suffice it to say that these remplents.of honorary degrees have
come from every important walk of life. Ecclesiastics, members
of the President’s Cabinet, Military and Naval Officers, and mem-
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bers of the political, social, medical and legal professions, educa-
tors, scientists, and business men are among those honored here.
Newspaper men as well as radio have also been singled out for
well-earned honor and distinction.

At the coming of World War I, in conformity with the wishes
of the Governor of New York State, military drills were con-
ducted atr St. Bonavenrure. At first, six hours weekly were de-
voted to military tactics, and the entire baseball schedule was
cancelled in order to give more time to the exercises. According to
a contemporary account found in The Laurel XVIII (1916-1917)
451-452, “All have entered into the drills with a zest and spirit
that has called forth the commendation of everybody.”  Later,
plans were laid for organizing a Signal Corps unit for service in
France (1bid. p. 13). "On November 20, 1917, a large squad of
St. Bonaventure students were reviewed by Brigadier-General Fox
as they went through their military tactics. I1e then commended
them for their fine work and stated that “the St. Bonaventure men
would have an important place in the service” (Op. Cit. XIX,
1917-1918).

A list of the names of those St. Bonaventure men who were
_1_<I10:Vn to be in the service in World War T is given in The Laurel
XIX (1917-1918) 599-602, and includes fifteen priests (three of
them Franciscans), and more than one hundred who had entered
Gther branches of the armed forces. .

In 1936 upon the approval of the application of the authoritics
at the College to the Department of the Army, a Ficld Artillery
201t of the Senior ROTC was established at St. Bonaventure. lee
= 5% o the Unit up to World War II was necessarily limjtcd n
E;(;Eﬁg::n ftO‘ the college enrollment. - With  the ccssaF;on Uc;{
— hdlj ‘_tel World War II (the Unit b_cmg temporarlﬂy Sre—
inﬂuguratcdl”} the war years), the ROTC program was p
the Wa Tllncorporzn:mg all the lessons and dcvclopm.elltsoqt_
war yezn.'s ha]e bgreat increase in the Co_llege enro]lment.lm. P t\hc
§78 of the rcs_' ‘ecn more than ]131'0})0.I't101"l£1te]y reflectec 'l‘“rch—
tvely o Inaugurated ROTC Unit so that today lt‘ hy 2e

Y one of the largest of its kind. Not alone is the Unit
large numerically by j¢ enjoys a reputation for exceptional achieve-
ment. [t is, furthcrmorc, a well-known fact that the graduates of
St. Bonaventure College ROTC have distinguished themselves

througl}oy't its history by outstanding service in positions of great
responsibility in peace as well as in war.
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During the War years, after a successful Civilian Pilot Program
which established an enviable record with the nation’s air forces
the College facilities and personnel were dedicated to morale work,
research, and defense by means of the Engineering, Science, and
Management Training Program in cooperation with the U.S.
Office of Education. The ASTP and ASTRP programs con-
ducted at the College during the War involved a teaching staft
of nineteen priests and nine laymen with the assistance of six
administrators. There were approximately two thousand men
assigned for the course in Basic Engineering, parts T and II of
which were taught at the St Bonaventure, while for part III
most of the men were transferred to Rutgers University.

The services rendered thejr country by all these former students
and alumni of St. Bonaventure’s exceeds the limits of this article.
The monument erected on the College campus bearing the names
of those who had fallen in their country’s service keeps their
memory forever alive here at the heart of their alwa mater.

Tt may not be inappropriate here to recall the fine services
rendered in the Chaplains Corps by alumni of Christ the King
Seminary. An article in the Vox Regis, XI (November 1945) 1-6,
entitled “Soldiers of Christ the King,” gives an edifying summary
of the work done by St. Bonaventure Ch;{plains. The -frontispiece of
t_ha_t particular issue of the seminary publication depicts the plaque
listing the fifty-one alumni chaplains who thus served their country.

he Rey. Ralph Antonucci of the Buffalo Diocese was the only
chaplain alumnus Killed in action in World War II; his death com-
ng but a few hours before the official cessation of hostilities. The
article concluded: “We are proud of these Bonaventure Chaplains
bec-ause, like all Catholic Chaplains, they were the channels through
which God poured forth countless graces on our soldiers in all
corners of the globe. We are even more proud of them because
we know, in true Bonaventure fashion, they have taken with them,
wherever they have gone, the true Franciscan spirit of Christ-like
Charity, with which they were imbued during their semin
at St. Bonaventurc. We know that through them, T
Assisi is still capturing men for Christ.”

With the close of the War a new era entered at S. Bonaventure.
The many members of the lay faculty, and the almost one-third
of the clerical faculty which had served as chaplains in the Army
or Navy, returned to their desks at the College.

ary days

rancis of
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Post-war Bonaventure campus was again a bee-hive of activity.
In addition to regular students, former service men and women
availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by the G. I. Bill of
Rights and enrolled at St. Bonaventure College. And so we soon
find the institution “literally bulging at the seams” with students
who at a recent Commencement (1949) numbered 2,222

PR

In order to accommodate the steadily growing student body,
four larger, and seven smaller, former barracks were transported to
St. Bonaventure, and have served as dormitories for the past few
years. Despite these additional housing facilitics, at one time as
many as five hundred out-of-town students had to live off campus.
The entire fourth floor of Devereux Hall became the Seminary,
with classrooms on the top floor. Every available space on the
campus was utilized for either dormitory, classroom, or recreational
facilities. The chapel became all too small for the increased stu-
dent body, so much so that services on Sundays were also held 1n
the Gymnasium. Admirably suited for the needs of a few hun-
dred students, the Father Joseph Butler Memorial Gymnasium, too,

became too small for athletic facilities for the ever-growing enroll-
ment.

_ One department of St. Bonaventure, rarely mentioned, yet fOff_n‘
Ing an important unit in the everyday life of the University and its
students, is the United States Post” Office. Its more than four-
decades history began with the establishment on May 13, 1907,
when Father Alexander Hickey, O.F.M., was appointed its first
Postmaster.

~ He was succeeded by Father Fergus Fitzsimmons, O.F.M., who
m turn was succeeded by Father Eugene Seraphin, O.F.M., and
Father Benjamin Kuhn, O.F.M. In the Fall of 1935, Brother Cletus
Glackin, O.F.M., was appointed Postmaster and is still serving 1in
that Capacity.,

Oflgil}ﬂlly located in the old Seminary, which was destroyed by
the fire in May 1930, the Post Office was moved to De La Roche
Ha.ll_. In 1948 it took up its quarters in the new Administration
Bulldlnga where it is now located.

From a smy volume of business in 1907, the present Post
Office has grown and attained the rank of Second Class, the
amount of businesg being equal to that of many a city. Onc 1“151“
say that of all the busy spots on the St. Bonaventure University
campus the Post Officé ranks among the busiest.

The year 1949 will be ever memorable for it marked the close



IRENAEUS HERSCHER, O.F.\M. [409]

of 39 years of distinguished service at St. Bonaventure on the part
of Father Thomas. ELlevated to the office of Provincial of Holy
Name Province in July, 1949, he completed a full twenty-nine
years as president of the college and seminary. His successor in
office, Father Juvenal Lalor, O.F.M., was formally installed on
September 22nd of that year, at a colorful ceremony unique in
the annals of the institution.

Receiving the Seal and Charter, symbolic of his new office, from
the hands of His Excellency, John F. O’Hara, C.S.C., Bishop of
Buffalo, Father Juvenal became the twelfth president of St. Bona-
venture College. Declegates representative of over 100 leading uni-
versities, colleges and learned societies, witnessed the event which
also made a deep impression on the several thousand persons present.

A Solemn Field Mass in honor of the Holy Ghost opened the
day’s ceremonies and was celebrated by Father Juvenal, assisted by
Fathers Celsus Wheeler, O.F.M., Guardian of the Friary and Valen-
tine Long, O.IF.M., Provincial Definitor, from Siena College. The
choir of Christ the King Seminary sang the Mass which was cele-
brated in Forness Stadium, located to the east of Devereux Hall.

The principal speaker for the occasion was the Very Rev. Robert
I. Gannon, S.J., retired President of Fordhm_n University, and
champion of the Liberal Arts. He paid high tribute to the found-
ing Franciscan Fathers, and those friars who followed them, espe-
cially Father Thomas, “estcemed and loved by every college and

university president”.

In addressing his remarks to Father Juvenal, the speaker said:

“The Friars have once more accomplished the impossible ir_l bring-
ing forward a successor who shows every indication of being able
to fill Father Plassmann’s not inconsiderable sandals.”

Happy witnesses of the event werc the proud parents of the
new President: Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Lalor, who have since
gone to their reward. ‘

Because of the unique character of the occasion, and since it was
given at the first official inauguration 1n _the history of the col-
lege, the text of Fr. Juvenal’s significant 1naugural address is re-
produced herewith. In it he sets forth the Catholic Philosophy
of Education as the basis of his educational creed, the educational
platform of the future St. Bonaventure College:

My first word must be one of thanks on behalf of all at
St. Bonaventure. This occasion 1s just the turning of yet
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another bend in the long road of our Alma Mater’s history;
and, as we face the inevitable uncertainty of the future, we
are indeed heartened by this clear expression of your paternal,
fraternal and neighborly good wishes. Deeply grateful, St
Bonaventure College will always cherish the memory of this
day on which you, her friends, assembled—even at great cost
to yourselves—to wish her Godspeed.

It is not altogether easy to continue. It would be idle, on
the one hand, to dwell complacently on the glories of the past,
while the dcmanding problems of the future are already press-
ing toward us. Still, it is comforting to reflect on the vitality
of this institution which, since before Lincoln’s administra-
tion, has weathered four wars, fires, flood, poverty, and all
those other adverse forces encountered in the struggle for an
deal.  On the other hand, it would surcly be presumptuous
to make bold promises for the period ahead, as we stand in
abashed admiration at the truly great achievements of the years
gone by. Our thoughts turn naturally to the heroic figures
of such as Father Pamphilo, Cardinal Falconio, Father Joseph,
Father Fidelis, Father Alexander, and (last, but certainly Bot
least) our beloved and Very Reverend Provincial Superior,
Father Thomas Plassmann, whose venerated name has been
almost synonymous for the Jast twenty-nine years with that of
St. Bonaventure College.

Nevertheless, this is today, and it devolves upon me, how-
cver unworthy, to speak out and disclose to you my mind
on the great educational project of this college, which steers
its arduous course in the helping light of American and
Catholic tradition. Those two terms, American and Catholic,
immediately bring before my mind a whole list of other al-
¢ged contradictories that have bitterly divided, and still do

ide, many cducators throughout our nation. Listening now
for_ S0 many years to hopeless debating, we are almost 1f3d to

clieve—with dismay—that vocational training and the liberal
arts do constitute an irreconcilable antithesis; that the physical
s€iences and philosophy are contradictories; that it s a case
of athletics versys academics; that there is opposition between
natural wisdom and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, that 1s to
say, between reason and divine faith; and finally, not to pro-
long what could be an interminable list, that there is conflict
between the service of man and the worship of God.
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It is with the conviction that all these are not contradic-
torics, but mutually dependent relatives, that I face my respon-
sibilitics to the cducational ideal of St. Bonaventure College.
I see here a relationship, in every instance, of two goods: a
lower and a higher. I am convinced that in each instance the
lower must not be negated, as some would have it, but sub-
ordinated to the higher that it may preserve itself from be-
coming something monstrous. The professionally trained
expert, deprived of the humanizing influence of the liberal arts,
falls so casily from his estate as man to the level of a joyless
machine; but only a man can repair a machine. In virtue of
the habit of the physical sciences cut off from a denied
philosophy, a man may fashion an atom bomb; but then in
virtue of which habit will he rightly determine all the circum-
stances of the use of the atom bomb?  Athletics divorced from
academics will, in any circumstance, foster the cult of the
body and the ideal, merely, of the alert animal; in schools, if
still divorced, it tends to beget an ugly and shameful pro-
fessionalism. The pursuit of natural wisdom for its own sake
and apart from an orientation toward a higher wisdom, may
well be visited by its proper Nemesis in the darkening of the
vision and a hardening of the heart. The service of our
brother-men that ignores the common Father from Whom
issues our brotherhood, can and does degenerate into a base-
less sentimentality, unable to withstand the shocks of a raw
and ruthless world, in view of which precisely appeal is made
to brotherhood.

On the other hand, the higher good (in this life at least)
is not sufficient to itself. While it must determine and inform
the lower that there may be order, it zeeds the lower in order
to express and realize itself. What is more trying than the
spectacle of the snobbish, ineffectual humanist, forgetting, un-
like Emerson, that “there is virtue yet in the hoe and the
spade,” and that there would be no book had there been no
hoe or spade? Of whlat use i?'flle ?rlxiilxgll' pl;ilosophcl- in his
ivory tower, philosophizing, like the Lady of Shj] .

a wgrld wit,l"l}whichlhc 11';; less contact t)[;m had t(;ﬁ,t llll)é);at
“God in His mercy lend hizz grace!” But the blame is pot
to be laid at the door of the much-maligned Aristotle who, in
his scarcely-read Physics and even in the Organon, insisted
on the necessity of perpetual recourse to nature and experi-
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ence. The academic bookworm, disdaining the thrill of sport
and game and retaining scarcely enough brawn to maintain his
mnviolate brain, would never win the approval of the rugged
Socrates or of Plato, whose early approval of the “corpus
sanum” for the “mens sana” was well-nigh official for the
academic world. Then there is the fideist, fortunatcly rare,
whose substitution of faith for reason, the efficacy of which
he denies, leaves him ultimately with neither faith nor reason
but only heresy and superstition—and all this despite the valor-
ous and incontestable defense of the natural light of reason by
St. Thomas Aquinas, the Common Doctor of the Church.
Finally, as St. John pointed out so forcefully: “If any man
say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 1s a lar.”

In all these instances, as in so many others, it is not a case
of one or the other—for that way lies distortion or sterility;
but both together, complementing each other in an order
productive of fruitfulness and perfection. This refusal on my
part to deny cither of any sct of the alleged irreconcilables
mentioned, simple as it may seem, implies a whole philosophy
of education—the philosophy that T was so solemnly charged
to uphold and in favor of which I now publicly declare my-
self. It is a philosophy contrary to the gross illusion that the
end of education is merely “an earthly paradise enriched with
cvery sensuous gratification by a science working n bondage
to mere utility”—a philosophy contrary to the modern blas-
phemy whereby biology, physics, mathematics, and the other
arts and disciplines (not of themselves, but in virtue of false
metaphysics in terms of which they are taught) deny Fhe God
Whose glory they should further reveal. It is a }31‘111050}’]}3"
that implies the subordination of formal education in all its
bran.ches to an end proposed in the Old Testament and em-
phasized by Christ in the New: “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and
with thy whole mind” and “T hou shalt love thy ncighbor as
thyself.” Anyone who has ever grasped the full meaning of
those Wwords and the nature of Him Who uttered them can
NEVEr again approve in his heart the ordering of any human
Asthaty against them. For him, there must be something
deficient if not vicious in any education that does not, in one
Wway or another, directly or indirectly, lead to a greater love
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of God, a more active love of neighbor, and a more proper
love of self.

It was this insubordinate learning, leading to pride and sel-
fishness, that so repelled St. Francis of Assisi, as to make him
appear the darling of all the ant-intellectuals. It was fear of
the same that made his carly followers eye with hostility the
University of Paris and lament: “Paris, thou art ruining
Assisi.” To interpret that fear to the learned and point out to
the unlettered that piety, however great its role, may never
function as a cloak for intellectual poverty, rcquii'ed the
genius and sanctity of St. Bonaventure, the patron of our
college. Disregarded now as a mouldy, mediaeval mystic,
St. Bonaventure still offers to our troubled times the saving
solution of those contradictions that could render education
unprofitable to man and hateful to God. That his neglected
lesson may not be lost at this college which bears his name is
my ecarnest hope and will be the goal of my every effort.
Asking the help of God, through the intercession of His
Mother Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, I turn humbly, yet with
confidence, to my fellow-Franciscans, the faculty, the stu-
dents, the alumni, and friends of St. Bonaventure College for

their indispensable support.

A few months after his installation, Father Juvenal announced
the bold plans for the future of St. Bonaventure., A pr(_)ject, long
under consideration, was put into execution. It_ consisted of a
building and expansion program that looked to a bigger and better
St. Bonaventure.

The Building Fund Drive was well under way when news of a
sensational nature reached the campus: “Saint Bonaventure Col-
lege and Seminary has been raised to the status of a University,
by the Regents of the State of New York.” The welcome news
arrived on July 21st, the octave day of the Feast of the Seraphic
Patron of Franciscan Schools, St. Bonaventure.

Although the Franciscan Order has been interested in higher
education from its conception, it never conducted a University,
strictly so-called. The nearest approach to a University in the
Order was the establishment of a “Studium Generale,” which was
a Franciscan School, at times incorporated as an integral unit of
a secular university. Such Franciscan institutions were real centers
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of learning in the Order, and occ'upicd t_hc same p_osm.(lm (\51:1]1“-]
the Seraphic Order, as the Universities enjoyed OLItS-IdC the Order.
Such renowned institutions, as Oxford, Cambrld_ge, Bologna,
Toulouse, Angers, Salamanca, and Prague had Fr:!ncmc;m sc]10121rs
on their staff. As early as 1225, we find Franciscan professors,
from the Associated General Studies, who helped to establish, and
increasingly maintain the fame of Oxford University.

In the year 1236 the Franciscan Studium Generale was mncorpo-
rated as an integral part of the University of Paris. With 51'1ch
names as Alexander of Hales, and later, St. Bonaventure, the friars
drew to Paris students in large numbers from every section of
Europe. _

A few years later, about 1240, we find the Franciscans, and their
unit of scholars, incorporated into the University of Cambridge,
and still later also into the University of Toulouse and Angers on
the Continent. _

Thus we see that, though they never conducted a university of
their own, the Franciscans contributed greatly to the zldvancemc?cl]:
of university education both in England and abroad. Oncl HELg
mention only a few names to be assured that Franciscan scho ?L
have made their mark in the field of higher learning. Alexander
of Hales, William of Middleton, St. Bonaventure, John Dduns
Scotus, Roger Bacon, William of Ockham, St. Anthony of Padua,
Nicholas of Lyra, Luca Paccioli and Cardinal Ximenez arc 1110111.
who have shed Tustre on the Franciscan Order and upon the schools
of learning. ' ‘

“Their prominence and importance was made possible, beca;ls:li
they had behind them a unity of learned tradition that trmlscc;u'c
national and racial lines,” remarked the former Dean of (.Jr;u ?lt.c
Studies at Harvard University, Howard Mumford Jones, in rerer”
Hng to the educational accomplishments of the Franciscan _Frmf 3. |

Thus we find thar, though there were no Franciscan Lll‘llVICl‘Sl-t‘lCh
during the more than 700 years of the Order’s existence, the fI‘lilI:S
WELe CIOSCIY associated with the beginnings, the growth and Lh}-
pansion of ‘some of the most famous universities in the world.
Now, for the first time, there is a Franciscan university, and ap-

i s . »f Fran-
propriately enough, it is named after the celestial patron of 1
ciscan schools.

55. The Americas 1 (1944), 164.
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This change to university status brings to a realization the hope
and prayer of Nicholas Devereux, founding benefactor of St.
BOIl.th’._nture. .Ijle had, at the time of the establishment of the
institution, envisioned a “University City” on the site of the present
campus. The story of this “Dream City” which was planned to
be also a commercial and inland navigation center of the East, has
been told in the Provincial Annals, V (1947), 393-394. A graduate =
student of Columbia University is at present doing research to
establish why “Allegany City” never actually became what it was
hoped to be: a center of commerce. Be this as it may, at least
this part of Mr. Devereux’ dream has come true: a university has
been established on the land he gave; an institution that will take
its rightful place among the great educational establishments of
America.

As we approach the day when the University Charter was of-
ficially presented it may be of interest to give first the preliminaries
leading up to that happy event.

In fulfillment of a Resolution unanimously adopted by the Board
of Trustees of St. Bonaventure College, on May 29, 1950, the
Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M., chairman of said
Board and Fr. Juvenal Lalor, O.F.M., president of said college,
were authorized “to prepare and execute 2 petition a.d_dre.ssed to
the Board of Regents of the State of New York, petitioning the
sald Board of Regents to amend the charter of said institution to
change the name from St. Bonaventure’s College to St. Bona-
venture University.”

As a matter of fact, the academic structure at St. Bonaventure
had been that of a university for some time, and it was recalled
that someone had said much ‘earlier “an Institution that has all the
requirements for university status and does not seck the title of
umwersity is declining an honor that will prove of untold value in
all experiences of the educational field.” This structure included
seven different units either directly or by way of afﬁhat.lon. The
seven schools comprising the institution were, and still are, as

follows:

a) The School of Arts and Sciences, an undergraduate college of
liberal arts and sciences, offering courses leading to the degrees of Bache-
lor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Science (BS.). The widely com-
prehensive range of major departments in this school included English,
History, Philosophy, Sociology, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Journalism, and both Modern and Classical Languages. Of the
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students enrolled in this school, a substantial number were pursuing pre-
law, pre-medicine, pre-dentistry courses and other curricula in prepara-
tion for graduate studies. St. Joseph'’s Seraphic Seminary, Callicoon,
was affiliated to the Institution as a Junior College on October 18, 1940,
and continued, under the auspices of the School of Arts and Sciences,
to train students preparing for the priesthood in the Franciscan Order.

b) The School of Business Administration, an undergraduate college
offering courses leading to the degree of Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration (B.B.A.). This school had its beginnings in 1933 when the
first candidate for the BBA enrolled. Accmfntinq, Business Administra-
tion and Finance were the main fields of studies, and Business Administra-
tion laboratories, in which all students participated were an important
part of the curriculum and featured a teaching method in which this
school pioneered. °

c) The School of Graduate Studies, begun in 1924 and offering ad-
vanced courses in the Liberal Arts and Sciences leading to the degrees
of Master of Arts (ML.A.) and Master of Science (I\fI.S.:j. Students en-
rolled in this school pursued advanced courses in a wide range of sub-
jects, including English, History, Philosophy, Classical l.anguages,
Biology, Chemistry, etc.

C_I)_ The School of Education, opened in 1924 to provide profcssionﬂl
training for secondary school teachers on both the undergraduate and
graduate levels. The School of Education offered an undergraduate
course in Physical Education leading to the degree of Bachelor of
Science (B.S.). On the graduate level, this school offercd advanced
courses in Education and School Administration, leading to the de-
grees of Master of Arts (ML.A.), Master of Education (IEd. M.), and
later Master of Science in Education (M.S. in Ed.). The School of
Education was an important center for the advanced pl‘Ofessionnl tramn-
Ing of secondary school teachers and educational administrators, par-
tl}izuiarly those connected with high schools within a 100 mile radius'of
;trcu;::ilomnpl;s' Fl‘lrthcrmore, it was a principal source of gradl?ﬁffo_li?:
by Bin ha]m; secondary school personnel in the areca bounded 11%1.3 t%]
the nor%h ;1 ((lm to th_c east, by ]amfestown to the west, by Bulil?

i Thl: g‘[extenc.hng almost to Pittsburgh, to the south. breclbmi
IO Ch(j'l-ooxl of ”_iccflog_y, a graclu_ate s.chool of Catholic _t‘ wl(e ‘Fri'—
i thcllf_at the King Seminary and in existence from the ﬁlc-‘{t ) gthc
I:raining ot m;!ésl)tdltutl‘on. Tlus_ school was prmmnly devote ; {'toqtion
to the priesthcoo; ﬂtt_js,for.th.c diocesan clerg_y preparing for n[l; l?::.rmtic
Theology Sacréda]r;il 5pec1ahze<} in the teaching of Moral and : %From
o Semin;_r . i 0(111011ge, Canon Law, and Sacred Scripturc.
; Y €ame some of the professors to teach the graduatc course
in Theology for Sisters and lay students attending the Summer Scssions.

f) The Francis_can Institute, a graduate institute of philosophlcal
research engaged in advanced studies and conferring the degrees of
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Master of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy. The Institute, established at
St. Bonaventure in 1939, was officially elevated to the status of a
“Seudium Generale” of the Franciscan Order on November 15, 1948.

g) The School of Elementary Teacher Training, to be known later
as St. Elizabeth’s Teachers’ College. This was an undergraduate school
providing professional training for elementary parochial school teachers.
Enrollment in this School was limited to Franciscan Sisters preparing to
teach in clementary schools operated by the Franciscan Order. This
School, presently operating under the provisional approval of the
Regents, offered a four-year course leading to the degree of Bachelor of

Science in Education (B.S. in Ed.).

On October 4th, the Feast of Our Holy Father St. Francis dur-
ing the Holy Year of 1950, St. Bonaventure officially received its
new University Charter. Dignitaries of b_oth Ql]tlrcll and State', as
well as representatives of Colleges and Universities from the United
States and Europe were present. The day’s ceremonies began with
Solemn Pontifical Mass celebrated in the Stadium by the Holy
Father’s personal representative in tl'le'Ul}ith States, the Apostolic
Declegate, Most Rev. Amleto Glovanni Cicognani. It was he who
recalled on this occasion that a former president of St. Bonaventure,
the Rev. Diomede Falconio, O.F.M., later became the third Apos-
) the United States, 1902-1911.  So significant were

tolic Delegate tc . : J
his words on Charter Day, that his address is reproduced:

In the name of the distinguished personages honored today
with the title of Doctor: Their Excellencies the Hon. Thomas
L. Dewey, Governor of the State of New York and Bishop
Patrick J. McCormick, Rector of the Catholli: Umvermty in
Washington, the illustrous Father Isidore O’Brien, O.F.M.,

and Mr. George Sokolsky—in their name m_ld_ﬂlsq N my own
I express heartfelt gmtitude for the high dlbtmcfloll. SO graci-
ously conferred upon us by the Very Rev. President and

Faculty of the new University .of St. Bonaventure. We are
proud to “belong” to this University, which so splendidly
represents the tradition of the Franciscan School, to prepare
for life by study and virtuc, :md“to teach love (’),f God and
man, we arc proud to become “fellow-students with  this
seleet and beloved youth who are so seriously preparing them-
selves for their future. )

Our first thought is onc of congratulations and felicitations
to the Very Rev. Father Juvenal Lalor, O.F.M., the President,
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to the members of the Faculty, and to the entire Franciscan
Province of the Holy Name on the elevation of St. B011a\rer}~
ture College to the status of a University (July 21, 1950). “ ¢
rejoice sincerely in this; we rejoice above all when we think
of the great love that the Sons of St. Francis have ever fos-
tered for this center of education to which men of learning
had dedicated themselves, with uncommon sacrifice, since 1ts
very infancy almost a century ago.

I like to recall that among the fathers who taught here was
Father Diomede Falconio, who later became an Archblsh?p,
Apostolic Declegate to this country, and finally Cardinal. Nor
can we pass over, on this auspicious day, the revered name of
the Very Rev. Thomas Plassmann, now Provincm! of tl}f
Holy Name Province, teacher, president, and “genius loci
here at St. Bonaventure for about forty years. Descrvedly
this should be 2 day of lively joy for the Franciscan Fathers,
who behold today the crowning glory of their beloved -
sutution. To manifest their exultation they have appropri-
ately chosen today the feast of their Holy Founder for the
solemn inauguration of St. Bonaventurc University, 1n honof',
as 1t were, of their Saints, Francis of Assisi and Bonaventure
of Bagnorea.

With these cherished names of Francis and Bonaventurc as
my theme, T address myself to you, my new fellow-students
of this Alma Mater, in a word of greeting and of recollection.
These two names are familiar enough to you, for cvef}?tl’ll[].g_
here bespeaks St. Francis, and to Bonaventure, the Serap e

octor, this institution has been dedicated these many years.
Well and good! Be inspired by thesc great men from ‘Vh(;].m
YOUr program of study will derive profit, character, and dis-
tinction,

St. Francis was not a man of books, but he was a4 man of
study and of action; a poet and an artist. He studicd nature
and CI€atures, from the sun to the animals and the planets;
Indeed, his “Canticle of the Sun” is a gem of Italian Liyemturt‘e.
From Creatures he ascended to the Creator, with an irrepres-
sible angd unbounded love for God and for his fellowman. He
IOVCCJ‘ Nature—not pantheistically, but to discern in it the Poen;
of God. Ty, poem inspired him to promote a spirit o
b'l'UEhC_I‘hood which he incarnated in the practice of the Chris-
tan virtues. In this sense he was an outstanding and lofty
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social reformer and benefactor, for his own time and for the
centuries to come.

Never did he oppose his friars’ dedicating themselves to
study. On the contrary, he held the highest respect and
veneration for theologians and men of learning; as a matter of
fact, two of his Franciscan sons who were declared Doctors
of the Church by the Holy See lived in his own time. But
he wanted primarily to be a man of action—to be the “herald
of the Great King, Christ,” a herald always “on duty.” For
him, nothing, not even erudition, was to stand in the way of
his program for a practical way pf }1&:; for him and his fol-
lowers, to live was to imitate Christ in self-sacrifice, to preach
Christ, and to work intensively for the welfare of man and
the glory of God.

To awork! Ts it not precisely this, my dear students, to
which you aspire? To equip yourselves and to b'ccomc expert
in some branch of knowledge in order to put it into practice?
That is your goal: to become men of know]cdgc.and virtue
in order to work for the good of society. That is the ideal
of St. Francis.

And St. Bonaventure? Is not he the inspiration of that
“spirit of St. Bonaventure’s” for which the alumni of St
Bonaventure College now University, are so renowned? IHe
it was who bequeathed to us his method of study, a method
followed here, and epitomized thus: “Order, Proportion, Dili-
gence, Assimilation.” Make it your method, my dear stu-
dents, this tried and true method that has proven its value,

Order, first of all. All study brings man to the knowledge
of somec truth, and all truth is centered and rooted in the
supreme truth, God. There are no conflicts in truth., Ac-
cording to St. Bonaventure, since the ultimate object of the
mind and the ultimate object of the heart are one and the
same, God Himself, keep your heart united to your mind in
your study. Let your study i,J,C infused with genuine love,
a love nourished by “sympathy toward creatures, and above
all, toward the Creator.

No subject of research is more noble, no concept higher
than that of God. The \’Vof"d Incarnate is at the center of
life and history; His Gospcl' is the word and the knowledge
that does not pass away; without Him there is no attaining
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ultimate truth. You must keep in your heart and mind Christ,
the Master, the “Inner Teacher” as it were. He is the source
of light, light that is sure: “I am the light of the world. He
who follows me does not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of Iife.” (Jn. 8:12)

A sense of proportion too is required—that is, choose as sub-
ject of your study a field that conforms to your own talents
and capacity, your powers and bend. Finally, diligence and
assimilation. For St. Bonaventure such diligence is the fruit
of love, and through it the intellect deepens its potentia]ities
and grasps truth more completely. This assimilated truth
then becomes your patrimony for life. In this way you will
attain knowledge, wisdom, and virtue. Sound in mind and
body, you will translate your knowledge into action, your
thought into life, and thus powerfully equipped, you will
overcome evil with good. O what a splendid preparation for
life!

Such a preparation for life is your desire, as well as your
parents’ and teachers’ desire; and to fulfill it you have sclected
this University in order that human wisdom be perfccted by
Christian wisdom. This I can tell you with assurancc: you
will attain your goal, you will succeed in acquiring these
treasures of knowledge, of light, and of love, if only you
endeavor to render yoursclves worthy of understanding the
“Inner Teacher,” the Divine Master, pointed out to you by
St. Bonaventure in his program of study. You will be worthy
of understanding Him by keeping your mind and heart pure,
and deep will be your leaming, illumined your life.

May you and those who follow you be the joy and the
honor of this University, and may God with His abundant

cnediction, grant St. Bonaventure University a fl ourishing
and glorious [ife!

greetings and congratulations received, on this
umerous educational institutions and organ-
Pope Pius XII conveyed his paternal Bless-
ablegram which was read to those assembled
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Varican City, SEPTEMBER 29, 1950.

Most Rev. AnMLETO CICOGNANT
Avrostoric DELEGATE TO THE UNITED STATES
Wasuingron, D. C. -

SacrED CONGREGATION OF SEMINARIES AND UNIVERSITIES REQUESTS
YOUR EXCELLENCY TO CONVEY TO FATHER JUVENAL LALOR, FIRST
PRESIDENT OF THE NEW UNIVERSITY oF SAINT BONAVENTURE IN AL-
LEGANY, THE HEARTFELT GRATIFICATION OF THE SACRED CONGREGA-
TION, ON THE INAUGURATION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR, AND THE BLESS-
ING oF Our HoLy FATHER, AS AN OMEN AND PLEDGE OF COPIOUS
HEAVENLY GRACES THAT THE INSTITUTION MAY CONTINUE TO PRODUCE,
AND EVEN TO INCREASE ITS PRECIOUS FRUITS OF GOOD FOR STUDIOUS
YOUTH.

(SicyeED)  CarpINAL P1zzarpo

"The Charter Day Celebration was three-fold. In addition to the
formal presentation of the New University Charter, there was also
th’c conferring of the Catholic Action Medal upon Edward M.
O_Cpnnor, member of the United States Displaced Persons Com-
mission. Five [—Ionorary Degrees were then conferred upon dis-
tinguished men of church and state. Those thus signally honored
were: Archbishop _Amleto Cicognani, Apostolic Dglcgate; Bishop
Patrick ]J. McCormick, Rector of Catholic University ‘of America;
G:ovqrnor Thomas E. Dewey, of New York State; Rev. Isidore
O’Brien, O.F.M., Franciscan author and lecturer; and George E.
Sokolsky, distinguished columnist and radio commentator, who
gave the principal address entitled, “The Peace of Truth, The
Bulwark Against Marxism.”5

The great Charter Day events reached a climax when, a few
minutes before three o’clock on October 4, 1950, Dr. Jacob L.
Holtzmann, Regent of the University of the State of New York,
solemnly presented the new Charter to the Very Rev. Juvenal
Lalor, O.F.M. It was then that St. Bonaventure officially joined the
ra'nks. of universitics. By this action the almost century-old in-
stitution became the only Franciscan university in the world.

The text of the new Charter follows:

This instrument witnesseth that the Board of Regents for and
on bebalf of the Education Department of the State of New York
bas amended the charter of St. Bonaventure’s College, located in

56. Viral Speeches, XVII (Nov. 1, 1950}, 45-47.
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the town of Allegany, Cattaraugus County, which has mmcorporated
under a provisional charter granted by the Board of Regents on
March 1, 1875, such provisional charter having been made absolute
by action of the Regents on January 11, 1883, and having been
amended by the Regents on December 19, 1929, authorizing the
college to confer certain graduate degrees, and further amended by
action of the Regents on April | 6, 1937, by authorizing said college
to establish and conduct o junior college or a junior college de-
partment at St. Joseph’s Seraphic Seminary, Callicoon, Sullivan
County, and again wmended by the Regents on October 18, 1946,
with respect to the nuntber and manner of election of grrenrbers
of the Board of Trustees of the corporation, by changing the cor-

porate mame of the institution to ST. BONAVENTURE UNI-
VERSITY.

Granted July 21, 1950, by the Board of Regents for and on
bebalf of the State Education Department executed under the seal
of said Departinent and recorded therein. Number 5916

(Signed) Lewis A. WiLson, _
Acting President of the University
and Commissioner of Education

Radio and Press carried the news of the event to the far corners

of the globe. In this connection it may not be out of place to
relate the following incident:

The scenc is the throne room of the Vatican where His Holiness

ope Pius XTI, happily reigning, is about to greet hundreds of Pil-
$TIMS, many of whom had come from America to Rome for the
Holy Year Jubilec. Almost the first words of His Holiness, after
cheerfully greeting all present were: “Is there anyone here from
Olean, N. ¥.»» “As he anxiously looked about for some to raisc
their hand in the affirmative, hc seemed somewhat disappointed
until he noticed two hands going up gingerly. The two ladies
who had raised their hand mentioned that they were not from
Olean, N. Y., puc that they hailed from a city not far distant from
it. T.hey !lﬂd come from Bradford, Pa. Then Iis Holiness, al-
most 1gnoring all the hundreds present, seemed intent to give the}“
a special message. ¢ asked them if they were acquainted with St.
Bonaventure College? When the two ladics assured him that they
knew St. Bonaventure’s very well, His Holiness, all smiles, ad-
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dressed to them this statement: “I know something about St.
Bonaventure that I bet you do not know?” And answering his
query, His Holiness announced to the two Bradfordites, and to
the whole assembly hanging upon his words: “St. Bonaventure is

no Jonger a college, but has been raised to the rank of a university!”

Thus did the news come to Rome, and thus—in touch with the
world, as Pope Pius XII is—did His Holiness officially announce the
important event and pass on the glad tidings to these Holy Year
Pilgrims who had not as yet read the good news in the press.

Again, On August 12, 1950, the official Vatican newspaper
L’Osservatore Romano announced to the Catholic World: “La
scuola di S. Bonaventura elevata ad Universita.”

Thus we come to the close—not of the history of this growing
institution—but of another glorious chapter in the annals of St.
Bonaventure University. From its humble, truly Franciscan be-
ginnings it has finally grown to “man’s estate” and is ready to give
added service in return for the confidence that has been placea in
its educational policies. The spirit of St. Francis, which motivated
the founding fathers, continues to permeate the academic atmos-

here of this unique Franciscan University, nestled in the storied
Allegany Valley; its students continue to carry the St. Bonaventure
spirit with them into their varied and various walks of life, and thus
fulfill in an even more glorious fashion the dream of Nicholas

Devereux of Utica, and Bishop John Timon, C.M., Bishop of
Buffalo.

IrEnAEUS Herscuer, O.F .M,

Friedsam Memorial Library,
St. Bonaventure University.
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